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TicKet-tvritf'ng   Compel  it  I'o  n . 

We  offer  two  guineas  in  prizes  for  the  best  examples  of 
window-tickets  or  showcards  produced  by  our  subscribers  or 
thoir  assistants.  The  specimens  should  bo  sent  to  us  under 
cover,  and  each  should  bear  on  the  back  the  name  and  address 
of  the  person  who  has  executed  it,  and  be  accompanied  by 
notes  of  the  manner  in  which  the  ticket  or  card  is  produced. 
The  competition  will  be  open  during  this  month. 

The  ChemUi.s'  and  "DruggUW  "Diary,  1907 . 

This,  "  the  greatest  business-medium  in  the  world,"  is  now 
in  preparation,  and  the  Publisher  will  be  pleased  to  receive 
from  business-houses  particulars  of  the  space  which  they 
reciuiro  therein.  The  1907  Diary  brings  this  annual  to  the 
thirty-ninth  year  of  publication,  and  it  will  bo  ahead  of  its 
predecessors  in  utility  and  business-producing  power.  A 
unique  feature  of  the  Diary  is  its  Buyers'  Guide,  which  is  an 
alphabetical  epitome  of  the  goods  advertised  in  the  Diary, 
and  is  used  daily  by  thousands  of  buyers  to  get  what  they 
want.  Early  application  for  space  in  the  Diary  should  be 
made  to  the  Publisher,  as  copies  for  our  Colonial  and  foreign 
subscribers  have  to  be  despatched  so  that  they  may  be 
delivered  to  them  before  Christmas. 


The  subjoined  paragraphs  give  the  gist  of  the  more  important 
matters  in  this  issue,  with  the  object  of  showing  at  a  glance  what 
has  happened  during  the  week.  See  also  "  Contents"  in  the  first 
column. 


A  Few  Useful  Belgi.vn  Formtjl.e  will  be  found  on  p.  373. 

Six  Failures  are  reported  on  p.  359.  An  East-end  retailer 
shows  liabilities  of  2,400^. 

The  matter  of  Ulster  Chemists,  Ltd.,  and  Mr.  David  Boyd's 
business  came  before  the  Dublin  Courts  on  Tuesday  (p.  359). 

Mr.  Charles  E.  Fulford,  the  proprietor  of  the  Bile  Bean 
Manufacturing  Co.,  died  near  Sydney,  N.S.W.,  on  Sunday 
(p.  361). 

A  Burnley  Shopkeeper  has  been  fined  under  the  Pharmacy 
Act,  Section  17,  for  selling  sulphocyanide  python's  eggs  in- 
sufficiently labelled  (p.  359). 

Soap  has  gone  up  in  price  consequent  on  the  increased  value 
of  fats  (p.  353).  Mr.  John  C.  Umney  has  been  talking  to  a 
pressman  about  the  matter  (p.  363). 

Mr.  David  Hooper,  of  the  Calcutta  Museum,  has  investi- 
gated the  origin  and  manufacture  of  Indian  saltpetre.  We 
give  the  gist  of  his  report  on  p.  369. 

A  Report  on  Seychelles  vanilla  is  epitomised  in  an  Editorial 
Note,  wherein  the  market  position  of  this  indispensable 
flavouring  is  also  reviewed  (p.  368). 

"  Palm  Oil  "  was  the  answer  to  last  week's  Reynolds  Conun- 
drum. We  give  some  of  the  rhymed  replies  on  p.  364,  as  well 
as  a  widely  travelled  prescription  for  elucidation. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Jhonson,  of  the  Byron  Manufacturing  Co.,  has 
arrived  in  Canada,  where  the  drug-trade  has  been  warned 
about  his  peculiar  methods  of  doing  business  (p.  370). 

A  Medical  Practitioner  gives  some  useful  information  to 
chemists  as  to  the  treatment  of  wounds  and  similar  minor 
injuries  that  come  to  them.    This  article  is  on  p.  374. 

Chinese  Rhubarb  is  the  subject  of  an  interesting  article  by 
Mr.  E.  H.  Wilson  beginning  on  p.  371.  Mr.  Wilson  recently 
visited  Western  China,  and  is  able  to  give  sonie  new  facts  con- 
cerning the  source  and  collection  of  this  important  drug, 
especially  that  it  is  chiefly  derived  from  Rheum  officinale. 

Several  important  drug  and  chemical  staples  have  ad- 
vanced this  week,  including  almond  oil,  apricot-kernel  oil> 
sugar  and  nitrate  of  lead,  green  copperas,  shellac,  turpentine. 
Cochin  ginger,  cloves,  cumin-seed,  and  quillaia.  Cocaine  is 
lower.  Business  in  drugs  is  quiet  but  in  heavy  chemicals  the- 
demand  is  excellent  for  the  time  of  year  (p.  376). 

New  Gexer.al  Orders  and  Regulations  respecting  spirits 
have  been  issued  by  the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue. 
They  deal  with  the  use  of  duty-free  spirits  for  manufacturing- 
purposes  and  the  new  industrial  methylated  spirits  and 
mineralised  methylated  spirits.  As  to  the  latter  on  and  after 
October  1  the  quantity  which  may  be  stocked  by  retailers  is- 
raised  to  200  gals.,  and  tho  quantity  which  may  be  retailed  at 
one  time  is  increased  to  4  gals.  See  article  on  p.  366  and  the 
s.v.m.  regulations,  p.  372. 

The  new  general  orders  re  spirits  contain  revised  instruc- 
tions to  officers  respecting  the  warehousing  of  alcohol  used 
under  the  terms  of  the  Finance  Act,  1902,  besides  other  matters 
directly  bearing  upon  this  and  notes  re  methylic  alcohol.  Id 
regard  to  the  last  subject  we  point  out  that  while  the  Customs- 
impose  the  duty  on  importation  of  purified  methylic  alcohol, 
certa,in  medicines  and  toilet-preparations  containing  it  are- 
admitted  duty-free  to  the  detriment  of  British  manufacturers^ 
Sec  p.  367. 

OuE  Correspondence  this  week  is  again  practical  and  in- 
formative. Mr.  W.  S.  Clark  has  completed  his  investigation 
on  lime-water,  and  he  proves  that  it  keeps  well  in  a  shop 
round  for  at  least  ten  days.  There  are  further  observations  on 
ticket-writing  (with  illustrations) ;  a  correspondent  objects 
to  Mr.  Glyn-Jones's  barristerial  defence  of  Boots,  Ltd.,  and 
another  complains  that  some  nurses  damage  chemists  by 
getting  goods  from  surgical-instrument  makers  at  wholesale 
rates.    How  can  tho  latter  grievance  be  removed  ?  (p.  380), 


Formulas 

of  "  known,  admitted,  and  approved  "  remedies  should  now 
bo  communicated  to  the  Editor  for  publication  in  the 
C.  <£•  D.  Diary,  1907,  and  subsequently  in  "  Phannaceutical 
Formulas." 
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Corner  for  Students, 


Note.— The  analytical  exercises  conducted  by  Dr.  Leonard 
Dobbin  will  be  resumed  towards  tlie  end  of  September, 

A  SCHEME  OF  HOME  STUDY. 

By  David  J.  Williams,  F.C.S.,  Pharmaceutical  Chemist. 

Physics  (contimied). 
TT^'HILE  studying  the  barometer  the  student  should  mako 
'  »      every  effort  to  understand  completely  the  principles 
of  transmission  of  pressure  through  fluids.    He  will  thus 
encompass  the  ideas  which  lead  up  to  the  construction  of  the 
hydraulic  or  Bramah  press.    The  principles  of  hydraulics 
are  applied  in  almost  every  industry,  and  the  pharmacist  who 
carries  on  his  craft  on  a  large  scale  here  finds  an  apparatus 
which  is  of  considerable  value.   The  laws  of  Boyle,  Charles, 
Graham,  and  Gay-Lussac  are  of  the  utmost  importance. 
They  should  not  be  learnt  off  in  parrot  fashion.  Every 
.attempt  should  be  made  fully  to  explain  these  in  the 
,  student's  own  words  and  some  simple  method  of  proof  should 
ifee  attempted  wherever  possible.    One  example  will  suffice. 
;..'Boyle's  law  may  be  very  easily  proved  by  taking  a  piece  of 
.  common  glass  tubing,  a  couple  of  yards  in  length,  and  bend- 
y-mg  one  end  in  the  gas-flame,  so  that  a  short  and  a  very  long 
limb  are  obtained.    The  short  one  is  closed,  and  by  pouring 
mercury  down  the  longer  limb  a  quantity  of  air  will  be 
.  enclosed  in  the  shorter.  The  volume  of  this  is  noted  by  means 
of  a  small  piece  of  stamp-paper  or  a  file-mark  on  the  tube.  If 
mercury  be  now  poured  down  the  longer  limb,  so  as  to  in- 
crease the  pressure,  it  will  be  easily  found  that  the  volume 
of  the  air  will  be  inversely  as  the  pressure— that  is  to  say, 
at  double  the  height  of  the  mercury  the  volume  of  the  air 
^enclosed  will  be  halved.    The  carrying-out  of  such  an  ex- 
periment is  inexpensive  and  takes  very  little  time;  and 
when  once  carried  out  experimentally  it  is  seldom  forgotten. 
Finally,  attention  must  be  drawn  to  the  physical  laws  and 
methods  connected  with  the  obtaining  of  atomic  weights. 
Those  of  Dulong  and  Petit  concerning  specific  heat,  and  the 
■  law  of  isomorphism,  demand  earnest  attention. 

Physics  is  a  wide  subject,  and  covers  much  ground  in  its 
linkage  to  different  matters ;  but  it  should  be  the  earnest 
■endeavour  of  the  student,  while  paying  attention  to  the 
BjJOBEits  already  discussed,  which  are  of  such  vital  importance, 
«to  apply  all  the  knowledge  to  pharmacy.    He  will  find 
ample  opportunities  in  the  B.P.  to  study  the  subject,  and 
many  important  questions  can  and  may  be  asked  concerning 
filtration  expression,  expansion,  and  so  on. 

With  regard  to  the  text-books  which  would  suit  a 
beginner,  it  is  believed  that  Bidgood's  and  Everett's  ai-e  of 
exceptional  value.  The  lesser  Ganot  is  interesting  and 
useful  to  the  student  who  wishes  to  dive  a  little  deeper. 

Once  again  it  may  be  emphasised  that  the  subject  should 
be  developed  in  parallel  with  the  study  of  chemistry. 

Botany. 

The  herbalist  and  alchemist  have  joined  hands  in  the 
present-day  pharmacist.  The  study  of  drugs  is  one  which 
to-day  means  the  obtaining  of  the  essence  of  both  plant  and 
"mineral,  and  therefore  a  study  of  the  fundamentals  of  botany 
is  just  as  important  as  that  of  the  bases  of  chemistry.  It  has 
to  be  read  from  four  chief  aspects.  These  are  :  morphological, 
dealing  with  the  external  shapes  and  relationships  of 
members  of  plants;  histological,  or  anatomical,  embodying 
microscopy ;  physiological,  stating  the  various  processes 
which  are  called  into  play  in  the  economy  of  plants ;  and 
systematic,  which  endeavours  so  to  classify  plants  that  by  a 
simple  process  an  unknown  plant  may  be  named  and  its 


relationships  to  other  plants  described.  These  four  parts 
of  the  subject  are  so  knit  together  that  each  is  essential  to 
the  perfect  study  of  the  other.  During  the  early  endeavours 
of  the  student,  however,  the  method  adopted  in  the  admir- 
able little  text-book  of  Oliver  is  to  be  highly  recommended. 
This  is  to  take  the  simplest  and  most  commonplace  of  plants 
— e.g.,  a  buttercup — complete  from  root  to  tip  of  stem,  and 
study  this  one  example  thoroughly.  The  student  should 
find  for  himself  the  root-hair,  the  shape  of  the  root,  the 
characteristics  of  the  leaf  and  inflorescence,  and  the  whole 
details  of  the  flower.  By  tabulating  these  facts  carefully  he 
learns  from  Nature's  own  text-book,  and  the  peculiarities 
will  be  impressed.  He  should  follow  up  with  a  second — say, 
a  wallflower — and  then  a  third,  and  so  on,  grasping  in  each 
case  the  differences  and  likenesses  among  them  as  he  pro- 
ceeds. Instinctively  he  will  begin  then  to  ask  the  why  and 
wherefore  of  each  such  part,  and  will  thus  be  led  up  uncon- 
sciously to  questions  on  the  physiological  significance  of 
each.  The  subject  is  one  which  above  all  others  needs  the 
most  careful  training  of  the  observative  faculties,  and  the 
eye  should  be  ever  open  to  some  new  fact.  As  our  student 
roams  on  his  half-holiday  in  the  spring,  the  country  lanes 
will  present  him  with  a  never-ending  series  of  test-questions. 
It  may  be  argued  that  this  is  all  very  well  for  a  country 
student,  but  what  about  our  town  youth  ?  It  is  believed, 
however,  that  facilities  in  train  service  are  so  increasing  that 
there  are  few  places  where  it  is  impossible  for  a  student  to 
get  away  from  the  bricks  and  mortar  for  a  few  hours.  The 
possession  of  a  cycle  will  be  an  additional  advantage. 

{To  be  continued.) 


Local  Newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  tiie  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

The  Brentford  District  Council  have  accepted  the  contract 
of  Mr.  A.  Hawthorne,  chemist  and  drugist,  Brentford,  for 
the  supply  of  soap. 

John  Ratcliffe  (29),  a  chemist's  assistant,  residing  in 
Haliwell  Lane,  Cheetham,  died  on  August  25  under  chloro- 
form, while  undergoing  an  operation  for  fistula. 

At  Newington  Sessions  on  August  24,  Alexander  Ander- 
son Donaldson  (52),  described  as  a  chemist  (but  not  on  the 
Register  of  Chemists  and  Druggists),  was  sentenced  to 
three  years'  penal  servitude  for  obtaining  money  by  fraud. 

As  a  result  of  the  extended  search  which  is  made  by  the 
Patent  Office  under  the  Patent  Act,  1902,  the  charges  have 
been  somewhat  increased.  Provisional  protection  now  only 
lasts  six  months,  instead  of  nine  months,  and  the  fee  for 
"  sealing  "  at  the  end  of  that  period  is  increased  by  11. 

A  Dover  pilot,  named  Peverley,  giving  evidence  on 
August  25  against  two  men  charged  on  suspicion  with  break- 
ing into  his  house,  stated  that  his  bottle  of  nerve-tonic  had 
been  drunk  by  the  burglars,  who  had  also  emptied  the 
brandy  and  port- wine  bottles.  The  men  were  committed  for 
trial. 

A  coroner's  jury  at  South  Shields  has  found  that  Walter 
Bayliss  (33),  described  as  formerly  a  chemist  at  Morpeth 
(but  whose  name  does  not  appear  on  the  Register  of  Chemists 
and  Druggists),  murdered  his  sister-in-law  and  her  two 
children  and  then  committed  suicide  ' '  while  temporarily 
insane." 

James  Crawley,  alias  John  Clifford,  and  Albert  Vale  were 
each  sentenced  to  a  month's  hard  labour,  at  Worthmg,  on 
August  22,  for  stealing  photographic  requisites,  valued  at 
M.  lis.  9d.,  the  property  of  Mr.  Percy  Frederic  White, 
chemist  and  druggist,  of  Lyndhurst  Road,  Worthmg  (see 
C.  ct  D.,  August  25,  p.  321). 

The  conference  between  the  General  Board  of  Opticians 
and  the  British  Optical  Association,  in  reference  to  an 
understanding  as  to  the  promotion  of  a  Sight-testing  Bill, 
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is  to  take  place  at  the  Finsbury  Town  Hall  on  September  13. 
Mr.  A.  E.  Grey,  13  Spencer  Street,  Clerkenwell,  London, 
E.G.,  is  the  Acting  Secretary. 

A  costermonger,  named  Gharlton,  was  committed  for 
trial,  at  the  Mansion  House  Police  Court  on  August  25,  on 
charges  of  burglary.  One  of  the  offices  said  to  have  been 
broken  into  by  the  prisoner  was  that  of  Mr.  Felix  Pavia, 
drug-merchant,  28  St.  Mary-at-Hill,  E.G.  Mr.  Pavia's 
desk  had  been  forced,  and  a  safe  opened  by  means  of  a  key. 
The  sum  of  3/.  7.?.  Id.  and  a  gold  locket  were  missing. 

The  poppj'-harvest  is  now  proceeding  in  the  Haxey  dis- 
trict of  Lincolnshire,  where  twenty  acres  has  this  year  been 
grown.  The  heads  are  cut  off  when  fully  ripe — an  acre 
yielding  nearly  40,000 — and  laid  on  the  floors  of  granaries 
to  dry.  It  is  a  costly  crop  to  grow  since  it  can  only  be  sown 
on  the  same  soil  once  in  half-a-dozen  years.  Prices  are  not 
so  good  as  they  were,  w  hen  farmers  made  12s.  per  thousand 
heads. 

Noll  Gody,  an  American  cowboy,  was  sent  to  gaol  for  six 
months  by  the  Barnsley  Magistrates,  on  August  23,  for  ob- 
taining money  by  false  pretences.  Gody  obtained  17.s.  from 
a  woman  on  the  pretence  of  curing  her  of  cataract  of  the  eye. 
An  "  eye-lotion  "  supplied  by  Cody  was  found  by  Mr.  G.  E. 
Scott-Smith,  F.I.G.,  the  public  analyst,  to  consist  entirely 
''  of  water  containing  starch  in  suspension,  the  starch  being 
present  to  the  extent  of  4  grains  per  fluid  oz." 

The  price  of  soap  is  likely  to  be  raised  shortly.  This 
month  Messrs.  Lever  Bros.,  Messrs.  Joseph  Grosfield  & 
Sons,  and  Messrs.  Watson  &  Sons  have  sent  round  a  circular 
notifying  their  customers  that  owing  to  the  advance  in  the 
cost  of  raw  material  the  price  of  soap  must  be  raised  in  a 
corresponding  degree.  The  present  advance  will  affect  only 
the  retail  salesmen  :  but  it  is  announced  that  unless  the 
cost  of  raw  material  drops  to  its  former  level  the  retail 
prices  of  soap  must  be  raised.  This  action  has  caused  con- 
siderable feeling  among  grocers. 

Co-operation  on  Show. 

The  annual  Co-operative  Exhibition  and  Festival  was 
held  at  the  Crystal  Palace  from  August  22  to  25.  The  Co- 
operalive  Wholesale  Society  bulked  most  largely  in  the 
exhibition,  twenty-two  of  its  productive  departments  being 
represented ;  the  other  exhibits  were  those  of  the  federated 
co-partnership  factories.  The  exhibition  was  small,  but  the 
exhibits  were  well  arranged  in  handsome  cases  of  co-opera- 
tive manufacture.  Its  features  were  boots  and  shoes,  in- 
cluding a  complete  working  exhibit,  and  articles  of  clothing. 
Pharmacy  was  not  much  in  evidence.  Penny  and  sixpenny 
grocery  lines  ("Winter  Wafers,"  bronchial  balsam,  cam- 
phor-cream, opaline  jars  of  ext.  sars.  comp.,  etc.),  well  got 
up.  seemed  to  be  the  extent  of  co-partnership  pharmacy. 
A  little  more  was  found  by  our  representative  under  the  sign 
of  the  G.W.S.  "  Wheatsheaf ,"  but  here  also  it  was  well 
mixed  with  groceries.  On  one  side  of  a  case  shown  by  the 
Silvertown  branch  zinc  ointment,  cold-cream,  and  glycerin 
and  eucalyptus  and  menthol  pastilles,  all  nicely  got  up,  were 
found  in  the  middle  of  sauces,  pickles,  and  sweets;  while 
above,  a  solid  exhibit  of  pickles  and  sauces  was  flanked  by 
.specimen  jars  of  C'.W.S.  cod-liver-oil  emulsion,  chemical 
food,  and  well-made  lieadache,  chamomile,  head-and-stomach 
and  digestion  pills.  The  Irlam  soapworks  had  a  rather 
striking  exhibit  of  toilet  and  household  soaps  in  all  forms, 
and  the  Crumpsall  works  a  fine  display  of  perfumery  in 
cut  glass.  The  cased  perfumes  shown  by  these  works,  and 
also  by  the  Silvertown  branch,  were  very  pretty  and  tasteful, 
and  are  probably  formidable  competitors  of  chemists'  goods 
in  co-operative  districts. 

The  "Working  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

In  Battersea  last  year  five  samples  of  camphorated  oil  and 
one  of  infants'  food  were  taken.    All  were  genuine. 

In  Stepney  last  year  the  .samples  taken  under  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts  included  two  of  almond  oil,  one  of 
camphorated  oil,  three  of  olive  oil.  and  one  of  powdered 
rhubarb.    All  were  genuine. 

In  Hackney  one  sample  of  olive  oil  was  found  on  analysis 
to  contain  100  per  cent,  of  cottonseed  oil.  Proceedings  were 
taken  against  the  vendor,  but  the  summons  was  withdrawn 
in  consequence  of  it  being  found  that  a  notice  had  been  given 
to  the  purchaser. 


In  Hamp&tead  the  following  samples  were  examined,  with 
satisfactory  results  in  every  case  :  One  of  ammoniated 
tincture  of  quinine,  one  of  citrate  of  magnesia,  two  of  citrate 
of  quinine  and  iron,  one  of  cod-liver  oil,  two  of  lime-juice 
cordial,  and  one  of  sarsaparilla-wine. 
Poor-law  Notes. 

The  Hampstead  Guardians  at  their  last  meeting  passed  a 
vote  of  sympathy  with  the  relatives  of  Miss  Thorpe,  who 
was  for  some  years  dispenser  at  the  workhouse  infirmary. 
Miss  Thorpe  had  been  in  ill-health  for  some  months,  and 
recently  the  Guardians  granted  her  twelve  months'  leave  of 
absence.  She  underwent  an  operation  shortly  afterwards, 
and  died.  Her  services  were  very  highly  spoken  of  by  the 
Guardians. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Rotherham  Board  of  Guardians  on 
August  27,  Mr.  Crank  took  exception  to  an  item  of  120/.  for 
drugs,  quoting  from  the  accounts  to  show  that  for  the  four 
months  since  April  the  total  cost  to  the  hospital  was  only 
50/.,  which  included  soda-water.  Mr.  Houghton  desired  a 
detailed  statement  of  the  drug  account,  and  the  Workhouse 
Master  said  his  figures  were  up  to  Lady  Day  last  and  the 
drugs  were  those  ordered  and  paid  for  for  the  whole  house.. 
The  matter  was  eventually  referred  to  the  committee. 
Auction  Sales. 

The  fittings  of  the  shop  in  Granby  Street,  Leicester,  tilii 
recently  owned  by  the  executors  of  the  late  Mr,  Berridge, 
were  sold  by  auction  last  week,  but  did  not  realise  very  good  I 
prices,  one  or  two  lots  going  very  cheaply. 

The  fixtures  and  fittings  at  Regent  Works.  15  Anlaby 
Road,  Hull,  belonging  to  Messrs.  G.  Coverdale,  Ltd.,  are  ■ 
to  be  sold  by  auction.    The  premi.ses  were  originally  Mr.. 
William  Hay's  retail  shop  and  warehouse,  after  which  they  ■ 
were  in  the  possession  of  Messrs.  Chilvers,  Johnson  &.  Co. 
until  taken  over  by  Messrs.  Coverdale. 

The  stock  in  the  shop  formerly  carried  on  by  Mr.  C.  E. 
Kilpin,  trading  as  Lemmon  &  Kilpin,  at  13  Gardner  Street, . 
Brighton,  was  sold  by  auction  on  August  24,  and  realised' 
just  about  25/.  Among  those  who  attended  the  sale  wer& 
a  few  of  the  Brighton  chemists,  including  Messrs.  Franklin;,- 
Davies,  and  Barker.  Mr.  C.  T.  Dusart,  late  of  the  Sussex- 
Drug  Co.,  Ltd.,  was  rather  a  large  buyer,  securing  about; 
one-third  of  the  effects.  The  catalogue,  as  usual,  contained 
some  curiosities,  one  lot  being  printed  "tins  of  prussic 
acid,"  when  boric  acid  was  apparently  intended. 

Midland  Notes. 

Hops  are  l.s.  per  lb.,  or  90s.  to  100.?.  per  cwt. — tw'ice  last 
year's  price — owing  to  the  ravages  of  the  hop  aphis.  It  is 
suggested  that  ladybirds  should  be  reared,  as  these  are  the 
deadly  enemies  of  the  aphi.s. 

The  hot  weather  has  produced  the  usual  epidemic  of  in- 
fantile diarrhoea  in  Birmingham.  Last  week  eighty-six 
deaths  per  thousand  were  recorded.  The  locality  chiefly 
concerned  is  the  St.  Bart's  district,  and  pharmacists  there 
report  a  record  in  mist,  cretse  sales. 

Harborne  is  undergoing  a  canvass  for  the  trams  again, 
and  the  traders,  including  the  pharmacists  in  the  district, 
are  in  favour,  but  that  wealthy  Edgbastonian,  Lord  Cal- 
thorpe,  will  not  have  them  at  any  price. 

As  illustrative  of  the  rate  of  remuneration  paid  to  lady 
dispensers  at  public  institutions  for  afternoon  service  only, 
the  Wolverhampton  and  District  Hospital  for  Women  offer's 
30/.  per  annum  and  gives  two  weeks'  holiday.  No  attend- 
ance is  required  on  Sunday  and  Saturday. 

The  "Birmingham  Mail,"  in  an  article  on  "How  to 
Keep  Cool,"  condemns  the  soda-fountain  iced  drinks,  and 
suggests  the  humble  aqua  hordeata  instead.  Non-alcoholic 
beverages  are  likew'ise  objected  to  because  of  the  presence 
"of  salicylic  acid,  which  occurs  in  all,  stopping  the  flow 
of  gastric  juice  and  injuring  the  stomach-lining." 

Mr.  W.  H.  Lang,  foreign  traveller  for  Messrs.  Southall 
Bros.  &  Barclay,  Ltd.,  left  on  August  30  on  board  the 
Arcadia  for  an  extended  journey  through  India,  to  be  fol- 
lowed probably  by  a  visit  to  South  Africa.  Mr.  Lang  has 
been  recently  probing  some  of  the  mysteries  of  golf,  but  his 
clubs  form  no  part  of  his  travelling  gear. 

Mr.  F.  Adam,  who  bought  Mr.  Wilkes"  business,  in 
Broad  Street,  Birmingham,  has  given  up  the  shop,  which  is 
now  to  let.    This  business  has  been  m.anaged  by  several 
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gentlemen,  but  was  at  length  found  to  be  superfluous  in  that 
particular  part  of  the  city.  Mr.  Adam  has  a  business  in 
Islington  Row,  near  to  Fiveways,  Edgbaston,  and  another 
at  Piggott  Street,  in  the  same  neighbourhood. 

The  tale  is  told  that  recently  a  local  firm  of  dispensing 
chemists  sent  a  note  to  a  neighbouring  firm  for  a  certain 
ingredient  to  be  used  in  a  prescription  which  had  come  in 
to  be  "  filled."  The  reply  was  that  they  had  not  got  the 
article ;  but  when  the  prescription  was  subsequently  taken 
to  the  neighbours'  shop  by  the  patient  it  was  dispensed 
without  demur  or  delay.  The  narrator  remarks,  ' '  Funny, 
wasn't  it  ?  " 

■  At  the  sitting  of  the  Worcester  Election  Commission  on 
August  23,  evidence  was  given  by  Alderman  J.  A.  Steward, 
pharmacist  and  ex-Mayor  of  the  city,  who  canvassed 
at  the  recent  election  on  the  Conservative  side.  Alderman 
Steward  said  he  saw  no  bribery,  but  admitted  there  were 
a  few  loafers  about  who  always  wanted  a  drink.  At  a 
subsequent  stage  of  the  proceedings  "Mr.  Steward, 
chemist,  High  Street,"  denied  giving  a  man  named  Saunders 
money  on  election-day. 

The  local  fraternity  have  been  a  little  puzzled  with  regard 
to  an  ingredient  in  the  prescription  of  a  local  medical 
practitioner  who  is  also  a  knight.    It  is  as  follows  : 

Tr.  olete  fol   inxv. 

Reference  to  Martindale,  Squire,  and  other  authorities  gave 
no  clue,  but  Bentley  ultimately  came  to  the  rescue  with  the 
following:  "The  leaves  and  bark  of  the  olive-tree,  olea 
europcea,  hshve  been  highly  extolled  by  some  writers  for 
their  tonic  and  febrifugal  properties."  Can  this  be  what 
is  required  ? 

At  Smethwick  Police  Court  on  August  23,  William 
Hilditch  was  summoned  by  the  Postmaster-General  for  the 
recovery  of  8s.  lid.,  amount  of  unpaid  postage  on  various 
letters  written  by  him  to  all  parts  of  the  world  without 
prepayment,  and  which  the  addressees  declined  to  accept. 
It  was  stated  that  defendant  had  frequently  been  cautioned 
about  his  posting  letters  without  prepayment,  and  had 
promised  to  pay  and  to  desist  in  future  from  a  repetition  of 
his  conduct.  This  he  failed  to  do,  and  in  order  to  prevent 
frauds  on  the  Post  Office  these  proceedings  were  taken. 
Defendant  was  ordered  to  pay  the  amount  named,  with 
■costs,  or,  in  default,  to  undergo  seven  days'  imprisonment. 

Cricket. 

Davy  Hill's  C.C.  v.  Barronetta  C.C.— Played  at  Crofton 
Park  on  August  25.  Scores  :  Barronetta,  59 ;  Davy  Hills, 
191  for  five  wickets. 

Leicester  Pharmacy  A.C.  v.  Leicester  Y.M.C.A. — Played 
on  August  23  on  the  Old  County  Ground,  Aylestone  Park, 
Leicester.  The  chemists  could  only  total  42  to  their  oppo- 
nents' 8L 

Leicester  Pharmacy  A.C.  r.  Leicester  St.  Stephen's. — 
Played  on  August  16  at  the  Spinney  Hill  Park,  Leicester. 
The  Saints  batted  first  and  on  a  wretched  pitch  made  58. 
The  chemists,  however,  could  not  better  that  number,  poor 
as  it  was,  being  all  out  for  41.  H.  A.  Martin  alone  (16) 
made  double  figures.  For  the  chemists  Miles  (five  for  25) 
and  Forryan  (four  for  21)  bowled  well. 

The  L.P.A.C.  have  made  arrangements  with  the  Notts 
Chemists  A.C.  to  play  a  rubber  match,  each  club  having 
won  its  home  match.  It  will  be  played  on  the  Leicester- 
shire County  Ground,  Leicester,  on  Thursday,  September  6. 
Both  clubs  are  anxiously  looking  forward  to  what  should 
be  an  excellent  match  and  a  tight  tussle. 

Sheffield  Pharmacy  Athletic  Club  r.  Nottingham 
Chemists'  C.C. — At  their  annual  visit  to  Nottingham  on 
August  23,  Sheffield  gave  Notts  a  sound  beating.  A  party 
of  about  sixteen  went  to  Nottingham  to  play  and  cheer  the 
visitors.  The  Notts  team  won  the  toss  and  batted  first,  but 
failed  to  stand  up  against  the  bowling  of  Messrs.  Stather 
and  Weatherall,  and  were  all  di.smissed  for  51.  The 
Sheffielders  made  a  bad  start ;  but  Messrs.  Stather  and 
Weatherall  soon  rubbed  off  their  opponents'  total,  for  two 
vyickets.  The  visitors  then  knocked  up  a  score  of  145. 
After  the  match  the  Sheffield  party  were  entertained  to  tea 
at  Meldrtmi's  Cafe ;  Mr.  Douglas,  as  President  of  the 
Sheffield  Club,  expressing  the  thanks  of  the  visitors  for 
the  kind  hospitality  extended  to  them. 


Fire. 

A  fire  broke  out  on  the  premises  of  Messrs.  J.  W.  Baker 
&  Co.,  wholesale  druggists  and  drysalters,  in  York  Street, 
St.  Paul's,  Bristol,  on  August  23.  The  cause  of  the  out- 
break was  the  ignition  of  a  quantity  of  turpentine.  The 
fire-brigade  was  promptly  on  the  spot,  and  in  spite  of  work- 
ing under  considerable  difficulties  the  firemen  managed  to 
confine  the  flames  to  one  department. 

Sheflaeld  Wotes. 

Mr.  S.  E.  Melling,  who  was  formerly  a  member  of  the 
city  analyst's  staff  here,  and  who  has  just  been  appointed 
public  analyst  for  Wigan,  is  the  brother  of  Mr.  A.  E. 
Melling,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Newton-le-Willows. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Furness,  J. P.,  chemist  and  druggist,  was  one 
of  the  principal  speakers  at  a  Conservative  garden-party 
held  on  August  25  at  Wadsley,  devoting  his  speech  to  an 
attack  which  has  been  made  on  a  local  Alderman  and  an 
ex-Lord  Mayor. 

The  Sheffield  Higher  Education  Sub-Committee  have  re- 
ceived an  application  from  the  Council  of  the  University 
for  a  grant  in  aid  of  the  faculties  of  Arts,  Science,  and 
Medicine  to  cover  the  period  from  July  to  next  March.  The 
sub-committee  recommend  the  Education  Committee  to 
make  a  grant  of  4,500?.  to  the  Council  of  the  University, 
and  that  a  supplementary  estimate  covering  that  amount  be 
presented  to  the  City  Council. 

On  August  24  an  errand-boy,  named  Hatchett,  fell  from 
the  steps  while  cleaning  the  windows  of  the  shop  of  Mr. 
Walter  Reckless,  chemist  and  druggist,  21  Exchange 
Street.  The  lad  was  taken  to  the  Royal  Hospital,  where 
it  was  found  that  his  skull  was  fractured.  He  died  two 
hours  after  admission.  At  the  inquest  on  August  27,  the 
Coroner  (Mr.  D.  Wightman)  pointed  out  the  danger  of  high 
collapsible  steps  and  said  a  ladder  was  safer. 

Pilfering  Sundries. 
As  a  sequel  to  extensive  pilfering  which  has  been  going  cn 
among  the  messengers  and  porters  employed  by  Messrs. 
Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.,  wholesale  and  manufac- 
turing chemists,  of  Hanover  Street,  Liverpool,  six  young 
men  were  placed  in  the  dock  at  the  Liverpool  Police  Court 
on  August  27,  before  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate.  Their 
names  were  Harry  Jones  (28),  Arthur  Curran  (21), 
Frederick  Jordan  (20),  William  Quirk  (18),  William 
Murphy  (17),  and  Thomas  Barrow  (16).  The  stolen  articles 
included  a  dozen  boxes  of  chocolate,  photo  postcards,  soap, 
baking-powder,  pills,  pomade,  photographic  materials,  tea, 
varnish — all  of  which  had  been  taken  in  small  quantities. 
The  six  prisoners  admitted  the  charges.  It  was  stated  that 
the  pilfering  had  been  going  on  for  some  time,  and  was  on 
the  increase.  One  of  the  youths  admitted  that  he  had  been 
supplying  a  person  outside  the  place  with  stolen  articles 
nearly  every  other  day.  With  the  exception  of  Jones,  who 
was  a  chemist's  assistant,  all  the  prisoners  were  employed 
as  porters  in  the  establislunent.  There  had  been  a  regular 
system  of  barter  and  exchange  between  them  for  some  time 
— one  exchanging  goods  taken  from  his  own  department  for 
goods  taken  from  another  department.  Jones  had  paid 
money  to  the  younger  ones  for  procuring  stuff  for  him. 
Jordan  and  Barrow  were  remanded  on  bail  for  four  days  ; 
Jones  was  sentenced  to  six  months'  imprisonment  in  the 
second  division ;  Quirk  was  fined  20s.  and  costs,  or  fourteen 
days' ;  Murphy  20s.  and  costs,  or  fourteen  days' ;  and 
Arthur  Curran  10s.  and  costs,  or  seven  days'  imprisonment. 

The  Week's  Poisonings. 
There  were  only  five  fatalities  by  poisoning  reported 
during  the  past  week,  four  being  caused  by  carbolic  acid. 
Two  were  misadventures  ;  a  child,  named  Elizabeth  Stanton, 
three  years  old,  drinking  a  quantity  of  carbolic  acid  from  a 
bottle  she  had  got  hold  of,  and  Peter  Poole  (52),  a  Wrexham 
collier,  swallowing  a  fatal  dose  of  carbolic  acid  in  mistake 
for  medicine.  William  Edward  Flint  (28),  an  iron-turner, 
at  Bradford,  committed  suicide  with  carbolic  acid,  and  so 
did  Catherine  Mary  Neale  (31),  wife  of  a  farmer  at  Market 
Rasen.  The  only  other  poison  was  laudanum,  with  which 
Isaac  Jones  (29),  a  pawnbroker's  assistant  at  Cardiff, 
poisoned  himself.  In  Jones's  room  a  3-oz.  bottle  was  found 
which  had  contained  laudanum  purchased  some  time  before 
from  the  shop  of  Mr.  A.  Hagon,  chemist,  Bute  Street. 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Apothecaries'  Hall  of  Ireland. 
The  next  examination  for  assistants  of  the  Apothecaries' 
Hall  is  to  be  held  on  September  7. 

New  Business. 
Mr.  T.  M.  O'Connor,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  is  opening 
at  Aungier  Street,  Dublin,  a  high-class  pharmacy  and  dental 
establishment. 

Fire. 

On  Sunday  evening,  August  26,  a  fire  broke  out  in  the 
establishment  of  Mr.  J.  Walsh,  registered  druggist,  209 
York  Street,  Belfast.  A  branch  fire-station  was  close  by, 
and  the  outbreak  was  extinguished  before  much  damage 
was  done. 

Burglary. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  August  24  the  premises  of  Mr.  R. 
C  Marshall,  chemist  and  druggist,  Market  Square,  Dun- 
gannon,  were  broken  into  by  burglars  and  a  quantity  of 
stamps  stolen.  This  is  one  of  a  series  of  undetected  bur- 
glaries which  are  causing  alarm  in  the  town. 

Personal. 

Mr.  John  Baxter,  chemist  and  druggist,  Ballymoney,  has 
been  appointed  to  the  commission  of  the  peace  for  the 
county  Antrim. 

Dr.  James  A.  Walsh,  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland,  has  been  elected  a  Governor  of  the 
Apothecaries'  Hall,  Dublin. 

Dublin  Sanatorium. 

'i'he  strenuous  advocacy  of  Dr.  J.  C.  McWalter  for  the 
«stablishment  of  a  consumptives'  sanatorium  for  the  poor  ot 
Dublin  (6'.  A  D.,  October  28,  1905,  p.  677)  has  at  length 
borne  fruit.  The  Dublin  Corporation  resolved,  at  a  special 
meeting  on  August  24,  to  levy  a  penny  in  the  pound  rate 
towards  the  establishment  of  a  sanatorium  for  consumptives 
of  Dublin  city  and  county. 

The  Horse  Show. 
The  Dublin  Horse  Show  has  been  held  during  the  week. 
Among  the  exhibits  on  Stand  No.  61  (Messrs.  Hayes, 
■Conyngham  &  Robinson,  chemists,  Dublin)  was  Acushla 
perfume,  Hasine,  a  non-poisonous  disinfecting-fluid,  to- 
gether with  weed-killer  and  cattle-medicines.  Messrs. 
Francis  Cupiss,  Ltd.,  Diss,  Norfolk,  showed  an  assortment 
of  their  well-known  medicines  for  live-stock.  Mr.  D.  M. 
Watson,  61  South  St.  George's  Street,  Dublin,  showed 
"Liverpool"  virus  for  destroying  rats,  and  Smith's  "Per- 
fect "  weed-killer. 

Java  Bean  Poisoning. 
To  the  last  meeting  of  the  Donegal  County  Council, 
Mr.  Robert  Barklie,  analyst,  Belfast,  reported  that  he  had 
received  samples  of  bean  meal  (made  from  Java  beans) 
which  had  caused  the  death  of  cattle  that  had  been  fed 
on  the  meal.  The  analyses  were  made  with  a  view  to 
seeking  compensation. — The  Chairman  said  the  matter  was 
a  very  serious  one,  and  it  was  decided  to  send  a  copy  of 
Mr.  Barklie's  report  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Tampering  with  Medicines. 

At  the  meeting  cf  the  Monaghan  Board  of  Guardians 
on  August  27,  a  letter  was  read  from  the  Local  Government 
Board  with  reference  to  the  tampering  w-ith  n.edicines  at 
Castleshane  Dispensary  (see  C.  d-  D.,  August  11,  p.  237). 
The  L.G.B.  advised  the  Board  to  report  the  matter  to  the 
police,  as  it  wotild  seem  that  some  unauthorised  person 
had  obtained  access  to  the  dispensary  and  tampered  with 
the  supply  of  liquor  morphince  hydrochloridi. — It  was 
unanimously  resolved  to  ask  for  a  sworn  inquiry  into  the 
circumstances  of  the  outrage. 

L.G.B.  Report. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Local  Government  Board  for 
Ireland  just  issued  deals  as  follows  with  the  subject  of  the 
snedicines  and  medical  and  surgical  appliances  : 

We  have  again  to  reporr  very  favourably  on  the  quality  of 

tho  medicines  supplied  for  workhouses  and  dispensaries. 

Out  of  9,455  samples  analysed  only  231  or  2.44  per  cent,  were 

■not  in  accordance  with  the  standards  laid  down,  and  ii. 

many  of  these  cases  the  deficiencies  were  only  trifling.  In 


previous  year  the  pcrcontago  of  defective  samples  was  3.3. 
Not  only  has  tho  number  of  samples  unfavourably  reported 
on  largely  decreased,  but  the  general  quality  nf  the  galenical 
preparations  has  proved  to  be  of  a  higher  and  more  uniform 
quality  than  in  previous  years.  As  regards  tho  medical  and 
sui-gical  appliances,  some  complaints  were  made  as  to  the 
quality  of  the  calico,  French  wool,  and  a  few  other  items; 
but  on  the  whole  we  received  very  few  unfavourable  reports 
from  medical  officers  respecting  the  supplies.  We  are  glad 
to  be  able  to  report  that  the  total  expenditure  for  medicines 
and  medical  and  surgical  appliances  was  1,408/.  19s.  Id.  less 
than  in  the  preceding  year,  and  3,774/.  2s.  bd.  hrs  than  in 
the  year  1902.  The  competition  for  contracts  for  1905-6, 
which  were  distributee!  amongst  ten  firms,  was  almost  as 
keen  as  previously,  and  the  discounts  allowed  were  again 
very  high,  averaging  30^  per  cent,  and  31  per  cent,  respec- 
tively on  medicines  and  appliances.  Our  order  of  December 
20,  1905,  provides  that  recoupment  from  the  local  taxation 
account  will  not  be  alloweel  in  any  case  where  a  tender  for 
the  supply  of  drugs  or  other  articles  contained  in  the  pre- 
scribeel  lists,  other  than  the  lowest,  is  accepted,  unless  wc, 
on  application  being  maele  by  the  guarelians  for  that  pur- 
pose, shall  approve  of  the  acceptance  of  such  ter.dcr. 


Scotcb  HUm, 

Local  newspapers  containing'  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Glasgow  Optical  Society. 

Chemist-opticians  living  in  the  West  of  Scotland  should 
note  that  the  winter  session  of  the  Glasgow  Optical  Society 
opens  on  September  5,  at  the  Blythswocd  Hotel,  320  Argyle 
Street,  Glasgow,  at  8  p.m.  The  Society  includes  several 
chemist-opticians  among  its  members,  but  there  may  be 
some  who  are  not  acquainted  with  the  Society,  which  is 
known  as  one  of  the  most  active  of  th?  provincial  optical 
associations.  Ths  Secretary — Mr.  John  McLauchlin,  172 
West  Regent  Street,  Glasgow — will  send  a  copy  of  the  new 
syllabus  to  anyone  interested  in  the  optical  industry. 
The  President's  Visit. 

The  President  cf  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain,  Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson,  having  been  appointed  to 
represent  the  Society  at  the  Aberdeen  University  celebra- 
tions, the  pharmacists  of  the  North  of  Scotland,  taking 
advantage  of  his  presence  among  them,  have  resolved  to 
entertain  him  to  dinner  in  the  Palace  Hotel,  Aberdeen,  on 
the  evening  of  Wednesday,  September  26.  Mr.  A.  L. 
Bruce,  9  i\xillburn  Street,  Aberdeen,  who  is  acting  as 
Secretary,  will  be  pleas;d  to  hear  from  any  chemist  who 
might  be  visiting  Aberdeen  at  that  time,  and  who  would 
care  to  join  them. 

Did  not  Like  It. 
Shopkeepers  in  High  Street.  Dundee,  have  been  fretting 
for  some  years  at  the  infliction  of  Lady  Mary's  Fair,  a 
festival  which  lasts  a  week,  and  is  the  signal  for  the  arrival 
of  "cheap-jacks"  who  dump  down  their  stock  on  stalls  in 
front  of  the  highly  rented  shops.  This  year  a  plan  of 
campaign  was  arranged  by  which  each  shopkeeper  rented  the 
ground  in  front  of  his  preniises  and  then  erected  stalls  and 
displayed  goods  for  sale.  This  action  irritated  the  excluded 
dealers,  and  so  nuich  feeling  was  engendered  that  several 
stalls  and  contents  were  upset  by  the  crowd  in  a  spirit  of 
mischief.  Messrs.  J.  Hardie  &  Son,  pharmacists,  among 
others,  were  the  victims  of  this  riotous  conduct  at  nocn  on 
Saturday,  August  25. 


Substitution? — The  Specialities  Ccmn;ittee  cf  the 
Vienna  Pharmacists'  Association  has  published  formulse 
for  preparations  which  may  be  substituted  for  a  few  market- 
ible  specialities  under  the  title  cf  "  Prscscriptiones 
V'iennenses."  Copies,  with  a  circular  and  a  pocket-card 
for  doctors,  have  been  sent  to  all  the  pharmacists  and 
nedical  men  in  Vienna,  as  well  as  to  all  the  pharmaceutical 
issociations  throughout'Austria.  The  pocket-card  gives  the 
a.ime  of  the  preparation  compounded  by  the  pharmacist 
himself,  together  with  the  name  of  the  speciality  for  which 
it  is  to  be  used  as  a  substitute,  the  price  of  the  original 
;pe(  iality,  and  the  price  of  the  substitute.  The  scheme 
liffers  from  the  German  one,  on  which  it  is  modelled,  in  that 
-he  preparations  are  not  to  be  put  up  as  specialities,  but 
are  to  be  dispensed  in  ordinary  medicine-bottles  on  the 
prescriptions  of  medical  men. 
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(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Fire  at  a  Chemical-works. — On  Monday  last  a  some- 
what serious  fire  broke  out  at  Messrs.  Scliloesing  &  Co.'s 
chemical-worljs  at  Marseilles. 

CoxsuMPTiox-TAX  ON  MINERAL  WATERS. — The  French 
Budget  Bill  for  1907  contains  a  proposal  to  levy  a  consump- 
tion-duty on  all  mineral  waters  not  in  syphons.  Mineral 
waters  in  bottles  not  containing  more  than  ^  litre  will  pay 
2^c.  per  bottle  :  while  those  containing  more  than  ^  litre, 
but  less  than  1  litre,  will  pay  5c.  per  bottle.  The  proposal 
will  come  up  for  discussion  in  the  French  Chamber  of 
Deputies  in  October. 

The  Lyons  Society  of  Pharmacy  has  decided  to  cele- 
brate its  centenary  by  the  publication  of  a  volume  cle  luxe 
containing  a  history  of  the  Society,  the  history  of  pharmacy 
at  Lyons  since  the  time  of  the  Romans,  notes  on  the  Apothe- 
caries of  the  Hotel  Dieu  Hospital  of  Lyons,  and  the  account 
of  the  late  centenary  proceedings — the  inauguration  of  the 
bust  of  Crolas  and  the  speeches  and  proceedings  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Congress  held  at  Lyons  on  the  same 
occasion. 

The  Question  of  Raw  Fruit. — According  to  Professor 
Metchnikoff,  the  well-known  Pasteur  Institute  bacteri- 
ologist, fruit  is  better  not  eaten  raw,  in  fact  he  is  inclined 
to  utterly  condemn  it  as  an  article  of  food  uncooked.  The 
reason  he  gives  is  that  he  has  found  that  all  raw  fruits 
are  covered  with  microbes.  But  the  professor  advocates 
the  use  of  stewed  fruit  as  it  is  sterilised  in  the  cooking,  and 
it  is  only  in  this  form  that  fruit  is  eaten  at  his  own  table. 
In  reply  to  an  inquiry  regarding  grape-pips  when  swal- 
lowed giving  appendicitis,  he  is  of  opinion  that  they  may 
do  so,  but  he  does  not  attach  much  importance  to  the 
danger  incurred  in  that  connection. 

The  Late  Professor  Pruxier,  whoss  death  was 
reported  m  the  last,  issue  of  the  C.  d-  D.,  was  born  at  Arras, 
and,  as  a  Northerner,  was  silent  and  reserved  as  compared 
with  the  more  genial  and  sympathetic  Southerner.  He  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Pharmacy  of  Paris  in 
1879,  and  occupied  the  Presidential  chair  in  1886,  the  year 
after  his  nomination  as  titulary  Professor  of  Chemical  Phar- 
macy at  the  Paris  Superior  School.  Soberly  dressed,  with 
somewhat  fatigued  features  and  demeanour,  the  only'  point 
that  drew  my  attention  to  him  was  the  deference  with 
which  his  occasional  observations  were  listened  to  by  his 
colleagues.  There  was  nothing  of  the  handsome  presence 
of  a  Moissan  or  the  quiet  honhomie  of  a  Planchon  to  com- 
mand respect  or  attract  sympathy ;  it  was  evidently  simply 
a  question  of  his  position  and  reputation.  This  position 
was  still  further  improved  a  few  years  later  by  his  nomina- 
tion to  the  coveted  post  of  Director  of  the  Central  Hospital 
Pharmacy.  It  was  at  about  this  period  that  through  his 
obliging  permission  I  was  able  to  visit  in  detail  this 
ancient  and  remarkable  establishment,  and  gave  som.e 
account  of  it  in  the  C.  Jc  D.  M.  Prunier  was  the  delegate 
of  the  French  Government  at  the  International  Congress 
ot  Pharmacy  at  Brussels  in  1897.  I  remember  him  on  the 
steamer  on  the  Scheldt,  when  the  champagne  was  going 
round  after  the  lunch,  and  general  sociability  reigned, 
sitting  apart  with  his  wife  and  one  or  two  quiet  friends 
holding  grave  discourse,  not  purposely  shunning  the 
crowd,  but  content  in  his  calm  corner.  Such  men  are 
possibly  common  in  England.  France  has  hardly  enouo-h 
ot  them,  and  can  less  afford  to  spare  them. 
_  Trade  Associations  and  Applied  Chemistry  —The  Pre- 
sident of  the  Chemical  Society,  M.  Lindet,  has  hit  upon  the 
happy  Idea  of  inviting  trade  associations  to  offer  prizes  for 
the  solution  of  chemical  problems  connected  with  their  in- 
dustries, the  Society  acting  as  jury  and  intermediary  The 
Pharmaceutical  Products  Association  (M.  Catillon  Presi- 
dent) offers  one  10/.  prize  for  the  best  essay  on  '(1)  the 
economical  preparation  of  any  object,  (2)  the  analysis  of 
purity,  (3)  the  detection  of  fraud,  or  (4)  any  other  question 
interesting  and  useful  in  relation  to  pharmaceutical  products. 

The  Pharmacie  Centrale  (M.  Buchet,  director)  offers  five 
annual  prizes  of  lOZ.  for  a  work  on  "a  subject  of  analysis 
allowing  of  industrial  control."  The  Paris  Wholesale  Wine 
and  Spirit  Trades  Association,  the  Fatty  Matters  Associa-  • 


tion,  and  the  Leather-trades  Association  also  offer  prizes, 
while  the  French  Perfumery  Association  (M.  Piver,  Chair- 
man) offers  an  annual  medal,  value  8Z.,  for  the  best  work  on 
the  following  four  questions  or  any  other  subject  bearing  on 
perfumery  : 

1.  Increase  of  the  percentage  of  essential  oils  in  plants  (by 
selection,  culture,  or  manure)  without  lowering  quality. 

2.  Improvements  in  quality  of  essential  oils  in  course  of 
distillation  either  by  stopping  the  decomposition  or  favour- 
ing the  formation  of  alcohols,  ethers,  etc. 

3.  Detection  of  fraud  in  essential  oils  or  perfumes. 

4.  A  solvent  capable  of  replacing  alcohol  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  perfumery. 

M.  Pillet  continues  his  annual  10/.  prize  for  a  work  on 
essential  oils  ;  the  subject  on  this  occasion  to  be  "  The  Study 
of  the  Principal  Constituents  of  Jissential  Oils,  from  tli& 
Point  of  View  of  Estimation  and  Preparation." 

Seasickness  was  recently  discussed  at  the  Society  of 
Therapeutics.  M.  Bardet's  observations  point  to  acidity  of 
the  stomach  as  being  the  cause  of  the  trouble,  and  he  pro- 
poses to  counteract  the  acidity.  Validol,  used  in  German 
and  English  boats,  gives  good  results,  but  M.  Bardet's 
treatment  consists  in  saturating  the  excess  of  hydrochloric 
acid  of  the  stomach  by  2  or  3  grams  of  a  mixture  of  car- 
bonate of  lime  or  magnesia  with  bismuth  subnitrate.  After 
this  the  patient  should  take  every  hour  one  teaspoonf ul  of  ; 


Grams. 

Picrotoxine    0.05 

Hydrochloride  of  morphine     ...  0.05 

Sulphate  of  atropine    0.01 

Validol   10 

Curasao   250 


Five  doses  can  be  taken  consecutively  if  found  necessary. 
During  the  first  day  at  sea  food  should  be  avoided,  on  the- 
second  day  a  milk  diet  should  be  adhered  to,  the  third  day 
frequent  small  meals,  and  so  on.  M.  Bardet  assured  the- 
Academy  he  has  obtained  good  results  by  his  method  of 
treatment. — M.  Desesquelle  said  that  by  the  use  of  bromo- 
form-water  (ten  teaspoonfuls)  one  of  his  patients  had 
avoided  seasickness  between  Newhaven  and  Dieppe,  without 
fasting. — M.  Catillon  remarked  that  seasickness  is  a  very 
variable  phenomenon ;  he  had  noticed  that  alkaline  bile  was 
often  vomited. — M.  Chevalier  agreed  that  cases  differed 
very  much,  and  said  that  cetraric  acid  is  one  of  the  best 
remedies  he  knows. 

Pharmacy  in  Madagascar. — The  first  attempt  to  regu- 
late the  practice  of  pharmacy  in  Madagascar  dates  from 
March  31,  1894,  when  a  li.st  was  published  of  medicaments 
which  could  be  sold  freely  in  the  island.  In  1899  the 
Governor  forbade  the  free  sale  of  medicaments  at  Tamatave 
and  at  Majunga,  as  French  pharmacists  were  established 
in  those  two  towns.  In  1901  the  same  measure  was  made 
applicable  to  all  towns  where  pharmacies  had  been  esta- 
blished. On  March  27,  1904,  a  formal  decree  was  issued 
regulating  the  practice  of  pharmacy.  To  keep  open  shop 
the  French  diploma  of  pharmacien  is  required,  but  excep- 
tion is  made  in  favour  of  those  who  were  in  business  pre- 
vious to  the  above  date,  and  doctors  who  live  more  than 
10  kilometres  (6^  miles)  from  a  pharmacy  may  dispense 
medicines  for  their  patients,  but  must  not  keep  open 
shop.  The  only  medicaments  which  native  doctors  are 
allowed  to  dispense  under  the  exemption  are  specified  in  a 
schedule.  The  free  sale  of  medicines  being  thus  done  away 
with,  depots  for  the  sale  of  officinal  remedies  and  simple 
drugs  can  be  set  up,  in  localities  where  no  pharmacy  exists, 
by  persons  having  a  certificate  of  "aptitude,"  but  such 
depots  exist  in  very  few  places,  so  that  it  has  been  found 
necessary  to  issue  a  decree  authorising  the  Governor  of 
Madagascar  "to  make  all  arrangements  necessary  for 
putting  salts  and  quinine  at  the  disposal  of  everyone  at  the 
lowest  possible  price."  This  decree  is  regarded  by  some 
pharmacists  as  constituting  "the  thin  edge  of  the  wedge," 
and  as  a  preparatory  measure  leading  up  to  a  Government 
monopoly  of  pharmacy — a  somewhat  exaggerated  view. 

Pharmacy  a  la  Mode. — The  "  Western  Drug  Record  "  gives 
the  following:  "For  a  nice  mint  julep,  a  Tom  Collins  or  a 
high  ball,  or  a  nice  clean  shave,  or  a  hair  cut,  or  anything  in 
the  grocery,  hardware,  dry-goods  or  millinery  line,  call  at 
the  City  Drug-store.  Also  drugs  for  sale."  This  reminds 
another  American  journal  of  a  sign  formerly  appearing  on  a 
drug-store  at  Lang-try,  Texas,  which  read :  "  Teas,  Taters, 
and  Tobacco;  Whisky,  Nails,  and  other  Drugs;  Pinc-tar 
and  Shingles;  Horse-shoeing  done  here." 
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Soutb  african  1Rew0. 

(From  our  own  Correspondents.) 

Cape  Colony. 

Personal. — ^Ir.  Albert  Walsh,  of  Lennon,  Ltd.,  has 
been  nominated  by  the  Citizens'  Guild  for  the  forthcoming 
City  Council  election. 

Simon's  Town,  the  Naval  base,  is  fighting  an  outbreak 
of  smallpo.x.  The  authorities  view  the  recent  epidemic 
with  some  alarm,  and  have  taken  stringent  measures 
towards  gaining  a  clean  bill  of  health. 

Serious  Riotino  Occurred  at  Cape  Town  just  before 
the  last  mail  left.  Several  stores  were  looted  in  the  city  itself 
and  at  Woodstock,  but,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  no 
damage  was  done  to  any  of  the  drug-stores.  The  principal 
streets  were  patrolled  by  police,  all  of  whom  were  armed. 

Oil-Discoveries  Take  Place,  writes  our  Cape  corre- 
spondent, somewhere  or  other  is  South  Africa  with  sur- 
prising regularity.  If  it  is  not  in  Rhodesia  it  is  at  Ceres, 
Cape  Colony,  or  in  the  Eastern  Transvaal.  The  Portu- 
guese are  responsible  for  the  latest  discovery,  said  to  be 
within  twenty  miles  of  Lorenzo  Marques. 

General  Dealers'  Licences  Amendment  Bill. — This  Bill 
was  read  a  second  time  on  August  7.  In  the  course  of  the 
discussion  Dr.  Beck  said  when  the  Bill  went  to  Committee 
he  hoped  the  Government  would  insert  a  provision  that  in 
future  nothing  should  prevent  a  licensed  victualler  from 
selling  aerated  waters.  The  same  thing  applied  to  chemists, 
who  could  not  sell  a  tooth-brush  without  a  general  dealer's 
licence,  although  a  general  dealer  could  sell  drugs. 

Railway  Rates. — The  traffic  manager  of  the  Midland 
system  has  advised  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Port 
Elizabeth  that  rebates  may  now  be  made  on  traffic  to  the 
Orange  River  Colony  of  the  difference  between  the  pub- 
lished and  the  proposed  rates.  The  rebate  to  operate  as 
from  June  27. — The  C.S.A.R.  announces  various  reduc- 
tions in  the  parcel-rates  to  the  Transvaal,  and  in  the 
through  and  local  goods-rates,  which  will  take  effect  from 
September  1.  The  parcels-rate  reduction  is  approximately 
25  per  cent.,  and  considerable  reductions  will  be  made  in 
the  through  traffic,  the  latter  being  the  result  of  the 
Maritzburg  Conference. 

A  First  Visit. — Mr.  C.  E.  Bryant,  a  special  representa- 
tive of  Messrs.  Colgate  &  Co.,  soap-makers  and  perfumers. 
New  York,  has  arrived  in  Cape  'Town  on  a  business  trip. 
In  order  to  cope  with  the  depressed  condition  of  trade,  to 
counteract  in  some  measure  the  increased  Customs-duties, 
and  to  make  their  first  visit  a  success,  Messrs.  Colgate  &  Co. 
are  offering  on  every  gross  of  large-size  cakes  of  certain 
kinds  a  half-gross  of  small-size  cakes  free.  On  gross  orders 
for  another  specified  soap,  one  gross  small-size  are  given 
gratis.  The  inducements  to  buy  Colgate  perfumery  include 
fiee  samples  with  the  larger-sized  bottles,  and  an  atomiser 
with  every  36  oz.  of  bulk  perfumery  ordered. 

Cancer-cure  Condemned. — The  report  of  the  Select 
Committee  appointed  by  the  Cape  Legislature  to  examine 
the  subject-matter  of  the  petitions  presented  on  behalf  of 
Mrs.  Van  Niekerk,  of  Stellenbosch.  has  been  issued.  The 
petitions,  which  were  signed  by  2.500  people,  state  that  Mrs. 
Van  Aiekerk  "is  the  owner  of  certain  preparations  which 
are  a  cure  for  cancer  " ;  that  for  these  she  charges  no  more 
than  would  be  paid  for  them  in  a  chemist's  shop  ;  that  despite 
this  she  has  been  convicted  of  infringing  the  Medical  Act ; 
and  that  "in  the  interests  of  suffering  humanity  it  is 
desirable  that  the  said  Act  be  so  amended  as  to  allow  the 
said  Mrs.  Van  Niekerk  to  attend  persons  suffering  from 
cancer  and  to  apply  the  said  preparations."  The  Com- 
mittee of  ten  included  four  doctors,  and  the  report,  signed 
by  eight  of  the  members,  condemning  Mrs.  Van  Isiekerk 
and  her  preparations,  has  been  tacitly  accepted  by  the 
Ministry.  The  report  states  that  the  principal  ingredient  of 
Mrs.  Van  Niekerk's  "  Aesiab  Ointment"  is  tartar  emetic. 
The  investigations  of  the  Conmiittee  show  that  Mrs,  Van 
Niekerk  has  had  no  medical  or  scientific  education  ;  that  the 
treatment  of  cancer  by  caustics  such  as  tartar  emetic  has 
been  abandoned  as  untrustworthy,  painful,  and  dangerous; 
that  there  is  no  authentic  case  of  cure  by  IMrs.  Van  Niekerk. 
although  the  Committee  have  inquired  into  cases  mentioned 
by  Mrs,  Van  Niekerk  herself.    The  report  even  goes  so 


far  as  to  say  that  in  two  of  the  cases  referred  to  (in  both  of 
which  the  patients  died)  "  Mrs.  Van  Niekerk's  treatment 
had  caused  needless  pain  and  suffering,  and  appeared  not 
only  to  have  hastened  death,  but  to  have  made  it  horrible." 
The  Committee  therefore  think  there  is  a  "necessity 
for  early  legislation  to  alter  and  bring  up  to  date  the  law 
which  now  regulates  the  granting  of  patents  in  this  Colony 
and  their  subsequent  use.  especially  those  of  a  medical 
nature,"  They  recommend  that  Mrs.  Van  Niekerk  should 
not  be  allowed  to  practise,  and  regret  that  the  sale  of  such 
remedies  as  hers  is  tolerated. 

Natal. 

Durban  Chemists  have  had  a  busy  time  during  July 
owing  to  the  influx  of  visitors  from  Johannesburg.  This 
year  the  up-country  holiday-seekers  have  not  been  so 
numerous  as  on  previous  occasions,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the 
dearth  of  that  necessity  which  is  the  complement  of  all 
holiday-making,  and  despite  the  increase  in  the  gold-output. 

A  Chemist-Optician. — Mr.  S.  K.  Elgie,  chemist  and 
optician,  49  Gardiner  Street,  Durban,  has  just  returned 
from  a  six-months'  sojourn  in  the  Homeland.  During  his 
stay  in  England  Mr.  Elgie  took  the  opportunity  of  studying 
for  the  two  examinations  of  the  Spectacle-makers'  Com- 
pany, and  had  the  gratifying  news  by  last  mail  that  he  had 
succeeded  in  passing  both  examinations. 

Transvaal. 

Mr.  W.  White,  chemist,  of  Roodepoort,  is  spending  a 
short  holiday  in  South  America. 

Business  Change. — Messrs.  Richards,  White  &  Co., 
Ltd.,  Johannesburg,  are  shortly  opening  a  new  branch  in 
the  fashionable  suburb  of  Yeoville,  in  the  premises  formerly 
occupied  by  Mr.  C.  Broom,  of  Bree  Street. 

The  New  Constitution. — The  chief  topic  of  conversa- 
tion this  week,  writes  a  Johannesburg  correspondent  on 
August  5,  has  been  the  new  Constitution,  the  details  of 
which  were  published  on  August  1.  It  has  been  well  re- 
ceived by  all  classes,  and  is  considered  likely  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  moderate  men  of  all  political  parties.  The  first 
general  elections  are  expected  to  take  place  in  a  few  months' 
time. 


Colonial  anb  foreign  IFlcws. 


The  Royal  Mining  Co.,  of  Joachimsthal,  has  begun  the 
manufacture  of  radium  preparations  for  medicinal  pur- 
poses. 

Students  of  Pharmacy. — Of  the  3,888  foreign  students 
who  have  matriculated  at  German  universities  recently, 
sixteen  are  studying  pharmacy. 

Assistants  Wanted. — Scarcity  of  assistants  is  said  to  be 
so  great  in  Alsace-Lorraine  that  Mr.  Greiner.  pharmacist, 
of  Miilhausen.  has  resigned  his  seat  as  a  member  of  the 
Town  Council  chiefly  because  he  could  find  no  suitable 
assistant  for  his  pharmacy. 

The  Attempt  on  the  Russian  Premier. — Among  those 
arrested  at  the  scene  of  the  attempted  assassination  of 
M.  Stolypin  (which  took  place,  curiously  enough,  on  Apothe- 
cary Island,  St.  Petersburg),  says  Renter,  is  a  young 
chemist's  assistant,  named  Weidmann,  who  had  recently 
arrived  from  the  South  of  Russia. 

Italian  St.^te  Quinine. — The  report  on  the  Italian  State 
quinine-business  for  the  year  1904-5  appears  in  the  "  Bol- 
lettino  Chunico-Farmaceutico."  The  total  receipts  were 
1,181,563  lire  and  the  expenditure  998,181  lire,  so  the  balance 
in  favour  of  the  State  was  183.382  lire,  which  is  almost 
identical  with  the  net  proceeds  of  the  preceding  year  1903-4. 
when  they  were  183,030  lire. 

P.A.T.A.  Movement  in  Austria. — The  committee  ap- 
pointed recently  by  all  the  Austrian  pharmaceutical  associa- 
tions to  regulate  the  prices  of  specialities  is  to  meet  in 
October  at  Vienna,  on  the  occasion  of  the  general  meeting  of 
the  Austrian  Pharmaceutical  Society.  The  propo.sal  put 
forward  is  that  a  scheme  on  P.A.T.A.  lines  should  be  tried. 
Those  makers  of  and  dealers  in  specialities  who  do  not  at 
present  give  sufficient  profit  to  the  retailers  are  to  be  asked 
to  give  better  terms  or  their  specialities  will  be  boycotted. 
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Illegal  Competition. — Dr.  Bischof,  of  Audernach, 
manufactures  a  remedy  called  "  Cornutinum.  "  Fritz 
Schiifer,  who  had  been  in  the  employ  of  Bischof  for  twenty- 
three  years,  left  and  started  the  manufacture  of  a  similar 
article  on  his  own  account,  using  Bischof's  process.  The 
Criminal  Court  at  Coblenz  have  found  Schafer  guilty  of 
infringement  of  the  law  regarding  illegal  competition,  and 
of  the  unauthorised  manufacture  of  medicaments  containing 
poison,  and  have  sentenced  him  to  two  months'  imprisonment 
and  a  fine  of  600m.  (30Z.). 

The  New  Swiss  Patent  Law  Proposals,  to  which 
reference  was  made  in  last  week's  issue  (see  p.  328),  are  not 
regarded  with  umnixed  favour.  The  Swiss  Apotheker- 
Verein  approve  the  idea  on  the  ground  that  if  patent-pro- 
tection were  granted  for  pharmaceutical  products,  it  would 
mean  an  increase  in  the  price  of  these  products  and  a  reduc- 
tion in  sales.  On  the  other  hand,  the  manufacturers  of 
pharmaceutical  chemicals  and  foodstuffs  submit  that  the 
exclusion  of  their  products  from  the  proposed  law  will 
cripple  the  industry. 

Hazeline  Cream  in  Germany. — On  May  14  a  druggist  was 
acquitted  by  the  Assize  Court  at  Gorlitz  for  selling  hazeline 
cream  as  a  medicament.  The  Court  regarded  the  prepara- 
tion, consisting  of  hazeline  and  lanoline,  as  a  cosmetic,  and 
thus  free  of  sale.  This  decision  has  now,  according  to  the 
"  Drogenhandler,"  been  confirmed  by  the  Gorlitz  County 
Court.  The  judgment  of  the  Higher  Court  states  that  the 
hazeline  cream  is  only  recommended  as  an  application  for 
the  skin  and  for  alleviating  and  removing  slight  injuries  to 
the  skin,  and  not  as  a  means  of  alleviating  or  healing 
diseases  or  actual  bodily  defects. 

Russian  Items. — The  latest  pharmaceutical  news  from 
Russia  is  indicative  of  the  lawless  state  of  the  country.  Three 
men  obtained  admission  to  the  Gordon  Pharmacy  in  St. 
Petersburg.  They  tendered  a  prescription  to  be  dispensed 
and  waited  for  the  mixture.  When  the  assistant  had  prepared 
the  medicine  and  was  about  to  hand  it  over,  one  of  the  men 
covered  him  with  a  revolver,  while  the  others  robbed  the 
cash-box  of  53r.  They  then  decamped. — It  is  reported  from 
Warsaw  that  the  Shutlowski  Pharmacy  there  was  robbed 
of  70r. — At  Jalta,  the  Wittort  Pharmacy,  in  the  centre  of 
the  town,  was  entered  and  ransacked  in  the  early  evening  by 
five  armed  robbers. — According  to  a  notification  by  the 
Russian  Medical  Council,  the  wholesale  sale  of  curative 
serums  is  restricted  to  hospitals,  to  the  owner  of  a  pharmacy 
or  of  a  drug-store ;  and  the  sale  of  such  to  individuals, 
except  on  the  order  of  a  medical  man,  is  prohibited. — The 
sanitary  doctors  of  St.  Peter.sbm-g  have  asked  the  City 
Sanitary  Committee  to  establish  a  special  wholesale  store  of 
medicines,  so  as  to  get  free  of  the  present  system  of 
exactions  on  the  part  of  the  monopolist  pharmacists. 

Sale  of  Medicines  in  Belgium. — The  Belgian  Govern- 
ment has  again,  as  in  1904,  issued  a  circular  to  the  municipal 
authorities  urging  on  them  the  necessity  of  controlling 
quackery,  and  especially  the  travelling  quack.  The  circular 
states  that  drug-dealers  who  are  not  qualified  as  pharma- 
cists or  druggists  are  forbidden  to  sell  simple  drugs  used 
exclusively  for  medicinal  purposes,  such  as  magnesium  sul- 
phate, castor  oil,  cod-liver  oil,  senna-leaves,  poppyheads, 
womi-seeds,  and  colocynth.  Qualified  pharmacists  only  are 
authorised  to  keep  for  sale  and  to  sell  compounded  medicines 
and  pharmaceutical  specialities;  medical  men,  however,  who 
have  the  right  to  dispense,  may  sell  these  to  their  patients. 
Compounded  medicines  include  such  things  as  the  various 
aperient  pills,  worm-pills,  aperient  teas  (St.  Germain  tea, 
St.  Joseph's  tea),  medicated  cotton-wool,  etc.  Every  pre- 
paration is  to  be  regarded  as  a  "medicament"  which  is  to 
be  used  internally  or  externally  for  healing  sickness  in  men 
or  animals.  Unqualified  dealers  may  sell  chemical,  vege- 
table, or  animal  products  used  for  technical  or  industrial 
purposes  and  for  the  household,  such  as  the  plants  used  for 
making  liqueurs  and  for  non-medicated  decoctions. 

Dispensing  "  Repeats." — Dr.  Wilhelm  Kiihn,  of  Leipzig, 
in  a  recent  issue  of  the  "  Medizinischen  Klinik,"  deals  with 
the  responsibilities  of  the  physician  and  the  pharmacist  in 
repeating  prescriptions.  A  paper  on  the  same  subject  by 
Dr.  Batchelor,  v/hich  appeared  in  the  ' '  British  Medical 
Journal,"  was  the  text  on  which  Dr.  Kiihn's  observations 
are  made.    The  English  doctor  sneered  at  the  pharmacist, 


and  his  German  confrere  does  the  same,  saying  that  prescrip- 
tions should  be  valid  for  only  a  specified  time.  It  appears 
to  us  a  very  serious  thing,  he  says,  that  a  pharmacist  cannot 
be  compelled  in  all  cases  to  refuse  to  dispense  a  prescription 
written  by  a  non-qualified  person  when  the  ingredients  are 
not  remedies  which  may  be  freely  sold  by  retail.  In  some 
cases,  even,  special  arrangements  exist  [in  Germany]  between 
the  unqualified  doctor  and  the  pharmacist  whei'eby  the  un- 
qualified man  gets  a  percentage  from  the  pharmacist  on  the 
prescriptions  he  sends.  These  statements  have  roused  the  ire 
of  the  "  Apotheker  Zeitung,"  the  editor  of  which  reminds. 
Dr.  Kiihn  that,  according  to  general  acceptance  in  Germany 
(confirmed  by  legal  decision),  the  person  in  whose  name  the 
prescription  is  made  out  is  acknowledged  to  be  the  owner  of 
it.  He  has  it,  therefore,  at  his  disposal  so  long  as  it  is  not 
restricted  by  legal  regulations.  Also  Dr.  Kiihn  does  not 
appear  to  know  that  the  practice  of  the  healing  art  is  free  to 
everyone;  there  is  therefore  no  reason  why  the  pharmacist 
should  not  dispense  the  prescriptions  of  an  "unqualified" 
man,  so  long  as  these  meet  the  legal  requirements.  Finally, 
the  "Zeitung"  strongly  repudiates  the  statement  that 
phai'macists  grant  percentages  to  quacks  for  referring  pre- 
scriptions to  them,  and  challenges  Dr.  Kiihn  to  prove  it. 

Sugar  Goods  for  Holland. — With  reference  to  the  notice 
which  appeared  in  the  C.  tfc  D.  for  August  11  (p.  242)  re- 
specting the  Dutch  Royal  decree  imposing  a  duty  on  certain 
medicines  imported  into  Holland,  the  Board  of  Trade  have 
now  received  a  translation  of  a  resolution  of  the  Dutch 
Minister  of  Finance,  issued  in  execution  of  the  above-men- 
tioned decree,  which  enumerates  the  medicines  prepared 
with  sugar  that  are  to  be  classified  as  "small  wares" 
[Kramerij).  Medicines  are  not  to  be  so  classified  unless 
imported  in  the  packing  in  which  they  are  offered  for  retail 
sale  ;  if  otherwise  imported  they  are  to  be  dutiable  according 
to  the  proportion  of  sugar  contained  therein.  The  resolution 
further  provides  that  articles  containing  liquorice,  such  as 
"sal-ammoniac  pastilles,"  shall  continue  to  be  dutiable  as 
liquorice.  It  is  further  provided  that,  when  the  importer 
is  in  doubt  as  to  the  proportion  of  sugar  contained  in  medi- 
cines imported  by  him,  he  shall  send,  before  declaring  the 
goods  for  importation,  a  sample  for  examination  at  the 
Department  of  Finance  (Imports  and  Excise  Division),  un- 
less he  prefers  to  pay  duty  at  the  highest  rate  (27  fl.  per 
100  kilos.).  No  change  has  been  made  in  the  tariff  classi- 
fication of  medicines  which,  though  containing  sugar,  ar© 
dutiable  under  the  heading  of  "  Spirits." 


Properly  authenticated  business  notices  (not  being-  advertisements, 
are  inserted  in  this  section  free  of  charge  if  promptly  com- 
municated to  the  Editor. 


Mr.  T.  E.  Jones,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  removed  tO' 
64a  Tail  Street,  Pontypool. 

The  business  which  Mr.  J.  H.  Gray  has  purchased  from 
Mr.  Thomas  Stevenson  is  situated  at  49  St.  Helens  Road^ 
Bolton. 

Messrs.  Harrington  &  Nicholson  have  opened  a  whole- 
sale and  retail  chemist  and  druggist's  business  at  21  Lowther 
Street,  Whitehaven. 

Mr.  W.  a.  McCarthy,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Grays, 
has  purchased  the  business  of  Mr.  R.  J.  Hooper  at  84  West 
Green  Road,  South  Tottenham. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Dent,  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly  oi 
Atwick,  Hull,  has  acquired  the  business  at  2  Market  Place, 
East  Dereham,  Norfolk,  lately  carried  on  by  Messrs. 
Bambridge,  Ltd. 

The  business  of  Mr.  George  Blount,  chemist  and  druggist,, 
carried  on  for  nearly  thirty-five  years  at  51a  High  Street, 
Camden  Town,  is,  owing  to  expiration  of  lease,  to  be  trans- 
ferred a  few  doors  away. 

Mr  H.  a.  Spouse,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  acquired  the 
business  formerly  carried  on  by  Mr.  D.  H.  Jay,  chemisS 
and  druggist,  at  5  St.  George's  Road,  West  Hill,  Hastings. 
Mr.  Jay  has  retired  after  being  forty-eight  years  in  phar- 
macy. 
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High  Court  Case. 

Ulsier  Chemists,  Ltd. 
In  the  Dublin  Courts  on  August  28,  before  Mr.  Justice 
Gibson,  sitting  as  Vacation  Judge,  the  matter  of  the  Ulster 
Chemists,  Ltd.,  in  liquidation  came  on.— Mr.  Overend  ap- 
plied on  behalf  of  Mr.  David  Boyd,  of  Donegall  ^^'quare, 
Belfast,  for  leave  to  issue  a  summons  to  have  a  claim  for 
<;ompensation  allowed.  Counsel  stated  that  his  client  sold 
his  business  to  the  company  at  the  time  it  was  floated,  and 
the  company  entered  into  an  agreement  to  employ  him  as 
manager  for  the  following  five  years.  Before  that  time  had 
elapsed  the  company  went  into  voluntary  liquidation.  Mr. 
Boyd  bought  back  his  business  from  the  company,  but  he 
found  it  much  depreciated,  and  had  to  remove  it  to  other 
premises.  He  applied  to  the  liquidator  for  compensation 
for  breach  of  agreement.  The  liquidator,  counsel  under- 
stood, was  advised  Mr.  Boyd  v.'as  entitled  to  compensation, 
but  the  committee  thought  otherwise,  and  that  Mr.  Boyd 
should  apply  to  the  Court.  The  only  point  to  be  decided 
was  whether  the  claim  could  be  admitted.— Mr.  Justice 
Gibson  granted  the  application. 

Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

Pythons'  Eggs. 
At  Burnley  Police  Court  on  August  22,  Henry  Reeve  was 
summoned  for  selling  poison  not  properly  labelled. 
Inspector  Williams  on  August  4  purchased  from  defendant 
what  are  known  to  children  as  pythons'  eggs,  and  on 
analysis  these  were  found  to  contain  95  per  cent,  of  sulpho- 
cyanide  of  mercury.  The  eggs  were  not  labelled  as  poison- 
ous by  defendant,  nor  were  his  name  and  address  on  them 
as  required  by  statute.— Mr.  Garrett,  who  prosecuted  on 
behalf  of  the  police,  did  not  press  the  case,  which  was 
brought  more  in  the  nature  of  a  warning. — Defendant,  who 
pleaded  ignorance  of  the  fact  that  the  eggs  contained 
poison,  was  fined  10s.,  including  costs. 


Banftniptcics  anb  jfailurct?. 


lie  Bekte.\m  Simpson,  late  of  19  Chesterfield  Road  and 
558  Abbovdale  Road,  Sheffield,  Chemist  and  Druggist.— A 
first  and  final  dividend  has  been  declared  of  G*-.  10(/.  in  the 
pound,  payable  on  September  5  at  the  offices  of  the  trustee, 
Mr.  B.  T.  C.  Grayson,  10  Figtree  Lane,  Sheffield. 

lie  Reuben  Hird,  Westgate  Street,  Gloucester,  Chemist  and 
Druggist. — The  trustee  under  this  failure  annouDces  that  ho 
has  completed  the  winding-up  of  the  estate.  After  meeting 
preferential  claims  and  the  costs,  the  unsecured  creditors  will 
receive  a  first  and  final  dividend  of  63.  '3d.  in  the  pound. 

Itc  WlLLUM  John  Tolmie,  Cromwell  Street,  Stornoway, 
Chemist  and  Druggist. — Mr.  George  Hodge,  C.A.,  135  Bu- 
chanan Street,  Glasgow,  has  been  elected  trustee  in  this 
sequestrated  estate.  A  meeting  of  the  creditors  will  be  held 
on  September  10,  at  twelve  o'clock,  within  the  trustee's 
chambers. 

Be  Charles  Edward  Kilpin,  108  Upper  North  Street, 
Brighton,  Druggist  (lately  carrying  on  business  at  13  Gardner 
Street,  Brighton,  as  Lemnion  &  Kilpin). — The  public  examina- 
tion was  held  at  the  Brighton  Court  on  August  23,  before  Mr. 
E.  A.  Knight,  Deputy-Registrar.  In  reply  to  the  Official 
Receiver  debtor  said  he  was  in  partnership  with  INIr.  Lemmon 
for  about  six  months,  and  then  the  latter  went  out.  Witness's 
sister  had  been  financing  him  in  his  business,  and  had  ad- 
vanced him  altogether  about  250/. ;  but  when  in  February 
last  he  said  he  wanted  more  money,  she  would  make  no 
further  advances,  and  decided  that  the  business  should  be 
sold.  Accordingly  she  found  a  purchaser  for  it,  and  he  gave 
him  possession.  He  concluded  that  his  sister  had  arranged 
matters,  and  was  going  to  take  over  his  liabilities,  but  he  had 
nothing  in  writing  to  confirm  this.  The  new  man  simply 
came  in  and  he  (debtor)  went  out.  The  purchaser  was  not  hie 
agent,  but  his  sister's.    The  examination  was  closed. 

Jte  William  Rolstone  Whiteway  Foot,  55  High  Street, 
Totnes,  Chemist  and  Mineral-water  Manufacturer. — A 
meeting  of  the  creditors  was  held  on  August  24,  when  accounts 
were  presented  showing  gross  liabilities  amounting  to 
935/.  2«.  If/.,  of  which  786/.  14«.  Id.  is  expected  to  rank  against 
the  estate  for  dividend ;  the  assets  are  estimated  to  realise 


237?.  2s.— The  Official  Receiver  stated  that  the  immcdiato 
cause  of  debtor  tiling  his  petition  was  the  levying  of  distress 
for  rent  amounting  to  63/.  Us.  Debtor  commenced  business  at 
Totnes  in  May  1892,  purchasing  the  business  for  870?.  from 
his  former  employer,  Mrs.  Sutherland.  Debtor  paid  580/, 
down,  it  being  arranged  that  the  balance  should  be  paid  in 
six  years  by  instalments.  The  £80/.  paid  was  obtained  by  a 
mortgage  of  200/.  on  some  property  and  by  an  unsecured  loan 
obtained  from  friends.  Debtor  had  no  other  capital.  The 
distress  had  been  withdrawn,  and  the  business  had  been  con- 
tinued with  a  view  to  its  disposal  as  a  going  concern.  Debtor 
states  that  for  some  years  he  had  been  aware  that  his  assets 
were  insufficient  to  pay  his  debts  in  full,  but  he  continued  the 
business  hoping  that  trade  would  improve.  Of  the  unsecured 
liabilities  362/.  Is.  was  due  to  trade  creditors.  Debtor  attri- 
buted his  failure  to  bad  trade  and  want  of  capital. — The  public 
examination  followed,  when  debtor  stated  that  the  business 
was  established  about  120  years  ago.  Trade  had  been  do- 
creasing  for  some  years.  Ho  denied  creditors'  suggestions 
that  he  had  neglected  the  business.— The  Official  Receiver 
said  he  had  had  complaints  from  one  or  two  creditors,  and  ho 
was  afraid  there  had  been  considerable  neglect.  He  hoped 
they  would  be  able  to  dispose  of  the  business  as  a  going  con- 
cern, which  would  bring  the  assets  up  to  considerably  above 
what  they  were  at  present  estimated  at.— The  examination 
was  closed. 

Itc  Charles  Edward  Scott,  trading  as  Maitland  &  Co., 
233  East  India  Dock  Road,  E.,  Chemist  and  Druggist.— Under 
a  receiving  order  made  in  this  case  on  the  petition  of  Messrs. 
Burtrovne,  Burbidges  &  Co.,  the  first  meeting  of  creditors 
was'held  on  August  29  at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court 
before  Mr.  Walter  Boyle,  Assistant  Official  Receiver.  No 
statement  of  affairs  was  filed,  but  the  debtor  roughly  esti- 
mates his  liabilities  at  2,400/.,  and  has  in  the  shape  of  assets, 
stock  1.000/.  (cost  price  1,200/.),  book  debts  400/.,  and  company 
shares  bl.  13s.    The  Chairman  reported  that  it  appeared  from 
the  clebtor's  statements  that  he  came  from  York  m  May  1904, 
and  purchased  the  business  from  Mr.  Target  for  750/.,  payable 
by  instalments.    The  purchase  comprised  stock  400/.,  lease 
and  goodwill  250/.,  and  fixtures  100/.    As  capital  the  debtor 
had  100/.  advanced  by  his  father,    who   subsequently  lent 
further  sums,  and  was  now  a  creditor  for  about  1,000/.  The 
average  gross  weekly  takings  were  15/.,  whilst  the  business 
expenses  were  very  heavy,  and  in  addition  a  considerable  sum 
was  expended  in  alterations.    The  debtor  had  contracts  for 
the  supply  of  drugs  to  the  Poplar  Board  of  Guardians  and 
the  Mile"  End  Infirmary.    In  consequence  of  pressure  by 
creditors  a  private  meeting  was  held  on  August  2,  but  no 
resolution  was  passed,  and  the  bankruptcy  petition  followed. 
The  debtor  left  town  on  August  8,  and  in  his  absence  the 
Court  made  an  interim  order,  which  was  followed  by  an 
absolute  receiving  order  on  Augiist  13.    There  wore  orders 
pending  under  the  contracts  which  could  be  executed  out  of 
the  stock  on  hand.    The  failure  was  ascribed  to  heavy  ex- 
penses, cost  of  alterations,  overstocking  in  order  to  carry  out 
the  contracts,  and  losses  by  thefts  on  the  part  of  assistants. 
A  proposal  was  made  on  behalf  of  the  debtor  to  vest  the 
estate  in  the  hands  of  a  trustee  with  a  view  to  realisation  and 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  vro  rata  among  the  creditors, 
with  the  proviso  that  the  •debtor's  father  and  mother  will 
accept  the  dividend  on  one  half  only  of  their  debts,  amounting 
respectively  to  1,000/,  and  150/.      The  Chairman  said  the 
meeting  must  be  adjourned  for  three  weeks  to  enable  the 
offer  to  be  properly  placed  before  the  creditors.    The  debtor's 
action  in  running  away  from  the  business  just  before  the 
failure  had  damaged  the  estate  considerably,  and  the  Poplar 
Board  of  Guardians  had  written  to  the  Official  Receiver  can- 
celling the  contract.    A  special  manager  had  been  appointed 
at  a  salary  of  3/,  a  week,  and  would  continue  the  business  for 
the  present.    The  meeting  was  accordingly  adjourned  until 
September  19.    The  following  are  the  principal  proofs  ten- 
dered bv  creditors: — Butler  &  Crispe.  64/.  13s.  lOr?.  ;  Bur- 
Eovne,  Burbidges  &  Co.,  196/.  19s.  ;  Baiss  Bros.  &  Stevenson, 
Ltd.,  100/.  12s.  9f/.  :  A.  Berliner.  190/.  Us.  Id.  :  Barclay  &  Co., 
Ltd..  315/.  ;  A.  H.  Cox  eV-  Co.,  Ltd.,  10/.  ;  G.  Coverdale.  Ltd., 
90/.  7s.  6f/.  :  F.  L.  &  A.  Griggs,  28/.  17s.  6d.  ;  Griffiths  & 
Gardiner.  306/.  4s.  8c/.  :  Harrison  &  Waide,  17/.  15s. ;  Hodg- 
kinson,    Prestons   &   King,    36/.    Is.    8d.  ;     W.  Homevard, 
12/.  10s.  6d.  ;  Lorimer  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  23/.  13s.  1(7. ;  H.  Pyke, 
45/.  5s.  4(?.  ;  J.  Scott  (father),  1,041/.  13s.  9f7.  ;  Mrs.  M.  A.  Scott 
(mother).    156/.;     Raphael,    Wheway    &    Redfern,  Ltd., 
16/.  6s.  (id. 


The  Month's  Failures. — According  to  "  Kemp's  Mercan- 
tile Gazette."  the  number  of  commercial  failures  published  in 
the  United  Kingdom  during  the  four  weeks  ended  August  25 
was  571.  or  a  decrease  of  79  on  the  figures  in  the  corresponding 
period  of  last  year.  The  failures  among  "  Chemists  and 
Druggists,"  however,  were  much  more  numerous  in  August 
1906  than  in  either  of  the  two  years  previously.  Last  month 
they  were  16.  in  August  1905  they  numbered  only  5,  while  in 
August  1904  they  were  8. 
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2)ec^6  of  arranoemcnt. 


Turner,  yrederiek  Georg-e,  1  Princess  Road,  Kilburn,  and 
67  Fernhead  Road,  W.,  chemist  and  optician.  Trustee, 
Ebenezer  H.  Hawkins,  I. A.,  3  Barbican,  E.G.  Dated 
August    18;     filed    August    25.     Secured  creditors, 
155/.  8s.  8f7. ;  liabilities  unsecured,  980?.  14s.  5d.  ;  estimated 
"net  assets,  477?.    The  creditors  include  the  following : 
Meggeson  &  Co.,  London  (11?.);  Fieldings,  Ltd.,  London 
(22?.);  W.  Sutton  &  Co.,  London  (65?.);  Messrs.  Rawsco, 
London  (11?.)  ;  E.  A.  Turner,  London  (250?.) ;  Davy  Hill 
&  Co.,  London   (135?.);    Mrs.   Ridglev,   London  (15?.); 
C.  Coke,  London  (300?.) ;  A.  H.  Cox  &  Co.,  Brighton  (10?.). 
HoIIoway,  Henry,  trading  as  Holloway  Brothers,  22  High 
Street,  and  residing  at  Lichfield  Street,  Walsall,  chemist 
and  drysalter.    Trustee,  Wm.  H.  Moore,  LA.,  Walsall. 
Dated  August  18 ;  filed  August  22.    Secured  creditors, 
1,165?.  ;  liabilities  unsecured,  1,317?.  17s.  7f?.  ;  estimatecl 
net  assets,  450?.  3s.    Composition  of  12s.  in  the  pound 
payable  by  four  equal  quarterly  instalments  at  three,  six, 
nine,  and  twelve  months  from  July  19,  1906,  secured  by  an 
assignment  upon  trust,  etc.,  and  by  two  sureties.  The 
following  are  scheduled  as  creditors :  J.  Oakey  &  Sons, 
Ltd.,  London  (22?.);  London  Emery  Works  Co.,  London 
(11?.);  D.  &  W.  Gibbs.  Ltd.,  London  (17?.);  Victor  Mill 
Co.,  Birmingham  (10?.);  Patent  Borax  Co.,  Ltd.,  Bir- 
mingham  (11?.) ;    Midland  Vinegar  Co.,  Birmingham 
(26?.);  Peyton  &  Son,  Birmingham  (24/.);  Rosin  and  Tur- 
pentine Import  Co.,  Ltd.,  Bristol  (14/.);  Heaton  &  Co. 
Bristol  (35/.)  ;  F.  F.  Fox  &  Co.,  Bristol  (77/.) ;  Butler  &  Co., 
Bristol  (16/.) ;    Colthurst    &    Harding,    Bristol    (34/.) ; 
Wyleys,  Ltd.,  Coventry  (19/.) ;  J.  Thomson  &  Sons,  Hull 
14/.,  Reckitt  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Hull  (12/.);  Blundell,  Spence 
&  Co.,  Ltd.,   Hull   (33/.);    Vauxhall  Methylating  Co., 
Liverpool  (29/.);  L  &  J.  Taylor  &  Co.,  Liverpool  (15/.); 
Preston's  Liverpool  Distillery  Co.,  Ltd.,  Liverpool  (17/.); 
Evans  Son  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.,  Liverpool  (12/.);  Dee 
Oil  Co..  Ltd.,  Saltney  (11?.) ;  Executors  of  W.  H.  Headley. 
Walsall  (12?.) ;  Hildick  &  Co.,  Walsall  (45/.);  S.  Pearson 
West  Bromwich  (25/.). 


(5a5ctte. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Buthle,  C.  W.,  and  Watson,  H.  H.  B.,  drysalters  and 
chemical-manufacturers,  Heckmondwike. 

Hope,  G.,  and  Currie,  G.  B.,  Beaconsfield  House,  and  Bon 
Accord,  St.  James's  Avenue,  Ealing,  general  medical  prac- 
titioners. 

Matthew,  J.,  and  Matthew,  ».  V.  (under  the  style  of 
Matthew  Bros.),  Woodmansterne  and  Waddon  Marsh  Lane. 
Mitcham,  Surrey,  peppermint  and  lavender  growers  and 
distillers. 

IWunro,  H.,  and  Kiad,  C,  Bradford,  physicians. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Receiving  Order. 
Skinner,  George  Arthur,  Gray's  Inn  Road,  London,  W.C., 
and  Piccadilly,  W.,  doctor  of  medicine. 


IHew  Companlea  anb  (Tcmpan^  Mem, 

Harvard's  Institutes,  Ltd.— Capital  500/.,  in  11  shares. 
Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  fitters,  manufacturers, 
and  suppliers  of  artificial  teeth,  etc.  Mr.  P.  C.  Baxter, 
199  King's  Road,  Chelsea,  S.W.,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  is 
one  of  the  first  subscribers.  Registered  oflSce,  272  Regent 
Street,  W.  ' 

Noeth-Westeen  Salt  Co.,  Ltd.— Capital  10,000/.,  in  1?. 
shares.  Objects  :  To  protect  the  interests  of  members  in  con- 
nection with  the  salt-trade,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of 
salt-merchants,  rock-salt  proprietors,  brine-owners,  miners  for 
salt,  alum,  gypsum  and  limestone,  manufacturers  of  salt  and 
alum,  etc.  No  initial  public  issue.  The  directors  are  to 
number  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  twenty-four.  The 
first  directors  are  G.  W.  Cox  and  W.  Young  (nominees  of  the 
Salt  Union,  Ltd.),  J.  Garner,  W.  P.  Wethered  (nominee  of 
the  United  Alkali  Co.,  Ltd.),  H.  Seddon,  I.  Levinstein 
(nominee  of  Murgatroyd's  Salt-works  Co)  ;  J.  J.  VerdinCooke 
(nominee  of  Verdin  Cooke  &  Co.,  Ltd.j,  E.  Hamlett  (nominee 
of  George  Hamlett  &  Sons,  Ltd.),  H.  I.  Thompson  (nominee 
of  Ingram  Thompson  &  Sons),  T.  S.  Bower  (nominee  of  the 
Dairy  and  Domestic  Salt  Co.,  Ltd.),  A.  J.  Thompson,  T.  Gilson 


(nominee  of  the  Staft'ord  Salt  and  Alkali  Co.,  Ltd.),  F.  Stubbs 
(nominee  of  Stubbs  &  Co.,  Ltd.),  R.  SheflSeld  (nominee  of  John 
Sheffield),  and  J.  Howard  (nominee  of  Rayner  &  Howard). 
No  qualification  necessary.  Remuneration  as  fixed  by  the 
company. 

Haeeington  Beothees,  Ltd. — Capital  10,000?.,  in  5?.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  take  over  the  business  of  manufacturing  chemists, 
importers  of  and  dealers  in  chemicals,  drugs,  apparatus, 
photographic  materials,  oils  and  colours,  carried  on  by  W.  B. 
Harrington,  S.  Harrington,  and  I.  E.  Harrington,  at 
4  Oliver's  Yard,  City  Road,  London,  as  "  Harrington 
Brothers."  The  first  subscribers  are  :  W.  B.  Harrington,  Lee 
View,  Cork,  merchant ;  S.  Harrington,  Trafalgar,  Cork, 
merchant;  I.E.Harrington,  Trafalgar, Cork,  merchant;  G.A. 
Cubley,  48  Narcissus  Road,  West  Hampstead,  N.W.,  manu- 
facturing chemist;  A.  Penzig,  3  Oakley  Crescent,  City  Road, 
E.C.,  chemical-warehouse  manager;  A.  Cubley.  48  Narcissus 
Road,  West  Hampstead,  N.W.,  surgeon  and  physician;  and 
M.  B.  Murphy,  3  Oakley  Crescent,  City  Road,  E.G.,  clerk. 
No  initial  public  issue.  The  first  directors  are  W.  B.  Har- 
rington, F.C.S.  (chairman),  S.  Harrington,  G.  A.  Cubley, 
A.  Penzig,  and  A.  B.  Cubley.  Qualification  200?.  Remunera- 
tion not  less  than  10?.  per  annum,  divisible.  Registered  office 
4  Oliver's  Yard,  City  Road,  E.G. 

Singleton  _&  Cole,  Ltd.— The  directors  have  decided  to  pay 
an  interim  dividend  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent,  per  annum,  free 
of  income-tax. 

Mes.  Pomeeot,  Ltd.— a  mortgage,  dated  August  7,  to 
secure  4,500/.,  charged  on  the  comDany's  goodwill,  connection, 
designs,  trade-marks,  copyright,  trade  secrets,  recipes,  here- 
ditaments, premises,  undertaking,  and  other  assets,  including 
uncalled  and  unpaid  capital,  has  been  registered.  Holders- 
E.  H.  Girling,  37  and  58  Mark  Lane,  E^C. ;  G.  J.  Buxton'. 
Ichhngham,  Suffolk  ;  and  J.  H.  Reed,  1  Wool  Exchange,  E.G. 

Feeeoleum  Co.,  Ltd.— The  receiver  of  the  property  of  this 
company  is  offering  for  sale  by  tender  the  goodwill  (including 
formula  and  directions  for  manufacture  of  Ferroleum  emul- 
sion, etc.)  and  stock  (including  a  shipment  of  1,267  cases  of 

erroleum  at  the  docks)  of  the  business.  Particulars  and 
tenders  may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  E.  J.  Palmer,  of  Ogden 
Palmer  &  Langton,  chartered  accountants,  Finsburv  Pave- 
ment House,  London,  E.G.  >  j 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  Ltd.— The  report  of  the 
society  for  the  past  half-year  states  that  the  total  sales 
amounted  to  10,720,966/.,  being  an  increase  of  860,164/.,  or 
Bg  per  cent.,  on  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year.  The 
total  supplies  for  the  various  productive  works  fo'r  the  same 
period  were  2,123,069?.,  representing  an  increase  of  422,965/ 
for  tltP^.'lf"*-'  first  .h?lf  of  last  year.   The  net  profit 

for  the  half-year  after  providing  for  all  expenses  of  produc- 
tion and  distribution,  interest  on  capital  and  depreciation  of 
property,  amounts  to  189,950/.,  which  it  is  proposed  to  allocate 
as  fo  lows  :  Dividend  to  members  at  Ad.  in  the  pound, 
n9J     u  non-members  at  2d.  in  the  pound, 

,  bad  debts,  58/. ;  balance  to  reserve  fund,  33,047/. 


personalities. 


Mr.  W.  W.  White  of  the  Emerson  Drug  Co.,  Baltimore 
U.S.A.,  IS  at  present  on  a  visit  to  London. 

Me.  Frederick  J.  Boss,  representative  of  Messrs 
Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.,  of  Snow  Hill.  London,  E.C  ,' 
has  left  England  for  a  prolonged  tour  in  the  United  States.' 

Mr.  L.  S.  MacPhail  has  started  on  a  protracted  tour  over 
the  whole  of  the  South  African  Colonies  for  Aerators  Ltd 
manufacturers  of  "  Prana  "  Sparklets,  of  Upper  Edmonton' 
London,  N.  ' 

Lucy  E.  Spencer  Palmer  (16),  eldest  daughter  of  Mr  J 
Spencer  Palmer,  chemist  and  dental  surgeon.  Coronation 
House,  Thornbury,  has  passed  the  Oxford  Senior  Examina- 
tion with  honours. 

Me.  Josiah  Gill,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Market  Place 
Melton  Mowbray,  has  been  appointed  a  justice  of  the  peace 
for  Leicestershire.  Mr.  Gill,  who  succeeded  to  the  business 
of  the  late  Mr.  Ellaby  (with  whom  he  served  his  apprentice- 
ship) in  1864,  is  the  Chairman  of  the  Urban  District 
Council,  and  as  such  was  a  J. P.  ex  officio.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

Mr.  John  J.  Evans,  of  Evans  SonsLescher  &  Webb,  Ltd., 
Liverpool  and  London,  has  been  appointed  a  nominee 
member  of  the  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board  to  fill  a 
vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  J.  M.  Laird  The 
appointment  is  by  the  Mersey  Conservancy  Commissioners 
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but  the  autlioritv  is  vested  in  the  Government,  and  the 
appointment  is  signed  by  Lord  Tweedmouth,  D.  Lloyd 
George,  and  Henry  H.  Fowler. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Bates,  Chairman  of  the  Stretford  Education 
Committee,  has  been  prominent  in  educational  matters 
lately.  It  was  decided  to  raise  the  salaries  of  teachers- 
certified  male  teachers,  e.r/.,  to  receive  150?.  a  year;  and 
Mr.  Bates,  in  supporting  this,  said  the  time  would  come 
-when  twice  the  present  amount  would  have  to  be  paid. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Lloyd-Willey,  manager  of  the  sales  depart- 
ment at  the  works  of  Mr.  Thomas  Hill-Jones,  charcoal- 
manufacturer,  Invicta  Mills,  Bow  Common  Lane.  London, 
'£.,  informs  us  that  he  has  succeeded  in  obtaining  this  year 
the  "  Dunmow  Flitch  "—the  reward  annually  adjudged  to 
•the  most  happily  married  couple.  IMr.  Lloyd-Willey  is  a 
member  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry  and  has  written 
•several  articles  on  wood  and  animal  charcoals  and  their 
application. 

Mr.  E.  G.  Swift,  general  manager  of  Messrs.  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit,  sailed  by  the  Empress  of  Ireland  to 
New  York  on  August  25,  having  on  the  previous  evening 
entertained  the  senior  members  of  the  British  staff  to  dinner 
at  the  Criterion  Restaurant.  Mr.  Hickey  was  Vice-Chair- 
man,  and  among  the  guests  were  Mr.  F.  M.  Fisk  and 
T^tr.  H.  J.  Fisk.  Mr.  T.  Maben  proposed  "  The  health  of  the 
Chairman  and  Prosperity  to  the  Firm,''  which  Mr.  Swift 
acknowledged.  Various  members  of  the  company  con- 
tributed vocal  and  instrumental  music,  and  all  present  bade 
Mr.  Swift  good-bye  with  "  Auld  Lang  Syne  "  sung  in  the 
Approved  manner. 


LoHOAB. — At  Portland  Park,  Hamilton,  N.B.,  on 
Angu.st  26.  the  wife  of  James  Lohoar,  chemist  and  druggist, 
of  a  daughter. 

Whitaker. — At  The  Pharmacy,  Redbo-urn.  Herts,  on 
August  28,  the  wife  of  William  Whitaker,  chemist  and 
druggist,  of  a  son. 

WrDDESs, — At  118  George  Street.  Limerick,  on  August  1, 
the  wife  of  M.  B.  Widdess,  L.P.S.I.,  of  a  son. 


flDarriaoc 


Boyd  —  Devtsrell. — At  Brighton  Road  Methodist 
Church,  Rathgar,  Dublin,  on  August  22,  by  the  Rev.  Robert 
Boyd,  M.A.,  father  of  the  bridegroom,  assisted  by  the  Rev. 
Hugh  McKeag,  Robert  L.  Boyd,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
to  Irene  Bertha  Deverell,  daughter  of  the  late  Gustavus 
William  Deverell,  Mullingar,  and  of  Mrs.  Deverell,  Ash- 
dalc  Road,  Terenure,  Dublin. 


Alpe.-— At  Wymondham.  Norfolk,  on  August  29,  Mr. 
Robert  Bird  Alpe,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  fifty-two.  Mr. 
Alpe.  who  passed  the  Minor  examination  in  1876,  had  been 
in  business  at  W>-mondham  for  upwai-ds  of  twenty  years, 
and  was  highly  respected.  He  took  much  interest' in  local 
affairs,  having  served  on  various  local  bodies  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death.  He  was  a  prominent  Freemason,  and  a  Past 
Master  of  Lodge  Doric  1,193.  He  leaves  a  widow  and  one 
son. 

Bragg. —At  the  Square,  Market  Harborough,  on 
August  23,  Mr.  William  B.  Bragg,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
aged  seventy-eight.  Mr.  Bragg  had  resided  in  the  town  for 
between  fifty  and  sixty  years,  and  had  taken  an  active  part 
in  local  affairs. 

Clegg.— At  Rochdale  Settlement,  near  :\Ioose  Jaw,  Sas- 
katchewan, Canada,  on  July  31,  after  eight  months'  illness, 
Mr.  Robert  Clegg.  formerly  in  business  as  a  chemist  at 
269  Drake  Street.  Rochdale.  While  at  Rochdale  Mr.  Clegg 
was  a  prominent  Congregafionalist.  and  was  deacon  and 
trustee  of  Norden  Church,  which  he  founded,  and  a  deacon 


of  Milton  Church.  He  joined  his  son  at  IMoose  Jaw  about 
four  years  ago  with  the  intention  of  recuperating  his  health. 

FuLFORD. — At  Pennant  Hills,  near  Sydney,  N.S.W.,  on 
August  26,  Mr.  Charles  Edward  Fulford,  aged  thirty-six. 
Mr.  Fulford  was  the  nephew  of  the  late  Mr.  George  T.  Ful- 
ford, with  whom  he  was  associated  in  the  exploitation  of 
Williams's  Pink  Pills,  and  represented  the  Williams  Medi- 
cine Co.  in  Australia  when  about  ten  years  ago  he  placed  on 
the  niarket  Bile  Beans.  In  this  enterprise  he  was  joined  by 
the  late  Mr.  Gilbert,  and  in  1899,  having  made  the  beans 
well  known  throughout  Australia,  they  came  to  England- and 
made  Leeds  the  headquarters  of  the  I5ile  Bean  Manufactur- 
ing Co.,  Mr.  Gilbert  remaining  here  to  direct  the  con- 
cern until  his  death  in  November  last.  Mr.  Tompsitt,  of 
Messrs.  Rocke,  Tompsitt  &  Co.,  was  financially  interested 
in  the  concern  for  some  years.  Mr.  F ulford.  although  resid- 
ing in  Australia,  directed  the  management  of  the  company. 
He  had  very  poor  health,  and  his  death  was  not  unexpected. 
He  is  survived  by  a  widow  and  two  children. 

Mason. — At  Park  House,  Upper  Deal,  Kent,  on 
August  22,  INIr.  Henry  Dutton  Mason,  chemist  and  druggist, 
aged  sixty-seven.  Mr.  Mason  was  in  the  employment  of 
Messrs.  Hopkin  &  Williams,  at  16  Cross  Street,  Hatton 
Garden,  London,  E.G.,  for  about  thirty  years,  retiring 
some  five  years  ago. 

Patterson. — At  Westhill,  Mansfield,  on  August  28,  Alder- 
man Douglas  John  Patterson,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  aged 
seventy-seven.  Mr.  Patterson  was  for  some  time  in  busi- 
ness in  the  town,  but  for  many  years  he  had  lived  in 
retirement.  For  thirty  years  he  was  associated  with  the 
governing  body  of  the  town,  being  a  member  of  the  old 
Board  of  Commissioners.  At  the  incorporation  of  the 
borough  in  1891  he  was  raised  to  the  aldermanic  bench. 
He  was  elected  second  Mayor  of  Mansfield.  He  was 
also  one  of  the  first  representatives  from  Mansfield  on 
the  Notts  County  Council.  Nearly  half  a  century  ago  he 
was  initiated  a  member  of  the  Forest  Lodge  of  Freemasons. 
He  was  also  for  a  time  a  Governor  of  Brunt's  Technical 
School,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Education  Committee  of  the  Town  Council.  The  late 
Alderman  took  great  interest  in  sanitary  matters,  and  he 
remained  Chairman  of  the  Health  Conmiittee  till  his  death. 

Sellors. — At  Cross  Cheaping,  Coventry,  on  August  24, 
Mr.  Thomas  Sellors,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  sixty-four. 
Mr.  Sellors  had  been  ill  for  the  past  eighteen  months,  having 
suffered  from  an  internal  complaint,  for  v,-hich  he  under- 
went an  operation  some  four  montl-is  ago.  He  was  v,-ell 
known  all  over  Mid  and  North  Warwickshire,  and  was  the 
oldest  tradesman  between  Kenilworth  and  Nuneaton.  He 
was  a  native  of  Derbyshire,  and  came  of  a  family  of  chemists, 
his  uncle,  Mr.  John  Sellors,  having  been  in  business  at 
Chelsea.  Mr.  Thomas  Sellors  served  his  apprenticeship 
to  Mr.  R.  Wilson,  of  Clay  Cross,  Derbyshire,  and  went 
to  Coventry,  in  1863,  as  a  partner  with  Mrs.  Coleman, 
on  whose  death  Mr.  Sellors  took  over  the  business  and 
carried  it  on  on  his  own  account  up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  chemists  to  pass  the  Modified 
examination  under  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868.  His  wife  died 
eighteen  months  ago,  but  he  leaves  two  sons — Dr.  T. 
Blanchard  Sellors,  of  Balham,  and  Mr.  Harry  Henry 
Sellors,  who  is  engaged  in  the  veterinary  business  which  the 
deceased  gentleman  carried  on — and  one  daughter,  who 
is  married  to  Mr.  Ackerman  Miller,  Surveyor-General  of 
Dominica.  Mr.  Sellors'  sister  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  H.  Welton, 
chemist,  Coventry. 

Ward. — At  Torquay,  on  August  26.  Professor  Harry 
Marshall  Ward,  Sc.D.,  F.R.S.,  of  Cambridge  University, 
aged  fifty-two.  Dr.  Marshall  Ward  was  a  leading  English 
botanist,  and  the  son  of  Mr,  Francis  Marshall  W'ard.  He 
was  educated  at  Owens  College,  Manchester,  and  Christ's 
College.  Cambridge.  From  1880  to  1882  he  acted  as  crypto- 
gamic  botanist  to  the  Ceylon  Government,  and  was  Professor 
of  Botany  Ln  Forest  School,  Coopers  Hill,  from  1885  to  1895, 
when  he  succeeded  the  late  Professor  C.  C.  Babington  as 
Professor  of  Botany  in  Cambridge  LTniversity. 


Chemist's  Apprentice  Drowned. — While  bathing  at  White- 
sand  Bay,  near  St.  David's,  Pembrokeshire,  on  Wednesday 
afternoon,  a  chemist's  apprentice,  of  St.  David's,  named  Stan- 
ley Martin  (19),  the  son  of  a  farmer  in  the  neighbourhood,  was 
drowned.    He  could  not  swim,  and  was  overcome  by  the  tide. 
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Sumnicr  ©utincs. 

Kent  in'^ Essex. 

Saturday,  August  25,  was  a  great  day  for  Kent.  This  will 
be  acknowledged  by  all  who  pay  the  slightest  attention  to 
county  cricket,  but  it  is  not  the  county  so  much  as  the 


with  the  firm,  to  reply.— This  Mr.  Benwell  did  in  vigorous, 
humorous,  and  eloquent  periods,  tinctured  with  reminis- 
cence and  punctuated  with  the  wisdom  of  experience.  ' '  The 
Harold  Benevolent  Fund  "  was  next  proposed  by  the  Chair- 
man, and  acknowledged  by  Mr.  Pike.  "The  Visitors" 
was  given  from  the  chair,  and  was  replied  to  by  the 
representative  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  and  by  Mr. 
Robert  Pitet,  of  Pitet  Aine  &  Co.,  of  Paris.  There- 
after the  company  adjourned  to 
the  terrace,  where  Mr.  Arthur  Kent 
took  the  photograph,  a  reproduction  of 
which  we  give  herewith.  The  entire 
arrangements  were  ably  carried  out, 
and  the  stewards  (Mr.  J.  Humphries 
and  Mr.  F.  Davids)  are  to  be  con- 
gratulated on  the  result.  Tea  was 
served  in  the  hotel  at  five  o'clock,  and' 
the  pleasures  of  the  popular  watering- 
flace  were  enjoyed  by  all  present. 

Wedding-bells  and  Fresh 
Air. 

The  staff  of  the  drug  department  of 
Messrs.  Boots',  Ltd.,  Manchester  ware- 
house had  their  second  annual  outing 
on  August  25,  during  which  they 
ettended  the  wedding  of  one  of  their 
number,  and  afterwards  spent  a  very 
enjoyable  day  in  and  around  Dunham 
Park,  Cheshire. 


Some  Kent  Emtloyes. 


House  of  Kent  which  is  indicated  in  this  instance.  For 
the  day  of  the  triumph  of  Kent  in  cricket  was  the  same  day 
on  which  the  annual  beanfeast  of  the  employes  of  Messrs. 
G.  B.  Kent  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  the  well-known  brushmakers,  was 
held  at  Southend.    It  was  a  record  gathering,  over  180  male 
employes  assembling  at  the  Palace  Hotel  to  luncheon. 
Mr.  A.  Barton  Kent  was  in  the  chair,  and  he  was  supported 
by  his  brother  and  co-director,  Mr.  Ernest  N.  Kent.  After 
an  excellent  luncheon  had  been  leisurely  despatched,  and  the 
company  had  loyally  and  musically  toasted  "  The  King  and 
Queen,"  Mr.  H.  Stevens  proposed  "The  Limited  Com- 
pany."    Among  other  things  for  which  Mr.  Stevens 
claimed  pre-eminence  for  G.  B.  Kent  &  Sons  was  the  fact 
that  they  were  the  only  manufacturers  in  the  brush-trade 
who  made  every  kind  of  brush.    He  was  an  advocate  of  the 
Chamberlain  policy  as  applied  to  the  brush-trade  of  this 
country.    Mr.  Ernest  Kent  replied  on  behalf  of  the  direc- 
tors, and  expressed  the  gratification  they  all  felt  at  seeing  so 
large  a  number  present.    In  the  thirty  years  in  which  he 
had  been  connected  with  the  firm  and  the  company  he  had 
seen  many  changes,  but  the  same  feelings  of  cordiality 
existed  between  directors  and  employes  as  had  existed  in 
the  old  days  between  master  and  man.    He  urged  that  the 
scheme  promulgated  some  years  ago,  whereby  prizes  are 
offered  to  employes  for  the  best  suggestions  for  improving 
the  business,  should  be  more  generally  taken  up.    He  then 
asked  that  all  those  present  who  had  been  over  twenty  years 
in  the  service  of  Kent  would  be  good  enough  to  stand  up, 
and  forty-four  rose — a  very  creditable  showing,  considering 
that  only  some  25  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  employes 
were  represented.      The  Chairman,  in  proposing  "The 
Employes,"  emphasised  the  remarks  of  his  brother  as  to  the 
good  feelings  that  had  always  existed  among  all  and  sundry 
in  the  service  of  Kent.    He  wanted  to  see  greater  numbers 
at  their  annual  beanfeasts.    They  desired  quantity,  as  they 
knew  they  had  the  quality,  having  chosen  it  themselves. 
Recalling  his  first  beanfeast — over  thirty  years  ago — Mr. 
Kent  said  he  remembered  that  one  man  took  a  little  more 
drink  than  was  good  for  him.    He  mentioned  that  circum- 
stance because  it  was  such  a  rarity  at  Kent's  beanfeasts. 
He  had  never  seen  it  since,  and  it  was  the  sobriety,  energy, 
and  intelligence  of  their  employes  that  had  made  the 
strength  of  the  House  of  Kent.    He  asked  Mr.  William 
Benwell,  who  had  just  completed  his  sixtieth  year  of  service 


WILBURINT5.— The  Valvoline  Oil  Co.,  C  12  Exchange 
Buildings,  Liverpool,  are  making  during  September  a  special 
offer  of  Wilburine.  Wilburine  is  a  superior  petroleum  jelly, 
and  the  offer  made  in  our  advertising-pages  refers  to  the 
product  packed  in  tubes. 

Messrs.  Philip  Josephs  &  Son,  shop-fitters,  93  Old 
Street,  London,  E.C.,  who  have  fitted  the  new  pharmacy 
which  Mr.  W.  T.  Fuge,  chemist  and  druggist,  is  opening 
at  Putney,  have  received  from  him  a  gratifying  letter  of 
commendation,  which  is  reproduced  in  Messrs.  Josephs' 
advertisement  this  week. 

Messrs.  C.  J.  Hewlett  &  Son,  export  druggists,  Char- 
lotte Street,  London,  E.C.,  intimate  that  henceforth  Mr. 
Astell  J.  Willson  will  represent  them  exclusively  in  South 
Africa.  On  his  next  journey  he  will  carry  a  new  assortment 
of  druggists'  sundries,  surgical  instruments,  etc.  Mr. 
Willson's  address  is  P.O.  Box  1155,  Cape  Town. 

The  Koko  Prize-scheme. — The  attention  of  chemists  is 
directed  to  the  1,000?.  prize-scheme  put  forward  by  the 
Koko-Maricopas  Co.,  Ltd.,  16  Bevis  Marks,  London,  E.G., 
in  our  advertising  columns.  There  are  many  other  special 
inducements  mentioned  in  their  page  that  are  calculated  to 
push  the  sale  of  Koko  and  incidentally  to  help  to  swell  the 
chemists'  profits. 

Christmas  seems  a  long  way  off  when  viewed  from  the 
holiday  season,  but  already  perfumers  and  soap-makers  have 
thought  out  the  novelties  suitable  for  Christmas  presents. 
Among  the  first  to  offer  special  lines  are  Messrs.  Edward 
Cook  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  London,  E.  An  announcement  in  our 
advertisement-pages  refers  to  some  new  ideas  in  soaps  and 
perfumes,  a  feature  of  the  caskets  being  that  a  minimum 
price  is  fixed  below  which  they  may  not  be  retailed.  There 
is  also  a  special  offer  of  a  counter-case  and  show  card  of 
"Alicia"  soap  to  those  who  send  their  orders  before 
December  1. 

Dry-filled  Capsules.— The  coming  method  of  ad- 
ministering medicines  is  to  be,  according  to  some  authorities, 
dry-filled  capsules.  These  are  tiny  cylindrical  gelatin  cap- 
sules into  which  the  powdered  drug  is  packed  tightly,  bufc 
not  sufficiently  so  to  compress  the  drug  into  a  solid  mass. 
The  powder  does  not  need  the  addition  of  any  adhesive, 
and  when  the  capsule  is  swallowed  the  drug  is  delivered  into 
the  stomach  in  powder  form.    Hitherto  the  dry-filled  cap- 
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sule  has  not  made  much  progress,  as  it  was  an  expensive 
method  on  account  of  the  hand-labour  required  in  filling  the 
capsules.  Messrs.  Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.,  Liver- 
pool, have  now  got  over  this  difficulty  by  installing 
machinery  by  which  the  capsules  are  automatically  filled, 
and  can  thus  be  produced  in  quantity  at  a  moderate  price. 
This  method  is  particularly  suited  for  such  drugs  as  pepsin, 
phenacetin,  quinine,  and  sulphonal.  Some  experiments  we 
have  made  with  phenacetin  capsules  in  cold  water  show  that 
the  gelatin  envelope  soon  becomes  soft,  and  if  subjected  to 
the  motion  of  the  stomach  the  contents  of  a  capsule  would 
quickly  be  released. 

Dearer  Soap. — In  spite  of  the  sensational  rise  in  the 
price  of  raw  materials,  Messrs.  Wright.  Layman  &  Urnney, 
Ltd.,  make  a  striking  announcement  in  our  advertising- 
columns  this  week  that  there  will  be  no  advance  in  the 
prices  of  Wright's  coal-tar  soap.  Several  large  soap-manu- 
facturers have  raised  their  prices  to  retailers,  and  house- 
hold soap  generally  is  on  the  rise.  This,  as  Mr.  John  C. 
Umney  explained  to  a  "Daily  Express"  interviewer  on 
Tuesday  last,  is  due  to  the  scarcity  and  consequent  rise  in 
the  value  of  fat.    Mr.  Umney  also  said  : 

It  must  be  remembered,  too.  that  there  is  not  now  a  ready 
market  for  glycerin,  which  is  a  by-product  of  soap,  and 
should  bring-  the  soap-maker  a  substantial  profit.  I  have 
known  redistilled  glycerin  to  sell  for  65?.  a  ton;  it  is  now 
from  48?.  to  49?.  A  revival  of  mining  would  mean  increased 
use  of  nitro-glycerin,  and  it  is  in  the  manufacture  of  ex- 
plosives that  glycerin  is  most  largely  used.  Its  pharma- 
ceutical use  is  comparatively  insignificant.  Another  cause 
is  that  several  large  soap-makers  have  been  advertising  very 
extensively.  The  result  is  that  there  has  been  a  rush  by  the 
public  for  their  wares.  They  have  in  consequence  found 
thomsclvcs  hardly  pressed  to  obtain  sufficient  fat  to  supply 
the  il(nnand  for  their  soaps.  This  all  tends  to  increase  the 
price  of  the  fats. 

It  is  gratifying  to  retailers  to  know  that  "Wright's"  at 
least  will  not  be  affected. 


IReccnt  MilL 


MuMBY. — By  his  will  dated  December  14,  1905,  Mr.  Charles 
John  Evcritt  Mumby,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  head  of 
Messrs.  Chas  Mumby  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  aerated-water  manufac- 
turers, who  died  at  Gosport  on  July  24,  leaving  estate  of  the 
gross  value  of  32.272?.  2s.  3(?.,  of  which  the  net  personalty  has 
boon  sworn  at  19,805?.  10s.  6d.,  appointed  as  executors  thereof 
his  widow,  Mrs.  Agnes  Mary  Mumby,  and  his  son,  Mr.  Charles 
Cyril  Mumby.  He  left  to  his  son  Charles  the  gold  watch, 
silver  salver,  and  mug,  formerly  the  property  of  his  father, 
and  to  his  widow  200?.  and  his  household  and  personal  effects. 
He  left  two-thirds  of  his  shares  in  Messrs.  Chas.  Mumby  &  Co., 
Ltd.,  and  two- thirds  of  the  residue  of  his  estate  upon  trust  to 
pay  to  his  wife  during  widowhood  an  annuity  of  500?.,  or  in 
the  event  of  her  remarriage  a  life  annuity  of  250/.,  and  the 
balance  of  the  income  to  his  two  daughters  M'arjorie  Joliffe 
and  Mary  Isabel,  and  on  the  decease  of  his  wife  to  hold  the 
capital  sum  for  his  said  two  daughters  in  equal  shares.  The 
remaining  one-third  of  his  shares  in  Chas.  Mumby  &  Co.,  Ltd., 
and  the  one-third  of  his  residuary  estate  he  left  to  his  son 
Charles. 


3nfonnation  Mantel. 

Inquiries  for  the  names  and  addresses  of  manufacturers,  or  other 
trade  information,  not  traceable  by  reference  to  the  advertise- 
ment-pages of  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist"  and  the  "C.  &  D. 
Diary,"  or  not  filed  in  our  private  register,  are  inserted  here 
free  of  charge.  Postcard  or  other  replies  to  any  of  the  sub- 
joined inquiries  (addressed  to  the  Editor  "The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,"  4z  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.)  will  be  esteemed. 


136/46.  Who  is  the  maker  of  Clarke's  "  Common  Sense  " 
ear-drum  ? 

132/73.  Where  can  "  Moskito  "  or  "  Muskinto,"  a  pre- 
paration for  insect-bites,  be  obtained  ? 

133/27.  Name  and  address  of  firms  who  supply  cheaply 
mounts,  rings,  rubber  fittings,  etc.,  for  Id.  and  2d.  soothing- 
teats. 


IpbotoGcapbic  IRotes. 

By  Phahmaceutical  Cameeist. 


New  Agencies. 
Messrs.  W.  Butcher  &  Sons,  Camera  House,  Farringdon 
Avenue,  London,  E.G.,  inform  us  that  they  have  just 
acquired  the  sole  agency  for  the  "Royal"  semi-porcelain 
developing-dishes,  the  "  Mabor  "  damp-defying  limes,  and 
the  Sheffield  Photo  Co.'s  cinematograph-film  subjects.  Par- 
ticulars of  these  are  given  in  the  latest  munber  of  the 
"  Camera  House  Journal  " 

The  late  Colonel  Gale. 
With  the  death  of  Colonel  Gale  at  Carshalton  there  passes 
to  the  majority  one  of  the  most  interesting  of  the  old-school 
photographers.  Colonel  Gale  was  an  architect  by  profes- 
sion and  one  of  the  most  expert  lantern-.slid6  makers  in  the 
country.  He  joined  the  Photographic  Field  Club  in  1866, 
and  to  the  last  was  one  of  the  mainstays  of  the  Association. 
So  recently  as  last  June  he  led  one  of  the  Club  outings,  and, 
although  in  poor  health  and  almost  blind,  he  was  busy  the 
whole  time  posing  figures  and  giving  advice  to  the  less- 
experienced  members.  His  best-known  picture,  "  Sleepy 
Hollow,"  with  its  wealth  of  detail,  is  a  typical  example  of 
the  pictorial  photography  of  his  day,  and,  although  some- 
what discredited  by  modern  "artists,"  is  nevertheless  a 
constant  source  of  pleasure  to  broader-minded  photo- 
graphers. 

Photograph -TINTING. 
It  is  surprising  what  an  improvement  can  be  made  in 
the  appearance  of  a  P.O. P.  print  by  the  judicious  use  of 
tinting.  When  the  grass  is  green  and  the  sky  blue  the 
photograph  gets  a  little  closer  to  nature,  and  consequently 
meets  with  greater  approval  from  the  majority  of  people. 
Hitherto  this  has  been  done  by  a  tedious  mixing  and 
adjusting  of  colours  and  medium,  but  Mr-  J.  E.  Lockyer, 
wholesale  photographic  chemist,  Evelyn  Street,  Deptford, 
London,  S.E.,  has  hit  on  the  idea  of  supplying  the  tints 
ready  for  use  so  that  a  photographer  can  straightway  proceed 
to  tint  his  prints  or  lantern-slides.  Each  box  contains  six 
bottles  of  colours  and  a  brush,  while  ample  directions  are 
given  as  to  the  best  methods  of  using  the  tints.  The  boxes, 
retail  at  Is.  each,  and  are  a  good  novelty  for  photographic 
chemists  to  stock.  Some  specimens  of  photographs  tinted' 
with  these  colours,  that  have  been  sent  us,  well  show  how 
the  character  of  a  print  can  be  altered  and  unproved. 

Ilfoed  Exposure-meter. 
I  have  been  testing  the  Ilford  exposure-meter  lately, 
and  have  nothing  but  good  to  report  of  it.  Many  years 
ago  Ilford,  Ltd-,  the  well-known  makers  of  Ilford  plates- 
and  P.O. P.,  brought  out  an  exposure-meter  invented  by 
Professor  Scott,  which  held  the  field  on  account  of  its- 
simplicity.  The  evolution  of  the  exposure-meter  has  pro- 
ceeded until  early  this  year  it  was  brought  out  in  a  sim- 
plified style  that  sells  at  Is.  The  instrument  is  of  course 
simply  a  mechanical  calculator,  but  specially  adapted  to 
the  Ilford  factors.  It  consists  of  two  movable  circular 
discs  which  revolve  between  a  fixed  plate,  which  forms  the 
base,  and  a  central  axis.  The  various  dLscs  are  graduated 
for  weather,  date,  stop,  subject,  and  plate,  and  by  follow- 
ing the  direction  booklet  no  difficulty  will  be  experienced' 
in  working  out  the  correct  exposure.  It  is  surprising  how 
accurate  the  results  are,  and  many  an  amateur  who  makes 
exposures  in  a  haphazard  manner,  and  in  consequence  gets 
negatives  of  inferior  quality,  would  be  the  better  for  such- 
a  simple  meter.  The  cheapness  of  the  instrmnent  is  a 
recommendation  which  dealers  should  not  overlook. 


A  Chemist's  Silver,  etc. — At  the  North  London  Police 
Court,  on  August  30,  Annie  Simoney  (28),  a  charwoman,  was 
sentenced  to  two  months'  imprisonment  for  stealing  six  silver 
teaspoons,  four  plated  tablespoons,  a  pair  of  trousers,  waist- 
coat, umbrella,  and  a  silver  brooch  belonging  to  Mr.  Thoma» 
Henry  Williams,  chemist,  of  Alwyne  Squai'e. 

And  So  S.4Y  All  of  us. — An  old  subscriber,  in  renewing  his 
subscription,  writes : 

"  Pray  toll  our  friends  and  all  concerned 
The  fact  is  very  clear 
That  the  C.  <£•  D.  still  takes  the  cake, 
And  'twill  for  many  a  year. 
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Conunbrum  Column* 


It  always  seems  absurd  to  me 

That  tips  and  backsheesh  commonly 

Are  known  to  us  as  ol.  palmae. 

The  modern  "open  sesame" 

Is  wrongly  named  palm  oil,  you  see, 

And  should  be  oleum  sesamse. — F.  A.  S. 


For  Next  Week. 

The  above  is  a  photographic  reproduction  of  a  prescription 
sent  to  us  by  a  subscriber  abroad.  The  difficulty  in  read- 
ing it  is  due  not  to  the  prescriber,  but  to  the  numerous 
dispensers  through  whose  hands  the  prescription  has  gone. 
What  is  the  medicine  ordered,  and  where  and  by  whom 
has  it  been  dispensed  ?  Replies  on  pcstcards  should  be  sent 
to  the  Editor  before  September  6,  and  awards  will,  if  pos- 
sible, be  intimated  in  our  next  issue. 

The  Back  View 

sketched  by  Mr.  Reynolds,  and  reproduced  in  last  week's 
issue,  created  an  unusual  amount  of  interest  even  for  this 
popular  colmnn.  Postcards  have  poured  in  from  the  length 
arid  the  breadth  of  the  land,  and  there  were  only  a  few  that 
did  not  bear  the  correct  solution  of  the  puzzle — viz.,  Palm 
Oil.  We  have  room  to  print  only  a  very  few  of  the  excellent 
verses  sent  us.  The  following  we  consider  the  best,  and  to 
each  author  Is.  will  be  sent : 

My  muse  is  slow  to  move 

In  a  pharmaceutic  groove. 
And  my  rusty  brain  refuses  much  to  toil ; 

But  the  remedy — you've  shown  it — 

Is  the  brand  (I  seldom  own  it) 
That  stimulates  my  effort :  it's  palm  oil. 

Arthub  McEwan. 

Our  friend  of  obsequious  mien 

With  a  tip  surreptitious  is  seen. 
No  doubt  he  feels  pleased 
That  his  palm  has  been  greased; 

So  will  I  if  "  palm  oil "  you  should  mean. 

Wm.  D.  Dodd. 


His  hair  suggests  the  frequent  use 
Of  brush  and  comb  and  hair-oil ; 

His  hand  suggests  he'll  not  refuse 

Some  palm — alas  !  a  rare  oil. — Jno.  S.  Aspell. 

There  was  a  waiter  named  Sam, 

Whose  features  were  "  radiantly  calm  "  ; 

The  reason  for  this 

Unparalleled  bliss 
Is  explained  by  the  oil  in  the  palm. — S.  J.  MoOKE. 

The  picture  you  give  is  so  very  well  drawn 
That  to  find  the  solution  I'm  qualmy ; 

To  got  out  of  the  fix — 

What  your  artist  depicts 
Must  surely  be  oleum  palmee. — Geo.  C.  L.W. 

A  Yankee  once  wrote  to  the  "  Mail  " 
'Gainst  tipping  of  waiters  to  rail ; 

But  a  colonel  relates 

It's  as  bad  in  "the  States," 
Where  the  "  palm  oil  "  amounts  to  blackmail. 

T.  W.  Hodges. 

The  unsuccessful  made  some  rather  ingenioui  guesses. 
One  old  subscriber  thought  "Baldmony"  was  meant; 
another  guessed  "  Palmatin  " ;  yet  another  considered  that 
"Pennyroyal"  was  intended;  while  others  suggested 
"  Wa(i)ter  "  and  "  Copper." 


Temperatures  under  this  heading  are  on  the  Centigrade  scale 


ItSusk  Chemistry.— Schimmel  &  Co.  have  carried  out  an 
investigation  on  the  chemistry  of  the  musk  perfume.  By 
careful  distillation  they  obtained  the  whole  of  the  odoriferous 
substances  of  musk  in  a  small  amount  of  dark-brown  essential 
oil.  After  removing  some  fixed  fat  which  comes  over  in  the 
distillation,  they  had  62  grams  of  oil  to  work  upon.  After  a 
series  of  refractionations  under  reduced  pressure,  they  ob- 
tained 37.5  grams  of  a  fraction  boiling  at  145°  to  147°  at  3  mm. 
pressure.  This  consisted  entirely  of  a  new  ketone,  which  they 
have  termed  muskone.  It  yields  a  well-defined  crystalline 
semicarba7i.de.  Muskone  has  the  following  properties :  It 
boils  at  142°  to  143°  at  2  mm.  pressure,  and  at  327°  to 
330°  at  752  mm.;  sp.  gr.  0.9268;  optical  rotation,  -10°  6'; 
refractive  index  at  25°  =  1.4790.  Its  formula  is  either  CoHaaO 
or  CisHasO.  It  forms  well-defined  crystalline  compounds  with 
hydroxylamine  and  semicarbazide.  The  semicarbazide  melts 
at  133°  to  134°.  These  researches  show  that  the  odorous  con- 
stituent of  musk  is  not  identical  with  the  so-called  artificial 
musk,  which  is  always  a  nitro  derivative  of  benzene  hydro- 
carbons. The  discoverers  claim  that  this  ketone  is  the  sole 
valuable  constituent  of  musk,  the  pure  odour  of  which  is  some- 
what spoiled  in  natural  musk  by  certain  secondary  con- 
stituents. It  is  therefore  claimed  that  muskone  has  a  very 
much  finer  odour  than  the  natural  musk  itself. 

Ergrot  Alkaloids.— In  a  paper  read  before  the  British 
Association  ("Chemical  News")  Dr.  G.  Barger  and  Mr. 
F.  H.  Carr  reported  on  a  chemical  research  undertaken  to 
ascertain  the  formula  of  crgotinine.  Tanret  thirty  years  ago 
assigned  to  ergotinine  the  formula  CasH^oOoN^,  based  on  rather 
scanty  analytical  data ;  the  molecular  weight  was  deduced  by 
analysis  of  the  amorphous  hydrobromide  and  hydrochloride 
of  doubtful  purity.  The  present  investig'ators,  without 
definitely  settling  the  formula,  assign  to  it  the  composition 
CasHaaOiN..  It  is  unicjue  among  alkaloids  in  having  four 
nitrogen  atoms.  A  second  alkaloid  in  a  state  of  chemical 
purity  was  also  obtained,  for  which  the  name  "  ergotoxine  "  is 
suggested.  Though  itself  amorphous  it  forms  a  number  of 
crystalline  salts.  The  oxalate  crystallises  from  alcohol  in 
minute  prisms,  mostly  arranged  in  rosettes  ;  the  tartrate  forms 
prisms ;  the  phosphate  fino  needles,  frequently  grouped  in 
sphaerites.  Unlike  ergotinine,  ergotoxine  readily  dissolves 
in  aqueous  caustic  soda  and  gives  a  benzoyl  derivative  by  the 
Schotten-Baumann  method;  it  probably  contains  a  phenolic 
hydroxyl.  The  analytical  data  so  far  obtained  point  to  a 
formula  differing  but  slightly  from  that  of  ergotinine,  and  a,s 
both  alkaloids  occur  in  the  same  plant,  it  is  probable  that 
they  are  closely  related  chemically  (as  are,  for  instance, 
quinine  and  cinchonine).  Both  alkaloids  give  strong^ly 
fluorescent  solutions,  and  give  with  sulphuric  acid  and  ferric 
chloride  the  play  of  colours  originally  described  by  Keller  as 
characteristic  of  ergotinine. 
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®b0cr\>ation0  mb  tRcflcctions, 

By  Xeayseb. 

The  Holiday  Season 

is  demonstrating  its  presence  among  us. 
There  were  more  than  a  score  of  locums'  advertisements  in 
last  week's  C.  d-  D. ;  there  was  a  summons  against  Boots 
dismissed  at  Brighton  because  it  was  served  a  day  too  soon 
on  account  of  Bank  Holiday ;  there  was  the  application  for 
a  contribution  to  the  beanfeast  from  the  workers  in  the 
tartaric-acid  department  to  a  tartaric-acid  firm ;  there  was 
Mr.  James  Reid's  poem  from  the  home  of  his  father  the 
Viking,  written,  he  informs  us,  "as  the  good  ship  swings 
to  the  rolling  swell"  (Ah,  that  swell),  "  He  whispers  to  me 
in  the  rising  gale."  Don't  some  of  us  know  that  whisper? 
Then  there  was  Professor  J.  J.  Thomson  in  his  laboratory, 
evidently  in  a  tourist  suit  ready  to  be  off,  but  first  counting 
a  new  batch  of  corpuscles;  there  v.'as  the  retired  chemist 
"  with  a  wholesome  dread  of  idleness  "  fighting  Satan  with 
the  Summer  Number;  there  were  the  Oldham  chemists 
enjoying  the  'bus-driver's  holiday  by  inspecting  Messrs. 
Evans's  laboratories  at  Liverpool ;  and,  lastly,  the  Grimsby 
chemists  whose  day  out  is  so  graphically  pictured  by  a 
reporter's  artistic  touches.  First  they  had  a  "long  drive" 
to  Tealby  (rather  wearisome,  evidently);  then  an  "excel- 
lent tea"  (things  are  improving);  followed  by  "a  short 
inspection  of  the  church"  (this  had  to  be  done,  I  suppose)  ; 
and  winding  up  with  a  rollicking  drive  home  which  was 
"  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  all." 
Oxalic  Acid 

figures  curiously  in  last  week's  reports.  On  the 
same  page  there  were  the  accounts  of  a  man  who  took  an 
ounce  of  it  and  recovered,  and  of  a  woman  who  took  an 
ounce  of  its  alter  ego,  mag.  sulph.,  and  died;  and  on  the 
next  page  we  read  of  the  young  women  of  Birmingham  who 
take  it  in  small  doses  to  whiten  their  complexions.  Why 
attribute  motives  of  vanity  ?  It  has  been  warm  recently, 
and  in  very  small  quantities,  with  sugar  and  lemon,  oxalic 
acid  makes  a  good  and  cheap  lemonade.  Has  it  not  been 
alleged  that  the  makers  of  acidulated  drops  sometimes 
employ  it  ?  In  the  French  Codex  there  is  or  was  a  formula 
for  oxalic-acid  pastilles  for  quenching  thirst  and  allaying 
fever.  Each  contained  rather  less  than  one  centigramme  of 
the  acid,  with  sugar  and  lemon  flavour. 
The  King's  Sanatorium, 

built  and  equipped  out  of  the  200,000?. 
given  "for  charitable  purposes"  by  Sir  Ernest  Cassel,  is 
now  apparently  on  the  look-out  for  patients.  An  official 
paragraph  appears  in  the  medical  weeklies  explaining,  "  as 
there  seems  to  be  some  doubt,"  that  there  are  eighty-six 
beds  for  the  accommodation  of  persons  of  slender  means 
among  the  educated  classes  at  two  guineas  a  week,  and 
fourteen  beds  (for  the  aristocracy  presumably)  at  eight 
guineas  a  week.  The  Sanatorium  may  be  a  model  institu- 
tion from  a  medical  point  of  view,  but  its  primary  purpose 
of  charity  does  not  seem  to  be  efficiently  served.  In  the 
same  medical  journals  where  this  announcement  is  made 
there  are  advertisements  offering  accommodation  in  other 
sanatoria  to  persons  of  slender  means  at  prices  from  one 
guinea  a  week  upwards,  and  the  highest  price  named  is  six 
guineas. 

The  American  Revolt 

against  the  English  language, 
financed  by  Mr.  Carnegie,  and  now  fomented  by  President 
Roosevelt,  will  have  to  be  taken  seriously.  A  few  of  the 
alterations  of  spelling  make  the  words  affected  look  queer  to 
us,  but  they  are  almost  all  reasonable  and  offend  no  linguistic 


or  etymological  canons.  The  pharmaceutical  words  in  the  list 
as  at  present  compiled  may  at  least  be  commended.  These 
are  "sulfur,"  "sulfate,"  "licorice,"  and  "  parafin,"  for 
sulphur,  .sulphate,  liquorice,  and  paraffin.  English  is,  I 
believe,  the  only  modern  language  in  which  the  "  ph  "  ap- 
pears in  sulphur,  and  neither  of  the  suggested  derivations 
of  the  word  {ml,  salt,  and  'pnr,  fire,  or  the  Sanskrit  rulvari, 
foe  of  copper)  justifies  it.  "Licorice"  is  merely  (jlyryr- 
rliiza  with  the  head  gone,  and  there  is  obviously  no  place 
for  the  "  q."  "  Parafin  "  certainly  requires  the  "  ff  "  if  its 
origin  from  panim  af/inis,  little  affinity,  is  to  be  retained  in 
sight,  but  we  are  not  always  so  considerate.  None  but 
pedants  will  complain  of  the  disestablishment  of  the  diph- 
thong in  such  words  as  "anaemia,"  "homoeopathy,"  and 
"  resthetic,"  and  if  it  were  cleared  out  of  printing-offices  the 
not  unfrequent  blunder  of  "  a?rated  waters"  in  chemists'" 
circulars  would  be  prevented.  This  journal  has  no  right  to 
an  opinion  on  "  kist "  as  a  substitute  for  "kissed,"  but 
probably  its  conductors  would  go  to  prison  rather  than  move 
in  the  opposite  direction  by  changing  its  title  from  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  to  "The  Chemissed  and  Drug- 
gissed." 

Judge  Parry, 

of  the  Manchester  County  Court,  is  weary  of 
the  work  of  committing  debtors  to  prison,  nominally  for 
contempt  of  court,  actually  for  non-payment  of  small  debts. 
In  a  lively  article  in  th©  "  Fortnightly  Review  "  for  August 
his  Honour  advocated  an  amendment  of  the  law,  limiting 
conmiittal  to  debts  of  forty  shillings  and  over.  This,  he 
admits,  is  not  a  logical  proposal,  but  he  defends  it  on  the- 
ground  that  complete  abolition  of  the  power  to  commit  would- 
not  be  agreed  to,  and,  further,  that  as  a  rough  division, 
forty  shillings  fairly  marks  the  line  above  which  debts  ought, 
to  be  paid,  and  below  which  debts  ought  not  to  be  incurred. 
In  the  vast  majority  of  the  latter  class  of  cases,  he  con- 
tends, credit  is  given  because  there  is  imprisomnent  for 
debt.  Out  of  460  summonses  heard  one  day  in  Manchester,, 
he  says,  284  were  taken  out  by  drapers  and  general  dealers,, 
60  by  jewellers,  35  by  grocers,  24  by  money-lenders,  and 
10  by  doctors.  Except  the  doctors  and  some  of  the  grocers, 
all  these  plaintiffs  may  be  said  to  have  been  people  who 
encourage  the  poor  to  buy  articles  which  they  do  not  really 
need,  often  on  the  hire  system,  relying  on  the  county  court  to 
collect  their  debts  for  them.  Then  in  many  instances  the 
purchasers  spend  their  ready  cash  at  the  public-house,  where 
they  must  pay,  for  debts  incurred  for  drink  at  a  public- 
house  are  not  recoverable  by  law.  There  is  much  force  in 
Judge  Parry's  arguments ;  but  it  strikes  a  layman  that  he 
and  other  county  court  judges  can  easily  attain  the  end 
aimed  at  by  the  simple  process  of  administering  the  law 
just  as  it  stands.  Their  business  is  to  commit  only  when 
they  are  satisfied  that  the  defendant  can  pay  and  will  not. 
In  practice  they  commit  in  the  most  perfunctory  manner. 
"  Is  it  possible  to  investigate  properly  460  cases  in  one  day  ?  " 
they  ask.  No ;  but  the  number  would  soon  be  reduced  to 
5  per  cent,  of  that  total  if  it  were  known  that  the  Judge 
always  insisted  on  convincing  evidence  of  means. 

"  Incorporated  by  Royal  Charter  " 

is  a  good  sounding  phrase 
which  may  influence  some  people;  just  as  "  See  that  every 
packet  bears  the  Government  stamp  "  is  supposed  to  induce 
an  exaggerated  respect  for  the  contents.  In  1842,  when  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  obtained  its  charter,  there  was  a 
real  need  for  such  a  formality.  The  Society  as  such  could 
not  have  held  property,  nor  taken  the  lease  of  a  house,  ii 
it  had  not  been  incorporated,  and  it  could  only  be  incor- 
porated by  charter  or  by  statute.  Certificates  of  incorpora- 
tion were  first  provided  in  1844,  and  limited  liability  was 
not  invented  until  1855.  The  National  Association  of 
Herbalists  is  already  incorporated,  I  believe,  under  the 
Companies  Acts,  and  this  fulfils  every  legal  purpose.  Still, 
if  it  likes  to  spend  its  money  on  the  ornamental  parchment 
it  is  difficult  to  see  whj'  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  need 
object.  Surely  we  ought  all  to  rejoice  if  it  makes  herbalists 
better  people :  if  it  has  no  effect  we  can  look  on  with 
equanimity. 
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DISINFECTANTS. 


ei)e  **Saii»as"  Co.,  Clin., 

Exclusive  ManuFacturers  ol  the 
famous  Non-poisonous 

"  SANITAS  "  PREPARATIONS. 

Also  Make  and  Deal  In 
"Bactox,"  "  Creocide,"     Okol,"  "Soldls,"  "  PInos," 
"Klngzett's  Patent   Sniphnr  Fumigating  Candles," 
"  Sulphngatoro,"  "Formic  Sulphugators," 
"  Formic  Lamps," 
"Formic  Fumlgators,"   "Formic  Aldehyde" 
(40  per  cent.  Solution,  Tablets,  and  Powder), 
Slngzett's  Patent  Drain  Testers,  Sheep  Dips,  Weed  Elller, 
"  Sulphume,"  and  "Burnet's  Smoke  Tests," 
Patent  Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen, 
Carbolic  Fluids,  Powders,  and  Soaps, 
Encalyptns  OH,  and  Permanganate  of  Potash, 
"  Sanitas"  Pamphlet  and  "Sou  to  Disinfect"  Book  sent  free, 

THE  "SANITAS"  CO.,  LTD.,  LONDON,  E. 


MILO  FOOD 

FOR  INFANTS. 

Quite  a  New  Departure! 

Based  on  Science  and  Practical  Experience. 

Sample  and  Pamphlet  free  on  Application  to 

NESTLE  &  ANGLO-SWISS  CONDENSED  MILK  CO., 

^  6   &   8    EASTCHEAP,  E.G. 


WARRICK 
BROTHERS, 

CAPSULE 
MAKERS, 


6  NILE  ST.,  CITY  RD.,  LONDON. 


Q.  Se  MUMFORD/*=rE."c':,' 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

19/  c\rt. 

Finest  Pure 
STARCH  POWDER 

22/  c  *. 

No.  2  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

18/el 

No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

25/  c-^. 

Best  Cleaned 
LINSEED  (TEA) 

18/  c*. 

EPSOM  SALTS.  E.S.S. 
Purified.  Clean,  and  Dry 

9/  ewt. 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 

(LiRht  Colour) 

15/ c*. 

Finest  Levifiatcd 
"white  EARTH" 

{Toilet  purposes) 

18/  c*. 

Finest  Compound 
LIQUORICE  POWOER 

/7&/101b. 

Finest  Pure 
TOILET  OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

32/ c*. 

Finest  Pure 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

/lO  it 

Finest 
ARROWROOT 

1/lb. 

2i  per  cent.  Discount  If  Cash  with  Order. 
^  CARRIAGE  PAID  to  Railway  Stations  within  200  miles  of  London 
(or  allowance  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight  of  112  lbs. 
and  upwards  of  above  articles.    Smaller  parcels  deUvered  free  on  rail 
'London  at  above  prices. 

GRIMBLE'S 
PURE 
VINEGAR. 

9pow9i»y  s  lONOOH,  M,  Mf. 


RANKIN'S  Ointment. 

P.A.T.A.,  3d.,  6d.,  and  Is. 

The  Chemists'  Ointment. 

The  only  Effective  Ointment, 
The  Ointment  w/ith  30  years'  reputation, 

IS  A  PART  2  POISON. 

And  may  NOT  be  sola  by  unqualified  dealers. 

JJesi  terms  and  advertising  maiterfrom 

KANKiN  &  CO.,  ^;:*rsTs!"^'*'^' 

KILMARNOCK,  N.B. 


CHAMOIS  LEATHER, 
CAPPING  SPLITS, 
PUSTER  SKINS, 


-MANUFACTURED  BY- 


JOHN  S.  DEED  &  SONS,  Ltd. 

97  l\IEW  OXFORD  ST.,  LONDON,  W.O. 

uinnvc-  /  Eagle  Leather  Works,  MITCHAM  &  CARSHALTON,  SURREY. 
nuKfts.     Middlesex  „       „      Arthur  Street,  LONDON,  W.C. 


liiliiiiP 


JEbitodal  Comments, 


The  Revenue  Act,  1906. 

Important  Orders  re  Spirits. 

Besides  the  new  regulations  issued  by  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  in  respect  to  the  exportation  of  medicinal  tinc- 
tures, etc.,  under  drawback,  as  given  with  the  General 
Order  in  our  last  issue,  p.  338,  a  General  Order  and  new 
regulations  respecting  spirits  and  methylated  spirits  have 


September  1,  1906  THE   CHEMIST   AND  DRUGGIST 


367 


also  been  prepared — and  published.  These  embody  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Revenue  Act  which  became  law  immediately 
before  Parliament  adjourned.  The  General  Order  is  a 
lengthy  document,  comprising  twenty  paragraphs  and  tables 
concerning  methylated  spirits,  and  a  statement,  with  instruc- 
tions to  officers,  respecting  spirits  used  duty-free  under 

Section  8  of  the  Finance  Act,  1902.  It  may 
Duty-free  be  well  to  deal  with  the  latter  first,  as  it  is  the 
Spirits.  crystallisation  of  the  efforts  which  resulted  in 

the  passage  of  this  year's  Act.  The  General 
Order  is  as  follows  : 

By  Section  1  of  the  Revenue  Act,  1905,  it  is  provided  that 
whore  any  spirits  are  received  by  any  person  for  use  in  any 
art  or  manufacture  under  Section  8  of  the  Finance  Act, 
1902,  the  like  allowance  shall  be  paid  to  such  person  in 
respect  of  those  spirits  as  is  payable  on  the  exportation  of 
plain  British  spirits.  The  allowance  is  not,  however,  pay- 
able in  respect  of  methylic  alcohol,  but  foreign  methylic 
alcohol  may  be  received  and  used  under  Section  8  of  the 
Finance  Act,  1902,  without  payment  of  the  differential  duty 
rnoiitioncd  in  that  section. 

The  Board  direct  accordingly  that  payment  of  an  allow- 
ance of  3(7.  per  pi-oof  gallon  be  inade  in  respect  of  the 
quantity  of  British  or  foreign  spirits  (other  than  methylic 
alcohol)  received  on  or  after  the  1st  October  next  by  | 
authorised  persons  for  use  duty-fi'ce  in  an  art  or  manufac-  I 
ture  under  Section  8  of  the  Finance  Act,  1902,  as  determined 
by  the  rccoipt  account  of  such  spirits  taken  by  the  officer. 
The  allowance  is  payable  in  respect  of  spirits  I'oceived  duty- 
free under  the  Board's  authority  by  universities,  colleges, 
etc.,  as  well  as  by  persons  authorised  to  receive  spirits  duty- 
free for  use  in  an  art  or  manufacture,  but  is  not  payable  on 
the  spirits  in  which  natural  history  specimens  ai'e  received, 
such  spirits  being  exempt  from  the  surtax  on  imported 
spirits.  A  form  has  been  prepared  on  which  the  officer  will 
certify  to  the  quantity  at  proof  of  spirits,  other  than 
methylic  alcohol,  received,  and  on  which  the  allowance  is 
payable. 

The  form  duly  filled  up  and  signed  by  the  officer,  must  be 
presented  without  delay  to  the  supervisor,  and  be  counter- 
signed by  him  after  he  has  compared  the  particulars  with 
the  officer's  receipt  account.  The  certificate  should  then  be 
handed  to  the  person  entitled  to  the  allowance,  or  to  his 
recognised  representative,  a  duplicate  of  the  certificate  on 
the  proper  form  being  at  the  same  time  transmitted  to  the 
collector  by  post. 

The  collector  on  being  satisfied  that  the  certificate  is  correct 
will  pay  the  allowance.  A  paragraph  in  the  regulations 
epitomises  the  foregoing,  without  reference,  however,  to  the 
methylic  alcohol,  a  subject  to  which  we  must  again  recur, 
for  since  our  observations  on  the  subject  (see  C.  &  D., 
August  4,  p.  218)  we  have  had  further  evidence  of  the 
disabilities  which  British  manufacturers  suffer  through  the 
Customs  and  Excise  regulations  dealing  with  methylic 
alcohol.  Certain  medicinal  and  toilet  articles  are  now 
being  imported  from  abroad  and  largely  sold  in  this  country 
which  are  free  from  ethylic  alcohol,  but  are  made  with 
methylic  alcohol.  They  pay  no  spirit-duty  because  the  in- 
gredients dissolved  in  the  methylic  alcohol  are  considered 
by  the  Customs  authorities  to  make  the  alcohol  impotable. 
That  appears  to  be  a  rational  interpretation  of  Section  133 
of  the  Spirits  Act,  1880,  and  powers  to  deal  with  purified 
methylic  alcohol  obtained  since.  The  authorities  thus  ap- 
pear not  to  have  the  power  to  tax  on  importation  such  articles 
as  those  which  we  have  mentioned,  with  the  result  that  these 
■foreign  goods  are  competing  seriously  with  home-made 
articles  prepared  with  duty-free  spirit  (the  denatured  spirit 
being  unsuitable).  In  view  of  the  importance  of  the  matter 
we  would  urge  upon  the  Revenue  authorities  the  desir- 
ability of  so  amending  the  regulations  that  home  manufac- 
turers will  be  able  to  compete  with  those  abroad  on  less 
stringent  conditions  than  those  now  obtaining.  Surely  if 
the  Customs  pass  these  methylic  mixtures  as  undutiabfe  it 
ought  to  be  easy  to  frame  conditions  on  which  home  manu- 
facturers may  prepare  such  mixtures  without  incurring 
duties  or  penalties. 


In  regard  to  duty-free  ethylic  alcohol,  there  is  little  sign 
that  it  will  immediately  benefit  the  practice  of  pharmacy, 

for  the  conditions  of  the  Finance  Act,  1902, 
Bonded  are  still  applicable  to  the  full,  and  the  enter- 

Reg'ulati'o^ns.  P''^^®  °^         manufacturers  must  show  what 

good  the  trade  can  get  out  of  the  new  regula- 
tion. The  authorities  have  also  revised  the  bonded-ware- 
house regulation  relating  to  the  supply  of  duty-free  alcohol 
to  manufacturing  chemists  and  others,  and  substituted  a 
more  extended  regulation  in  its  place.  The  1902  privilege 
has  been  a  great  boon  to  firms  like  Kynochs,  British 
Xylonite  Co.,  and  others;  but  so  far  none  directly  con- 
nected with  pharmacy  have  benefited.  In  most  instances 
the  spirit  is  denatured  on  the  manufacturing  premises  with 
some  substance  officially  approved  and  useful  to  the  manu- 
facturer in  his  business.  Thus,  camphor  is  used  as  the 
denaturant  in  the  case  of  celluloid  ;  but  in  a  few  cases, 
especially  where  explosives  are  made,  no  denaturant  what- 
ever is  added.  The  Excise  authorities  are  naturally  very 
much  on  the  alert  in  looking  after  this  pure  spirit,  which  is 
sent  out  either  from  the  distillery  or  bonded  warehouses 
under  bond.  Appropriate  documents  containing  all  par- 
ticulars of  the  spirit  are  sent  to  the  official  in  charge  of 
the  factory.  Here  it  is  examined,  stored,  and  subsequently 
denatured  in  the  presence  of  the  official  who  certifies  to  this 
effect.  In  those  instances  where  no  denaturant  is  added, 
officials  are  constantly  on  the  spot  to  see  that  none  of  this 
pure  spirit  is  either  drunk  or  removed  from  the  premises. 
With  this  explanation  the  following  new  regulation  will  be 
better  understood  : 

524.  Plain  British  spirits,  spirits  of  wine  deposited  by  a 
rectifier,  and  unsweetened  foreign  spirits,  not  less  than 
50  per  cent,  overproof,  in  quantities  of  not  less  than  nine 
bulk  gallons,  may  be  removed,  under  the  appropriate  bond, 
to  the  promises  of  a  person  authorised  by  the  Board  of 
Inland  Revenue  to  receive  spirits  duty-free,  for  use  in  art 
or  manufacture  under  Section  8  of  the  Finance  Act,  1902. 
There  must  be  delivered  with  the  warrant  to  the  officer  a 
requisition  signed  by  the  person  authorised  to  receive  the 
spirits,  and  having  thereon  a  certificate  signed  by  the  super- 
visor in  whose  district  the  spirits  are  to  be  used  that  the 
applicant  is  authorised  to  receive  thom.  The  despatch 
must  be  forwarded  to  the  officer  whose  address  is  given  on 
the  requisition,  who  will  in  due  course  transmit  a  certificate 
of  receipt  under  paragraphs  282  and  283.  Should  any 
chargeable  deficiency  be  reported,  or  the  goods  be  not  duly 
produced,  the  officers  are  to  proceed  under  paragraphs  284 
and  285  respectively. 

The  limit  of  nine  gallons  as  to  quantity  does  not  apply  to 
absolute  alcohol,  or  to  methyl  alcohol  purified  so  as  to  be 
potable,  both  of  which  may  be  removed  in  the  original 
packages  as  imported,  provided  that  in  the  case  of  importa- 
tions of  the  latter  of  less  than  nine  bulk  gallons  the  spirit 
is  contained  in  glass  or  stone  bottles  and  packed  in  cases 
as  required  by  the  latter  part  of  the  spirit  paragraph  of 
Section  42  of  the  Customs  Consolidation  Act,  1876.  Spirits 
bottled  in  bond  may  not  be  removed  under  the  provisions 
of  this  paragraph. 

Before  spirits  liable  to  a  duty  of  Customs  are  delivered 
under  the  provisions  of  this  paragraph,  or  for  methylation 
under  the  provisions  of  paragraph  523,  the  difference  be- 
tween the  Customs  duty  and  the  duty  on  plain  British 
spirits  must  bo  paid,  and  similarly,  before  spirits  of  wine 
deposited  by  a  rectifier  are  delivered,  the  allowance  paid 
on  deposit,  at  the  rate  of  Zd.  per  proof  gallon  on  the  quantity 
delivered,  must  be  repaid.  It  will  be  observed  that  in  those 
cases  where  the  differential  dutv  has  been  paid  prior  to 
delivery  from  warehouse,  the  dutv  chargeable  on  excess 
deficiencies  in  transit  is  at  the  rate  payable  on  plain  British 
spirits. 

Manufacturing  chemists  will  observe  the  reference  to 
absolute  alcohol  and  to  methyl  alcohol.  The  sentence  is 
not  quite  clear,  inasmuch  as  it  seems  to  imply  that  only 
this  purified  methyl  alcohol  can  be  imported  in  bottle  and 
in  less  than  nine  bulk  gallons.  This  is  not  the  reading  of 
the  Customs  Consolidation  Act  in  question,  for  Section  42 
referred  to  by  the  officials  permits  any  spirits,  except  cor- 
dials, perfumed  spirits,  and  medicinal  spirits,  to  be  im- 
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ported  in  quantities  of  less  than  nine  gallons,  provided  that 
they  are  in  bottle  properly  cased.  Nobody,  we  fancy, 
would  import  absolute  alcohol  in  such  a  vessel  as  a  cask. 
It  will  be  observed  that  in  the  last  paragraph  reference  is 
made  to  the  necessity  for  paying  the  5d.  per  proof  gallon 
differential  duty  when  foreign  spirit  is  delivered  from  the 
bonded  warehouse.  According  to  the  Revenue  Act,  1906, 
when  the  industrial  methylated  spirit  is  made  there  will  be 
a  repayment,  not  of  5d.,  but  of  Zd.,  per  proof  gallon  on  all 
foreign  spirit  used  in  the  making  of  this  particular  spirit, 
so  that  users  of  foreign  spirit  will  be  handicapped  to  the 
extent  of  2d.  per  proof  gallon.  Unless  the  foreigner  will  be 
able  to  produce  cheaper  spirit  than  the  distiller  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  rnd  so  counteract  the  effect  of  the 
differential  duty  of  5d.  per  proof  gallon,  there  is  little  chance 
of  manufacturing  chemists  using  such  dearer  spirit.  The 
home  distiller  gets  the  benefit  of  this  state  of  things,  but 
even  he  gets  no  pull  where  his  spirit  is  used  in  making  the 
ordinary  mineralised  methylated  spirit.  No  rebate  is 
given  in  this  case  to  either  British  or  foreign  distiller,  as 
described  below.  This  fact  explains  the  apparently  cum- 
brous proceeding  of  compelling  the  differential  duty  to  be 
paid  and  the  M.  allowance  on  the  spirits  of  wine  repaid 
before  the  goods  leave  the  bonded  warehouse,  and  then 
subsequently  repaying  the  Zd.  when  methylated. 

The  General  Order  dated  August  21,  1906, 
Methylated    states  that  on  and  after  October  1,  1906,  the 
Spirits.         only  descriptions  of  methylated  spirits  to  be 
recognised  will  be 
Industrial  Methylated  Spirits,  in  which  the  proportion  of 
wood  naphtha  or  other  substance  or  combination  of  sub- 
stances approved  for  the  purpose  of  methylation  by  the 
Commissioners  shall  not  be  less  than  one-nineteenth  of  the 
bulk  of  the  spirits  methylated ;  and 

Mineralised  Methylated  Spirits,  in  which  the  proportion 
of  wood  naphtha  or  other  substance  or  combination  of  sub- 
stances, as  aforesaid,  shall  not  be  less  than  one-ninth  of  the 
bulk  of  the  spirits  methylated,  and  which  in  addition  shall 
have  mixed  with  and  dissolved  in  them  not  less  than  three- 
eighths  of  one  per  cent,  by  volume  of  approved  mineral 
naphtha  or  petroleum  oil. 
The  "industrial"  spirits  will  take  the  place  of  what  is  at 
present  called  ordinary  methylated  spirits — that  is,  a  mix- 
ture of  nine  parts  of  60  o.p.  rectified  spirit  [or  rum]  and  one 
part  of  wood  naphtha.    It  is  now  declared  that  the  receipt 
of  the  industrial  spirits  for  purposes  of  lighting,  heating, 
or  motive  power  will  not  be  sanctioned,  obviously  because 
the  spirit  from  which  it  is  made  bears  a  rebate  of  Zd.  per 
proof  gal.    It  is  provided  that  not  less  than  450  gals,  of 
spirits  may  be  methylated  at  one  time,  and  the  preparation 
of  "industrial"  and  "mineralised"  spirits  must  be  car- 
ried out  in  entirely  separate  and  distinct  operations,  while 
the  vessels  in  which  the  spirits  are  stored  by  the  methylator 
must  be  marked  "Industrial"  or  "Mineralised."  The 
Order  lays  down  conditions  as  to  account-keeping  and  other 
precautions  for  ensuring  that  the  "  industrial  "  is  not  mixed 
with  the  "mineralised"  spirits.    Hitherto  retailers  of 
methylated  spirits  who  are  also  users  have  been  permitted 
to  obtain  the  "ordinary"  spirits.    The  terms  of  the 
Revenue  Act  make  it  doubtful  whether  this  can  be  con- 
tinued, but  Sir  Henry  Primrose,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Inland  Revenue,  gave  the  assurance  that  the  practice  would 
not  be  altered.    This  is  now  provided  by  the  following  in- 
structions to  officers  : 

In  view  of  the  important  distinction  established  by  law 
between  industrial  methylated  spirits  and  mineralised 
methylated  spirits,  it  is  considered  desirable  that  all  exist- 
ing authorisations  to  use  ordinary  methylated  spirits  should 
be  reviewed,  and  supervisors  are  to  forward  as  early  as 
possible  a  list  of  all  persons  in  their  districts  holding  the 
iBoard's  authority  for  the  use  of  ordinary  methylated 
spirits. 

Pending  consideration  of  the  returns,  users  generally  who 


hold  the  Board's  authority  to  receive  ordinary  methylated 
spirits  may  be  allowed,  on  and  after  the  1st  October  next, 
to  receive  industrial  in  the  place  of  ordinary  methylated 
spirits.  If  in  any  case,  particularly  in  view  of  the  limita- 
tion as  to  the  use  of  industrial  methylated  spirits  [i.e.,  not 
for  lighting,  heating  or  motoring],  the  supervisor  is  of 
opinion  that  this  concession  should  be  withheld  or  modified, 
he  should  at  once  report  the  facts  for  the  Board's  con- 
sideration. 

The  particulars  which  supervisors  are  required  to  furnish 
include  the  quantity  of  spirits  used,  what  it  is  for,  whether 
any  is  recovered  or  not,  and  if  a  bond  is  given.  The  regu- 
lations (which  we  print  more  fully  elsewhere  in  this  issue) 
also  provide  as  follows  : 

A  retailer  of  methylated  spirits  must  not  sell  or  have  in 
his  possession  for  sale,  any  methylated  spirits  other  than 
mineralised  methylated  spirits,  nor  any  methylated  spirits 
containing  any  essential  oil  or  other  flavouring  matter.  But 
this  regulation  does  not  prevent  a  retailer  of  methylated 
spirits  if  duly  authorised  by  the  Board  receiving  or  having 
in  his  possession  industrial  methylated  spirits  for  use  in  an 
art  or  manufacture  carried  on  by  him. 

As  to  mineralised  spirits,  the  Order  mentions  that  on  and 
after  October  1  the  retailer's  stock  must  not  exceed  200  gals, 
(at  present  50  gals.),  and  the  quantity  which  may  be  re- 
tailed at  one  time  is  increased  from  1  to  4  gals.  The  mini- 
mum quantity  which  a  methylator  may  send  out  remains 
the  same — 10  gals.  In  respect  to  the  use  of  either  kind  of 
spirit  the  written  consent  of  the  Board  is  necessary.  Bond 
will  not  be  required  from  any  person  using  "  mineralised  " 
spirits  for  any  purpose  for  which  he  has  the  Board's  autho- 
rity, or  from  a  person  authorised  to  use  "  industrial " 
spirits,  so  long  as  the  quantity  used  in  a  year  does  not  ex- 
ceed 50  gals.,  and  there  is  no  still  on  the  premises  nor  any 
means  adopted  for  recovering  the  spirits.  Where  more 
than  50  gals,  of  "  industrial  "  spirits  is  used  annually  bond 
will  be  required  ;  and  in  all  cases  the  Board  reserve  to  them- 
selves the  right  to  require  a  bond  if  they  think  fit.  It  may 
further  be  noted  that 

persons  authorised  to  use  methylated  spirits  are  not  at 
liberty  without  the  consent  in  writing  of  the  Commissioners 
to  purify  or  attempt  to  purify  methylated  spirits  or  methylio 
alcohol,  or  after  methylated  spirits  or  methylic  alcohol  have 
once  been  used,  to  recover  or  attempt  to  recover  the  spirits 
or  alcohol  by  distillation  or  condensation,  or  in  any  other 
manner,  and  that  all  methylated  spirits  must  be  used  for  the 
purposes  sanctioned  by  the  Board  in  the  state  in  which 
received. 

On  the  whole  the  conditions  in  respect  to  both  kinds  of 
spirits  are  more  liberal  to  users,  but  it  is  feared  that  much 
complication  and  trouble  will  arise  from  the  Excise  regula- 
tions being  so  involved.  Had  the  authorities  treated  the 
regulations  de  novo,  instead  of  altering  the  old  ones,  things 
might  have  been  clearer. 


Seychelles  Vanilla. 

The  continued  depression  in  the  price  of  vanilla  in  the 
world's  markets  is  fully  reflected  in  the  considerable 
falling-off  in  the  revenue  of  the  Seychelles  Islands  for 
1905.  The  annual  report  on  the  Colony,  which  has  just 
been  issued,  states  that  the  year  was  characterised  by 
extreme  depression,  as  two  successive  droughts  had 
diminished  the  yield  of  the  two  principal  sources  of  agri- 
cultural wealth,  coconuts  and  vanilla ;  the  cessation  of 
external  credit  had  reduced  the  volume  of  trade,  and  all 
classes  had  exhausted  their  resources,  many  being  plunged 
into  utter  poverty.  An  interesting  account  is  given  of  the 
collapse  in  vanilla,  which  shows  how  serious  a  matter  it 
has  been  for  the  population,  in  spite  of  financial  aid 
rendered  by  the  Government.  It  appears  that  owing  to 
the  inflated  prices  of  vanilla  from  1898  to  1900,  and  of  the 
large  crops  obtained  from  1900  to  1903,  the  Seychelles  com- 
munity has  traded  beyond  its  resources.    A  continuous 
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fall  in  the  volume  of  vanilla  has  now  reduoed  the  price  of 
Seychelles  locally  from  Rs.  33.06  in  1900  to  Rs.  5.87  per  l/.il.. 
in  1905,  and  this  fall  in  price  has  coincided  with  a  period 
of  reduced  crops  in  1904-6.  As  a  consequence,  the  com- 
munity has  suddenly  lost  its  principal  source  of  wealth, 
and  until  vanilla  has  been  replaced  by  coconut  products 
or  rubber,  the  spending  capacity  of  the  Colony  will  pio- 
bably  remain  at  its  present  low  level.  Vanilla-plants  :s  had 
been  living  on  a  scale  commensurate  with  recent  good 
fortune,  and  traders  had  been  accorded  credit  on  a  similar 
scale.  Credit  ceased  suddenly,  and  advances  on  crops  and 
on  mortgage  were  called  in,  and  no  banking  institution 
existed  to  help  those  planters  who  held  valuable  properties, 
but  lacked,  for  the  moment,  means  to  keep  them  in  cultiva- 
tion. At  this  juncture  the  Government  was  enabled  to 
advance  approved  planters,  on  the  security  of  first 
mortgage,  a  sum  of  Rs.  100,000.  These  loans  have  saved 
many  planters  from  bankruptcy,  and  staved  off  the 
abandonment  of  cultivation  on  several  valuable  properties. 
The  amount  actually  lent  at  the  close  of  1905  was  Rs.  67,800, 
when  further  operations  had  to  be  suspended.  Although 
the  vanilla-crop  for  1905  is  again  a  failure  (it  is  said  to  be 
less  than  20,000  kilos.),  there  are  now  signs  of  improv,;- 
ment  in  the  development  of  coconut-properties,  in  the  good 
promise  shown  by  the  young  rubber-plantations,  and  in 
the  exploitation  of  guano  phosphates.  The  season  of  1906 
■ — in  contrast  with  the  disastrous  droughts  of  1904  and 
1905 — has  been  favoured  with  an  abundance  of  rain,  and 
although  the  flowering  season  for  the  vanilla-crop  of  1907 
has  not  yet  arrived,  there  are  hopeful  signs  that  1906  may 
prove  the  last  of  the  series  of  unfortunate  years. 

The  quantity  of  vanilla  shipped  to  London  in  1905  was 
22,566  kilos.,  valued  at  Rs.  137,185,  the  proportion  of  the 
crop  and  the  total  value  being  akin  to  1904;  the  exports 
to  France  were  24,757  kilos.,  valued  at  Rs.  136,462.  In 
the  Seychelles,  London  is  looked  upon  as  the  better  market 
when  prices  are  good,  but  Paris  sales  are  said  to  be  steadier 
when  the  demand  is  dull.  As  the  price  ruled  uniformly 
low  during  1905,  the  proportion  sent  to  London  was  only 
46  per  cent,  of  total  :  in  prosperous  years  the  proportion 
sent  to  London  has  been  as  high  as  two-thirds.  The  fol- 
lowing table  represents  the  value,  quantity,  and  average 
price  of  vanilla  exported  for  the  last  eleven  years  : 


Quantity 

Declared  Average  Price 

Exported. 

Value. 

per  Kilo. 

Kilos. 

Rs. 

Rs.  cts. 

1905 

..  48,208 

282,876 

5  87 

1904 

..  41,072 

300,026 

7  30 

1903 

..  59,784 

503,994 

8  43 

1902 

..  60,862 

642,331 

10  55 

1901 

..  71,899 

1,108,792 

15  42 

1900 

..  17,569 

580,877 

33  06 

1899  . 

..  41,835 

1,338,720 

32  00 

1898 

..  25,177 

748,810 

29  74 

1897 

..  30,691 

920.730 

30  00 

1896 

..  31,227 

936,000 

29  97 

1895 

..  4,553 

60,344 

13  25 

Owing  to  the  fall  in  the  price  of  vanilla,  Mr.  R.  Dupont, 
Curator  of  the  Botanic  Station,  has  been  asked  to  prepare 
an  extract  from  inferior  vanilla  in  order  to  try  to  avoid 
exporting  low-grade  beans  as  such.  The  experiments  are 
not  yet  completed,  but  the  extract  will  shortly  be  for- 
warded to  the  Imperial  Institute  for  valuation.  A  simple 
maceration  of  400  grams  of  vanilla  in  4  litres  of  alcohol  is, 
he  says,  not  sufficient,  and  the  modus  operandi  which  has 
given  the  best  results  is  the  following  : 

The  vases  containing  vanilla  arranged  in  the  form  of  a 
battery  and  alcohol  at  80  to  85  degrees  allowed  to  remain 
one  week  in  one  vase  before  being  transferred  to  the  next 
containing  fresh  vanilla.  A  sort  of  diffusion  is  then  prac- 
tised until  the  four  or  six  vases  have  received  the  alcoholic 
solution  four  or  six  times  each. 

Which   is   a    quaint    way    of   describing  repercolation. 


Finally  the  report  clearly  demonstrates  the  futility  of  a 
small  colony  relying  practically  on  one  industry  alone  for 
its  support,  but  the  crisis  through  which  the  community 
has  passed  appears  to  have  evoked  a  revival  of  energy  in 
several  other  directions,  chief  among  which  is  the  renewal 
of  coconut-plantations  and  their  extension.  Soap-making, 
too,  is  being  taken  up  in  earnest,  the  production  last  year 
amounting  to  6,564  cwt.,  which  sold  at  an  average  of  21Z. 
per  ton,  the  present  markets  being  Madagascar  and  the 
East  Coast  of  Africa. 


Indian  Saltpetre. 

The  manufacture  and  composition  of  Indian  saltpetre, 
which  is  the  most  important  chemical-industry  in  India,  is 
the  subject  of  an  interesting  official  report  by  Mr.  David 
Hooper,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.  The  greater  part  is  devoted  to 
an  account  of  saltpetre.  He  first  deals  with  nitrification, 
potassium  nitrate  being  the  resalt  of  decomposition  of 
organic  remains  through  the  nitrifying  micro-organism.  The 
nitre-bearing  localities  in  India  are  situated  in  the  Indo- 
Gangetic  tract ;  in  the  Punjaub,  between  the  Jhelmn  and  the 
Sutlej ;  in  Agra  and  Oudh,  in  Bengal,  in  the  Central  Pro- 
vinces, and  elsewhere.  The  nitrous  earth  is  gathered  in 
the  vicinities  of  dwellings,  urea  or  similar  nitrogenous 
matter  accounting  for  much  of  it,  and  details  of  analyses  are 
given  which  show  good  earth  to  contain  about  12  per  cent,  of 
potassium  nitrate,  and  middling  half  as  much.  The  manu- 
facture of  saltpetre  from  this  is  conducted  by  special  castes 
of  men.  The  earth  is  collected  in  November,  being  scraped 
off  the  surface  with  spades  or  broken  tiles,  and  carried  in 
baskets  to  the  lixiviating  and  e^  aporating  beds.  The  lixivia- 
tors  consist  of  two  oblong  pits  7  ft.  long,  3  ft.  broad,  and 
1  ft.  deep.  The  pit  has  a  clay  bottom,  and  a  layer  of  brush- 
wood is  placed  in  it  before  the  earth  is  packed  in.  Then  the 
earth  is  saturated  with  water,  and  in  an  hour  or  so  this 
commences  to  trickle  out  as  nitrous  brine,  being  conveyed  by 
pipes  at  the  end  of  the  pits  to  iron  evaporating-pans  5  ft.  in 
diameter,  where  it  is  boiled  for  about  seven  hours,  when  it 
reaches  the  crystallising-point,  being  then  transferred  to 
earthenware  vessels  to  crystallise  ;  next  morning  the  crystals 
are  removed  to  a  pit  in  the  ground.  This  is  the  crude 
saltpetre  of  commerce.  In  the  drier  parts  of  the  Punjaub 
the  heat  of  the  sun  is  used  for  evaporating  the  nitrous  liquor. 
Crude  saltpetre  contains  from  40  to  64  per  cent,  of  potassium 
nitrate ;  there  are  also  present  nitrates  of  magnesium  and 
calcium,  besides  sodium  chloride  and  sulphate  and  water. 
Mr.  Hooper  gives  analyses  of  fifty-five  samples  from  various 
places.  He  also  gives  a  description  of  the  refining-process 
as  carried  out  at  Jajonou,  Cawnpore.  The  rationale  of  this 
process  is  to  get  rid  of  sodium  chloride,  the  principal  im- 
purity ;  but  this  is  not  entirely  excluded,  Mr.  Hooper's 
analyses  of  refined  saltpetre  showing  from  1  to  10  per  cent, 
of  this  impurity.  Common  salt  is  a  by-product  of  refining, 
which  is  done  under  Government  licence  costing  Rs.  50. 
Refiners  have  to  keep  accurate  records  of  their  purchases  of 
crude  material,  output  of  saltpetre  and  salt,  and  submit 
weekly  returns.  Exports  vary,  and  the  trade  with  the 
United  Kingdom,  although  still  large,  is  declining. 
During  the  quinquennial  period  1898-99  to  1902-3 
the  average  annual  exports  of  nitre  from  India  were 
374,810  cwt.,  compared  with  408,585  cwt.  for  the  preceding 
five  years,  1893-94  to  1897-98,  and  815,107  c\vt.  for  the 
quinquennial  1888-89  to  1892-93.  The  last  figures,  accord- 
ing to  a  table  compiled  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Salt 
Revenue,  have  not  been  exceeded  any  time  during  the  past 
fifty  years.  Since  the  commerce  in  Indian  saltpetre  com- 
menced (about  1853)  the  values  have  ranged  between  Rs.  7 
and  Rs.  11  per  cwt.,  the  average  working  out  at  rather  over 
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Es.  9,  or  about  12s.  per  cwt.  Previous  to  1868  there  was  an 
export-duty  of  3  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  but  in  that  year  the 
duty  was  entirely  removed.  The  trade,  however,  was  un- 
able to  recover  from  the  effects  of  the  high  rate  of  duty 
levied  during  the  six  years  from  1860-61  to  1865-66,  when 
the  duty  was  Rs.  2  per  cwt.  There  is  no  doubt  the  failure  of 
the  trade  to  recover  its  former  position  was  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  high  prices  stimulated  the  use  of  Chilian  saltpetre, 
and,  again,  the  introduction  of  such  explosives  as  cordite 
has  largely  displaced  gunpowder.  Notwithstanding  these 
circumstances,  Indian  saltpetre  has  held  its  own  better  than 
might  have  been  expected  owing  to  the  low  price,  and  a 
revival  is  possible  at  any  time. 


Silver-gloss  in  Canada. 

Mr.  Jhonson,  of  the  Byron  Manufacturing  Co.,  is  in 
Canada,  but,  thanks  to  the  C  <£•  D.,  his  reputation  has  gone 
before  him,  and  the  Canadian  drug-trade  has  been  warned 
about  his  peculiar  methods  of  doing  business.  We  expect 
further  particulars  about  Mr.  Jhonson's  efforts  in  Canada  by 
an  early  mail. 

The  Rise  in  Soap. 

[The  London  newspapers  have  this  week  been  agitated  by 
rumours  of  a  rise  in  the  price  of  soap,  owing  to  the  scarcity 
of  tallow.] 

Our  ancestors  were  not  so  fond 

Of  water  or  of  washing  : 
They'd  jump  into  the  village  pond. 

And  clean  themselves  by  splashing. 
They'd  ne'er  repine  ;  complexions  fine 

They  had,  and  likewise  sallow; 
They  fed  the  cat  on  mutton  fat, 

And  greased  their  boots  with  tallovir. 

But  nowadays  the  belles  and  beaux 

And  babies  all  grow  mopy 
If  they  have  freckles  on  their  nose 

Immune  to  water  soapy  : 
A  perfumed  cake  of  special  make 

For  each  one,  wise  or  callow, 
Is  what  must  be  :  no  wonder  we 
Have  seen  a  rise  in  tallow. 
Medical  Registration. 
A  correspondent  has  raised  an  interesting  point  as  to 
the  possibility  of  becoming  a  registered  medical  man 
without  having  passed  any  examination  in  Latin.  The 
point  is  that  the  General  Medical  Council  make  it  obligatory 
on  applicants  for  registration  as  medical  students  that  they 
shall  have  taken  Latin  as  a  subject  of  the  Preliminary 
examination.    The    London    University  Matriculation 
examination  can  now  be  taken  with  or  without  Latin,  and 
students  can  proceed  to  a  degree  in  medicine  although  the 
Matriculation  examination  which  they  have  passed  did  not 
include  Latin.    Such  students  cannot  be  registered  as 
medical  students  with  the  General  Medical  Council,  but  this 
is  not  necessary  when  proceeding  to  a  university  degree. 
By  Section  XV.  of  the  Medical  Act  (1858)  anyone  possessing 
a  medical  qualification  of  a  university  of  the  United 
Kingdom  is  entitled  on  paying  the  registration-fee  to  have 
his  name  placed  on  the  Medical  Register.    It  thus  follows 
that  a  London  University  student  who  has  graduated  M.B. 
and  B.S.,  which  he  can  obtain  without  taking  Latin  as  a 
subject  in  the  Matriculation,  can  register.    The  point  was  a 
little  obscure,  and  this  explanation  may  usefully  supple- 
ment the  information  given  in  tKe  Educational  Number. 
Earth-eating. 
In  our  issue  of  May  19  we  published  a  short  note  on  edibla 
soils  and  referred  generally  to  the  habit  prevailing  among 
the  people  of  various  countries  of  eating  clay  soils.    By  a 


peculiar  coincidence  there  has  come  to  us  since  from  Cal- 
cutta a  paper  on  "Earth-eating  and  the  Earth-eating 
Habit  in  India,"  communicated  by  Mr.  David  Hooper  and 
Mr.  Harold  H.  Mann  to  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal. 
The  paper  deals  with  the  extent  of  earth-eating  in  other 
countries  than  India,  then  with  the  earth-eaters  of  India, 
what  they  eat,  the  extent  of  the  habit,  and  the  use  of  earth 
as  a  medicine.  It  appears  that  in  the  provinces  of  India 
the  habit  is  chiefly  confined  to  girls  and  women;  it  begins 
about  the  first  menstruation,  and  is  continued  by  women  in 
pregnancy.  The  authors  describe  the  earths  that  are  used, 
particulars  of  forty-three  kinds  being  given,  with  completa 
analyses  of  thirty-two  edible  clays.  There  is  a  good  deal 
of  interesting  lore  in  the  paper,  and  a  careful  examination  of 
the  reputed  effects  or  advantages  of  earth-eating,  but  th» 
authors  judiciously  sum  up  the  matter  by  attributing  th« 
habit  ' '  primarily  to  the  purely  mechanical  effect  it  seems 
to  have  in  comforting  gastric  or  intestinal  irritation." 

The  Growth  of  Joint-stock  Companies. 

An  interesting  return  has  been  presented  to  the  House 
of  Commons  giving  particulars  of  the  joint-stock  companies 
which  were  registered  in  1905  as  regards  such  matters  as 
capital,  amount  underwritten,  directors'  qualification,  etc. 
The  return  does  not  show  in  any  way  the  business  which 
the  companies  were  formed  to  carry  on,  bo  that  it  is  not 
possible  to  pick  out  those  which  make  the  drug-business  an 
object  of  their  trading.  The  total  nominal  share  capital  of  the 
4,265  companies  registered  in  1905  was  119,179,333?.,  which, 
although  stupendous,  is  much  below  many  previous  years — 
in  1888,  for  instance,  the  amount  was  353,780,994/.  It  will 
not  be  surprising,  therefore,  that  the  share  capital  of  com- 
panies registered  since  the  commencement  of  the  Companies 
Act  in  1862  has  reached  the  enormous  sum  of  over  6,644 
millions.  This  is  eight  times  as  much  as  the  amount  of  the 
National  Debt  of  Great  Britain.  It  should  be  noted,  how- 
ever, that  the  figures  for  nominal  capital  are  deceptive — for 
instance,  the  paid-up  capital  of  the  companies  registered  in 
1905  was  only  21,23'7,987Z.,  while  the  paid-up  capital  of  the 
40,995  companies  on  the  register  on  April  30,  1906,  was  2,003 
millions  (three  times  the  National  Debt) — an  amount,  how- 
ever, which  it  is  difficult  adequately  to  appreciate.  Ten 
years  ago  the  paid-up  capital  of  the  21,223  companies  on  the 
register  was  1,145  millions.  The  growth  in  the  number  and 
amount  of  capital  has  been  steady  and  continuous,  and  re- 
flects the  increasing  favour  which  this  method  of  limiting 
liability  finds  among  financiers.  It  is  perhaps  a  slight  solace 
to  see  that  the  amount  of  fees  and  capital-duty  received  in 
respect  of  registered  companies  in  1905  amounted  to  388,989/. 

Bactericidal  Action  of  Silver  Compounds. 

A  useful  research  has  been  concluded  as  to  the  relative 
bactericidal  effects  of  the  various  newly  introduced  silver 
compounds.  The  work  was  undertaken  at  the  request  of  the 
Therapeutic  Committee  of  the  British  Medical  Association. 
The  summary  of  the  conclusions  divides  the  silver  com- 
pounds as  follows  :  (1)  Powerfully  bactericidal — silver 
nitrate,  silver  fluoride,  actol,  itrol,  argentamine,  argentol, 
albargin,  argonin,  ichthargan,  largin,  novargan,  and  pro- 
targol.  The  activity  of  these  compounds  is  practically  the 
same.  (2)  Less  powerfully  bactericidal — nargol.  (3)  Pos- 
sessing practically  no  bactericidal  action — argyrol  and 
collargol.  The  comparison  was  made  according  to  the 
percentage  of  silver  contained  in  the  compound,  as  shown  in 
the  following  list  : 


Collargol 

...  86.6 

Albargin 

...  13.4 

Silver  fluoride 

...  81.7 

Nargol   

...  9.6 

Silver  nitrate  ... 

...  63.6 

Largin 

...  9.4 

Itrol   

...  60.8 

Novargan 

...  7.9 

Actol   

...  51.5 

Protargol 

...  7.4 

Argentol 

...  31.2 

Argentamine  ... 

...  6.4 

Ichthargan 

...  27.1 

Argonin 

...  3.8 

Argyrol 

...  20.0 

Full  details  of  the  experimental  work  are  given  in  the 
"B.M.J."  report  from  which  we  quote.  The  conclusions 
are  instructive  in  view  of  the  clinical  results  that  have  been 
obtained  with  argyrol. 
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Cbincse  TRbubarb. 

By  E.  H.  Wilson. 

The  Author  of  this  Article,  having  lately  visited  Western  China  is  able  to  give  some  New 
and  interesting  Facts  concerning  the  Collection  and  Source  of  this  important  Drug. 


SOME  difference  of  opinion  exists  as  to  the  actual  species 
yielding  the  Chinese  rhubarb  of  commerce.  In  this 
article  I  shall  endeavour  to  show  that  while  it  is  possible  two 
or  more  species  may  be  involved,  the  bulk  of  the  commercial 
drug  is  furnished  by  one  species — viz.,  Bheum  officinale, 
Baillon. 

The  chief  source  of  the  drug  is  the  wild  mountainous 
region  of  the  Szechuan-Tibetan  border,  and  the  range  of 
mountains  extending  from  this  border  to  the  province  of 
Hupeh,  Central  China.  This  range  (Kiu-tiao-shan) 
separates  the  province  of  Szechuan  from  Kansu  and  Shensi, 
and  forms  the  watershed  of  the  Han  and  Yangtsze  rivers. 
A  certain  amount  of  the  medicinal  product  is  collected  in 
Hupeh,  and  finds  its  way  to  Hankow,  where  it  is  classed 
with  the  Szechuan  product.  In  the  Imperial  Maritime 
Customs  trade  returns,  the  whole  of  the  rhubarb  exported 
from  Hankow  is  given  as  Szechuan  rhubarb,  and  there  can 
be  no  question  that  the  chief  source  of  the  drug  is  the  moun- 
tains of  Western,  North- Western,  and  Northern  Szechuan. 

Dr.  Henry,  in  1888,  was  the  first  to  discover  wild  speci- 
mens of  the  medicinal  rhubarb  in  the  mountains  of  Hupeh. 
The  plant  was  found  growing  in  the  forests  between  7,000 
and  9,000  ft.  above  the  sea-level.  Henry  forwarded  speci- 
mens to  Kew,  where  they  were  identified  as  Blicum  officinale, 
Baillon.  In  1900  I  rediscovered  the  plant  in  Henry's  region 
and  sent  seeds  to  this  country.  Plants  were  raised  from  my 
seeds,  and  on  flowering  and  fruiting  proved  the  Kew  deter- 
mination of  Henry's  specimens  to  be  correct. 

During  1903  and  1904  I  was  engaged  in  a  botanical  ex- 
ploration of  Western  China,  and  came  across  the  medicinal 
rhubarb  in  great  quantities.  It  was  always  the  same  species, 
and  undoubtedly  the  same  as  the  Hupeh  plant.  Of  this  I 
am  convinced  not  only  from  actual  knowledge  of  the  living 
plants  in  both  districts,  but  also  from  comparison  at  Kew 
Herbarium  of  the  specimens  I  brought  from  both  regions. 
My  knowledge  of  the  wild  plant  as  it  occurs  in  the 
Szechuan-Tibetan  border  extends  from  south  of  Tatien-lu 
to  north  of  Sungpan,  on  the  Kansu  border.  The  plant 
occurs  in  the  forests  8,000  ft.  above  sea-level,  becoming 
more  abundant  in  the  ascent  and  reaching  its  maximum 
between  11,000  and  12,000  ft.  It  extends  up  to  14,000  ft., 
the  highest  altitude  of  any  tall-growing  herb  in  these  regions. 

Eheum  officinale  is  a  striking  plant,  with  its  large  hand- 
some dark-green  leaves  and  tall  loose  inflorescence  of  white 
flowers,  7  to  8  ft.  high.  The  fruits  are  salmon-red,  and  even 
more  conspicuous  than  the  flowers. 

The  medicine-gatherers  of  these  regions  root  up  only  the 
oldest  specimens,  which  from  experience  they  readily  recog- 
nise. Ten  years  is  regarded  as  the  minimum  age,  but  this 
is  probably  not  strictly  adhered  to.  The  forest  product  is 
not  so  highly  esteemed  as  that  found  growing  on  the  grass- 
lands above  tree-limit.  "  Ta  Huang  "  is  the  name  by  which 
the  drug  is  known  all  over  China.  The  latter  half  of  Sep- 
tember and  October  is  the  season  for  digging  the  rhubarb, 
but  the  process  is  carried  on  until  snow  finally  renders  it 
impossible.  Occasionally  a  spring  digging  is  resorted  to. 
This  takes  place  before  the  plants  commence  to  make  much 
growth.  Eheum  officinale  has  a  distinct  stem,  not  very  long, 
but  thick,  and  this,  I  was  informed,  was  considered  better 
than  the  roots.  It  is  severed  from  the  roots,  cleaned,  the 
bark  and  crown  removed,  and  then  split  transversely,  or 
more  commonly  longitudinally  into  pieces  4  to  6  in.  long. 
Very  often  a  hole  is  bored  through  the  pieces  and  they  [ 
are  strung  on  a  cord  and  dried  under  the  eaves  of  the  | 
houses.  The  roots  vary  in  size  and  are  often  very  large  :  I 
4  to  5  ft.  long  and  3  to  4  in.  in  diameter  is  not  unknown. 
These  roots  have  all  the  weak  laterals  removed,  and  are 
cleaned,  roughly  trimmed,  cut  into  lengths,  and  often 
divided  longitudinally.  Sometimes  a  hole  is  bored  through 
them  and  they  are  strung  up  beneath  the  roofs  of  houses 
immediately,  or  they  may  be  partly  or  wholly  dried  in  the 
sun  or  on  heated  stones.    At  Tatien-lu,  where  the  climate 


[  is  very  moist,  partly  drying  the  freshly  gathered  roots 
over  brushwood  fires  is  often  resorted  to.  The  medicine- 
gatherers  only  trim  and  prepare  the  drug  very  roughly  :  it 
is  in  the  shops  and  warehouses  of  the  dealers  at  Chungpa, 
Mien-chu,  Kuan-Hsien,  and  Yachow  that  the  drug  is  finally- 
trimmed,  sorted,  and  graded  ready  for  export. 

The  Tatien-lu  product  is  carried  overland  to  Yachou, 
where  it  is  put  on  rafts  and  brought  to  Kiating.  At  Kiating 
it  is  placed  in  boats  and  shipped  to  Chungking.  The  Chinese 
esteem  the  Tatien-lu  drug  the  least  valuable  on  account 
of  the  moist  climate  necessitating  the  application  of  much 
direct  heat.  The  climate  around  Sungpan  is  much  drier 
than  that  of  Tatien-lu,  and  the  rhubarb  is  rarely  subjected 
to  direct  heat  of  any  kind.  It  is  collected  mainly  by  Sifans, 
and  after  trimming  and  preparing,  is  stored  beneath  the 
rafters  and  eaves  where  it  can  get  plenty  of  air  until  it  is 
dry  and  ready  for  disposal.  The  bulk  of  the  Sungpan  pro- 
duct and  that  of  North- Western  Szechuan  generally  is  car- 
ried overland  to  Chungpa  and  Mien-chu,  and  there  put  on 
boats  and  shipped  to  Chungking.  A  certain  amount  of 
rhubarb  collected  to  the  west  and  south  of  Sungpan  passes 
down  the  Min  valley  to  Kuan  Hsien  and  Chengtu.  A  con- 
siderable amount  of  rhubarb  is  collected  by  the  tribesfolk 
inhabiting  the  nondescript  country  west  of  the  Min  valley. 
This  is  brought  by  way  of  Li  fan  to  Wen-chuan  and  thence 
to  Kuan  Hsien,  or  by  another  route  direct  to  Kuan  Hsien. 
Much  of  the  rhubarb  brought  to  Kuan  Hsien  is  sent  direct 
to  Chungking,  but  some  is  sent  by  way  of  the  provincial 
capital,  Chengtu.  At  Chengtu  the  price  of  rhubarb  in  1904 
was  Tls.  35.00  per  picul  (tael  =  about  3s.  and  picul  =  133^  lb.). 
Rhubarb  is  occasionally  cultivated  in  the  mountains  of 
Hupeh  and  Western  China,  notably  Mount  Wa ;  but  culti- 
vation is  not  much  practised,  as  the  cultivated  article  is 
considered  very  inferior  to  the  wildling.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  "Huang-lien"  {Coptis  chinensis),  "  Tan-kuei " 
(Ligusticum  Thomsonii),  and  "Aconite"  {Acoiiitum  Wil- 
soni),  the  Chinese  hold  the  same  opinion  in  regard  to  all  their 
vegetable  drugs. 

While  the  bulk  of  the  rhubarb  exported  from  Szechuan 
passes  through  the  port  of  Chungking,  not  all  of  it  comes 
under  the  Imperial  Maritime  Customs,  with  the  result  that 
the  actual  quantity  exported  cannot  be  traced.  However,  if 
the  Customs  returns  for  the  port  of  Ichang  be  taken,  a 
fairly  accurate  estimate  will  be  obtained,  since  at  Ichang 
the  native  Customs  also  come  under  the  control  of  the 
Imperial  Maritime  Customs.  In  1904,  according  to  the  pub- 
lished returns,  rhubarb  to  the  extent  of  11,218  piculs,  valued 
at  473,415  Haikuan  taels  (H.  tael  equal  2s.  Qd.  approxi- 
mately), passed  through  Ichang.  All  the  Ichang  exports 
pass  through  Hankow  and  are  there  transhipped.  The 
export  of  rhubarb  from  Hankow  in  1904  was  :  Hankow  to 
Chinese  ports,  865  piculs,  value  H.  Tls.  11.851:  Hankow  to 
Hong-Kong,  7,768  piculs,  value  H.  Tls.  419.472— a  total  of 
8,633  piculs,  valued  at  431,323  H.  Tls.  As  mentioned  pre- 
viously, all  rhubarb  exported  from  Hankow  is  classed  as 
Szechuan  rhubarb,  and  is  undoubtedly  furnished  by  the  one 
species  Rheum,  officinale,  Baillon. 

In  1872-73  the  Russian  traveller  Przewalski  discovered 
in  the  North-west  of  Kansu  and  the  Kokonor  region 
(lat.  36°  to  38°  N.)  a  rhubarb  yielding  a  medicinal 
drug.  Specimens  were  obtained,  and  subsequently  living 
roots  were  transported  to  St.  Petersburg,  and  the  plant 
named  Eheum  ■palmatiim  var.  tanguticum  by  Maximo- 
wicz.  This  variety  is  said  to  be  native  of  the  woods 
and  forests  10,000  ft.  above  sea-level,  affecting  ravines 
with  a  rich  loamy  soil  and  north  aspect,  and  seldom  found 
on  southern  slopes  or  on  the  bare  mountain  slopes  (in  this  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  plant  is  much  more  particular  than 
B.  officinale).  According  to  the  traveller  the  plant  is  dug 
up  in  September  and  October.  The  lateral  roots  are  cut  off, 
the  outer  rind  removed  by  a  knife,  and  the  roots  cut  trans- 
versely into  segments  or  divided  longitudinally  into  large 
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pieces,  constituting  the  "  flats  "  and  "rounds  "  of  commerce. 
Przewalski  says  that  this  Kansu  drug  is  carried  overland  in 
winter,  and  by  boats  down  the  Yellow  River  in  summer,  to 
Peking  and  Tientsin. 

The  Imperial  Maritime  Customs  trade  returns  show  that 
a  certain  amount  of  rhubarb  is  exported  from  Tientsin,  the 
article  being  styled  "  Chihli  rhubarb."  In  1904  the  Tientsin 
exports  of  this  drug  were  : 

To  Hong-Kons  1,528  piculs,  valued  at  8,405  Hk.  Tls. 

To  Chinese  ports  176  piculs,  valued  at  968  Hk.  Tls. 
Chefoo  also  exports  a  small  quantity  of  rhubarb,  the  source 
of  which  is  not  stated.  In  1904  Chefoo  exported  to  Hong- 
Kong  56  piculs  of  rhubarb,  valued  at  1,478  Haikuan  taels. 
We  do  not  know  the  source  of  the  rhubarb  exported  from 
Tientsin  and  Chefoo.  It  may  be  B.  officinale,  R.  palmafum 
var.  tangiiticum,  or  some  other  species,  but  from  the  value 
given  it  is  almost  certainly  a  local  product.  Maximowicz 
asserts  that  in  Dahuria  B.  Ehajwnticiim  is  the  species  yield- 
ing the  drug  of  those  regions.  It  may  be  that  it  is  this 
same  species  which  yields  the  Tientsin  and  Chefoo  drug. 
However,  be  this  as  it  may,  from  the  export  values  given  in 
the  above  return  it  seems  safe  to  say  that  neither  Chefoo  nor 
Tientsin  exports  the  Kansu  product.  It  is  possible  that 
Kansu  rhubarb  reaches  Russia  by  the  overland  route,  but 
there  is  certainly  nothing  to  prove  that  it  is  ever  exported 
by  sea  to  Europe.  Personally,  while  admitting  the  possi- 
bility of  the  Kansu  drug  reaching  Russia  by  the  overland 
route,  I  incline  to  the  belief  that  the  drug  is  merely  of  local 
value  and  use.  Setting  aside  the  botanically  unknown 
Chefoo  and  Tientsin  drug,  the  weight  of  evidence  seems  to 
prove  that  the  whole  of  the  rhubarb  exported  from  China  by 
sea  to  foreign  countries  is  the  product  of  one  species,  and  that 
species  EJieum  officinale,  Baillon. 


Zbc  Stationery  Sibe*=Iinc. 


IN  a  recent  issue  of  the  "Apothecary"  Mr.  John  D. 
Suydam  advises  his  brother  druggists  to  cultivate  the 
stationery  side-line.  According  to  Mr.  Suydam,  a  good- 
class  stationery  department,  if  properly  looked  after,  will 
show  a  greater  profit — twice  over — than  any  other  side-line. 
Mr.  Suydam's  method  was  to  order  $100  worth  of  papeteries 
and  assorted  writing-paper  and  envelopes.  The  quantity 
v.^as  sufficient  to  fill  a  small  dray,  but  each  package  bore  the 
chemist's  imprint  and  showed  that  it  was  m.ade  exclusively 
for  him,  and  each  sale  was  therefore  an  advertisement  for 
the  chemist.  Having  made  arrangements  with  a  firm  of 
engravers  to  do  any  work  for  him  that  he  might  require,  he 
made  a  systematic  distribution  among  likely  customers  in 
his  neighljourhood  of  price-quotations  on  engraved  visiting- 
cards,  announcements,  and  wedding-invitations.  This  he 
kept  up  by  sending  out  an  engraved  announcement  or  a  neat 
personal  letter  every  few  months,  making  a  correspondingly 
bright  window-display  at  the  same  time.  He  took  the 
trouble  to  show  the  neighbourhood  that  he  understood  the 
stationery  business  in  its  higher  phases,  and  the  result  was 
success.  No  side-line  suitable  to  the  retail  drug-trade  pays 
better  than  fine  stationery,  he  asserted,  particularly  what 
is  known  as  ream-goods — put  up  five  quires  in  a  box  and  sold 
in  single-quire  lots.  In  selling  this  the  dealer  is  the  dic- 
tator, for,  there  being  no  label,  brand,  or  mark  to  indicate 
the  manufacturer,  the  customer  is  left  to  his  own  judgment 
as  to  price  and  quality,  and  not  one  customer  in  fifty  knows 
good  paper  from  bad  when  shorn  of  its  gaudy  embellish- 
ments. It  is  upon  ream-goods  that  the  fashionable  stationer 
makes  his  big  profits,  depending  upon  pound  packages, 
cabinets,  and  low-priced  papeteries  and  tablets  to  catch  the 
economical  buyer.  Any  chemist  may  do  an  engraving 
business  with  no  capital  invested.  All  that  is  necessary  is 
to  take  the  order,  turn  it  over  to  the  firm  of  engravers  with 
whom  arrangements  have  been  made,  and  deliver  it  to  the 
customer  at  from  30  to  40  per  cent,  profit.  The  points  in 
Mr.  Suydam's  homily  may  be  adopted  with  profit  by  British 
chemist.s,  for  the  stationery  business  in  this  country  differs 
but  sliphtly  from  that  of  America. 


The  Russiak  Department  of  Customs  has  declared  vaseline 
.and  paraffin  to  be  subject  to  the  Excise-duty  on  naphtha- 
products  of  60  copecks  per  poud  (3s.  ll^d.  per  cwt.). 


HDetbylateb  Spirits. 


THE  regulations  made  by  the  Commissioners  of  Inland 
Revenue  in  respect  to  spirits  and  methylated  spirits 
have  been  published  as  No.  622  of  Statutory  Rules  and 
Orders,  1906,  and  may  be  obtained  directly  or  through  any 
bookseller  from  Messrs.  Wyman  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Fetter  Lane, 
London,  Oliver  &  Boyd,  Edinburgh,  or  Edward  Ponsonby, 
Dublin,  price  Id.  We  subjoin  the  essential  particulars  re- 
garding methylated  spirits  as  far  as  the  regulations  apply  to 
retailers,  exporters,  and  users  : 

Essential  oil  or  other  flavouring  matter  must  not  without  the 
express  sanction  of  the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue  be 
added  to  or  mixed  with  methylated  spirits. 

Methylated  spirits  may  be  removed  by  a  maker  of  methyl- 
ated spirits  from  the  place  of  methylation  for  exportation 
under  the  following  regulations,  viz.  : 

(a.)  The  methylator  must  give  the  proper  officer  12  hours' 
written  notice  of  his  intention  to  export,  and  state  in  the 
notice  the  number  of  gallons  to  be  exported  and  the  time 
at  which  the  officer's  attendance  will  be  required,  which 
must  be  between  the  hours  of  8  a.m.  and  2  p.m. 

(&.)  The  quantity  exported  at  any  one  time  must  not  be 
less  than  10  gallons. 

(c.)  The  spirits  may  be  exported  in  casks  or  other  vessels 
each  containing  not  less  than  10  bulk  gallons  or  they  may 
be  exported  in  smaller  vessels  containing  any  number  of 
complete  gallons  provided  the  vessels  are  packed  in  cases 
or  packages  containing  not  less  than  10  bulk  gallons  each. 

((/.)  The  casks  or  vessels  must  be  marked  and  numbered 
in  the  prescribed  manner,  and  be  accompanied  on  removal 
by  a  permit  written  by  the  methylator  and  endorsed  by  the 
officer. 

A  retailer  of  methylated  spirits  must  not  sell  or  have  in  his 
possession  for  sale  any  methylated  spirits  other  than 
minei^alised  methylated  spirits,  nor  any  methylated  spirits 
containing  any  essential  oil  or  other  flavouring  matter ;  but 
this  regulation  shall  not  prevent  a  retailer  of  methylated 
spirits,  if  duly_  authorised  by  the  Commissioners,  receiving 
or  having  in  his  possession  industrial  methylated  spirits  for 
use  in  an  art  or  manufactvire  carried  on  by  him. 

A  retailer  of  methylated  spirits — 

(a.)  must  not  receive  or  have  in  his  possession  at  any  one 

time  a  greater  quantity  of  methylated  spirits  for  sale  than 

200  gallons; 

{&.)  must  not  receive  methylated  spirits  from  a  retailer  of 
methylated  spirits  in  a  quantity  exceeding  4  gallons  at  a 
time ;  and 

(<;.)  must  not  sell  to  or  for  the  use  of  any  one  person  more 
than  4  gallons  of  methylated  spirits  at  a  time. 
The  account  to  be  kept  by  a  retailer  of  methylated  spirits 
shall  be  in  the  [official]  form.    The  account  is  to  be  at  all 
times  open  to  inspection  by  any  officer  of  Inland  Revenue. 

A  retailer  of  methylated  spirits  must  not  use  methylated 
spirits  in  any  art  or  manufacture  carried  on  by  him  unless  ho 
has  been  authorised  by  the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue 
to  do  so. 

A  person  who  has  been  authorised  to  receive  m.ethylated 
spirits  for  use  in  any  art  or  manufacture  carried  on  by  him, 
whether  he  holds  or  does  not  hold  a  licence  as  a  retailer  of 
methylated  spirits  must  obtain  all  methylated  spirits  received 
by  him  from  an  authorised  methylator,  and  in  the  manner 
directed  by  Sub-section  4  of  Section  124  of  the  Spirits  Act, 
1880. 

A  retailer  of  methylated  spirits,  and  a  person  authorised  to 
receive  methylated  spirits,  must  on  receiving  any  methylated 
spirits  accompanied  by  a  permit,  or  a  document  in  the  nature 
of  a  permit,  keep  the  permit  or  document  and  deliver  it  to  the 
officer  of  Inland  Revenue  who  first  inspects  his  premises  after 
the  receipt  thereof. 

The  allowance  payable  under  Section  1,  Sub-section  1,  of  the 
Revenue  Act,  1906,  shall,  as  regards  spirits  used  in  making 
industrial  methylated  spirits,  be  paid  to  the  authorised 
methylator,  on  production  by  him  to  the  collector  of  Inland 
Revenue  of  the  collection  in  which  the  methylating  premises 
are  situate,  of  a  certificate  signed  by  the  supervisor  and  tho 
officer  who  shall  have  witnessed  the  methylation,  setting  forth 
the  quantity  of  spirits  at  proof  which  has  been  used  for  that 
purpose. 

The  Regulations  of  June  15,  1891.  and  November  17,  1900, 
are  annulled  as  from  September  30,  1906. 

In  our  editorial  notes  (p.  366)  we  give  further  important 
official  information  especially  in  regard  to  "  industrial  "  and 
"  mineralised  "  methylated  spirits. 


Last  Year  Tasmania  produced  70  tons  of  bismuth  ore,  com- 
pared with  6  tons  in  1904. 
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The  Scientific  Foil  and  Magazine  of  Stjstematisecl  Notc^. 
Conducted  by  Alexander  Ramsay.    Vol.  I..  Nos.  10 
to  16.    Is.  each.    London  :  R.  L.  Sharland,  38  Church- 
field  Road,  Acton,  W. 
We  have  noticed  previous  issues  of  this  Roll.    Those  now 
under  review  have  been  published  at  intervals  in  the  years 
1904  and  1905.    They  deal  with  bacteria  and  the  systems  of 
classification,  and  are  of  great  use  to  the  bacteriologist  or 
those  who  have  occasion  to  classify  micro-organisms. 

Proceedings  of  the  Optical  Convention,  held  at  the  North- 
ampton Institute,  London,  E.G.,  May  30  to  June  3, 
1905.  10  X  7^.  Pp.  248.  10.s.  net.  London  :  Wil- 
liams &  Norgate,  14  Henrietta  Street,  Covent  Garden, 
W. 

A  CONVENIENT  record  of  the  first  Optical  Convention, 
many  of  the  papers  at  which  are  worth  preserving.  Among 
the  contents  of  the  book  are  several  interesting  to  chemist- 
opticians,  such  as  Mr.  J.  H.  Sutcliffe's  paper  on  "  Errors  in 
Ophthalmometry"  and  Mr.  H.  L.  Taylor's  "Accommoda- 
tion in  Gases  of  Astigmatism."  Mr.  A.  J.  Bull's  paper  on 
"  'Ihe  Principles  of  Trichromatic  Photography  '  and  a  lec- 
ture by  Professor  Silvanus  Thompson  on  the  Nicol  prism 
will  also  be  found  instructive.  The  other  papers  (there 
are  thirty  altogether)  deal  with  various  optical  instruments 
and  theories. 

Formidaire  dc  Preparations  Pliarfnaceutiqiics  adoptc  par  la 
Soridte  de  Pharmacie  D'Aiivcrs.  Deuxieme  edition. 
8gx5|.  Pp.  51.  3  francs.  Antwerp  :  Jos.  Dirix,  rue 
du  Margrave. 

An  unofficial  formulary,  brought  out  by  the  Antwerp 
Society  of  Pharmacy,  in  which  an  attempt  has  been  made  to 
meet  the  demand  for  recipes  of  such  medicines  for  which 
there  is  in  Belgium  no  official  standard.  There  are  about 
200  formulc-e.    Here  are  samples  of  the  recipes  : 

Aromatic  Cod-livcr  Oil. 

Coumarin    0.01  gram 

Vanillin    0.10  gram 

Absolute  alcohol    6.40  grams 

Oil  of  lemon    5  grams 

Oil  of  peppermint    1  gram 

Oil  of  orange-flowers    1  gram 

Cod-liver  oil  to    1,000  grams 

Phenol pJitJialein  Tablets  for  Adults. 

Phenolplithalein   10  grams 

Sugar  of  milk    8.5  grams 

Starch  ...  _    1.5  gram 

Oil  of  peppermint   0.1  gram 

To  make  100  tablets. 

Compound  Syrup  of  Kola. 

Strychnine  nitrate    0.075  gram 

Fluid  extract  of  kola    25  grams 

Sodium  glycerophosphate        ...    25  grams 

Dissolve  with  a  gentle  heat  in — 

Syrup  of  orange-peel    200  grams 

The  Ship-captain's  Medical  Guide.  Compiled  by  Harry 
Leach,  M.R.C.P.,  revised  and  enlarged  by  "William 
Spooner,  L.R.C.P.  14th  edition.  7^  x  4|.  Pp. 
192.    2s.    London  :  Simpkin,  Marshall  &  Co. 

This  is  a  new  edition  of  a  well-known  ship's  medicine- 
chest  guide.  It  has  been  sanctioned  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
under  the  provisions  of  the  INIerchant  Shipping  Act,  1894. 
The  changes  made  in  the  book  are  but  slight,  but  we  notice 
that  a  list  of  approved  disinfectants  has  been  added.  These 
are  carbolic  acid,  Baird  &  Co.'s  Neosote,  St.  Bede's  disin- 
fectant, Climax  sanitary  fluid,  Formalin,  Izal,  and  Bromo 
sanitary  fluid. 

Appreciation.— A  subscriber  at  the  Antipodes  (133/57) 
wrote  recently  in  the  following  strain  :  "  It  is  just  on  twenty- 
five  years  since  I  left  England,  and  your  iournal  has  been  a 
great  friend  to  me  all  the  time.  The' books  published  in  con- 
nection with  it,  especially  '  Veterinary  Counter-practice,'  are 
invaluable  to  chemists— at  any  rate,  I  have  found  them  so  in 
this  country.    Wishing  you  health  and  prosperity." 


These  notes  do  not  necessarily  exclude  subsequent  reviews  of  the 
works.  Any  of  these  books  printed  in  Great  Britain  can  be 
supplied,  at  the  published  price,  to  readers  of  this  journal  on  ap- 
plication (with  remittance)  to  the  Publisher  of  "The  Chemist 
and  Druggist,"  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 


Bailey,  E.  H.  S.  Text-hook  of  Sanitary  and  Applied 
C hcmis'try.    Cr.  8vo.    6s.  net.  (Macmillan.) 

Ball,  J.  B.  Handbook  of  Diseases  of  the  Nose  and  Pharynx. 
5th  edit.    8^x5^.  "Pp.  400.    7«.  6cZ.  net.  (Bailliero.) 

Blair,  A.  A.  Chemical  Analysis  of  Iron .  Complete  account 
of  all  best-known  methods.  9x6.  Pp.528.  18s.net.  (Lippin- 
cott.) 

Bousfickl,  W.  R.  Ion.ic  Size  in  Relation  to  Physical  Proper- 
ties of  Aqueous  Solutions.    4to.    Bwd.  3s.  (Dulau.) 

Cotton,  A.  C.  Medical  Diseases  of  Infancy  and  Childhood. 
9^x6.    Pp.688.    15s.net.  (Lippincott.) 

Dale,  H.  H.  On  Some  Physioloyical  Actions  of  'Ergot. 
Reprint  from  the  "Journal  of  Physiology"  for  the  Well- 
come Physiological  Research  Laboratories. 

Dutch,  M.  A.  Pood  and  Digestion  in  Health  and  Disease. 
Cr.  8vo.    2s.  net.    (H.  Kimpton.) 

Fenton,  H.  J.  H.  Notes  on  Qualitative  Analysis.  Rev.  ed. 
94  x7g.    Pp.156.    6s.    (Cambridge  University  Press.) 

Haig,  A.  Diet  and  Food  Considered  in  Bclation  to  Strength 
and  Forcer  of  Endurance,  Training,  and  Athletics.  6th  ed. 
7ix4|.    Pp.  152.    2s.  net.  (Churchill.) 

Hall,  C.  II.  Chemistry  of  Paints  and  Paint-vehicles. 
Cr.  8vo.    8s.  net.  (Constable.) 

Henry,  J.  Norman.  A'vrse's  Handbook  of  Medicine. 
7Jx6.    Pp.  282.    6s.  net.  (Lippincott.) 

Jones,  H.  C.  Electrical  Nature  of  Matter  and  Badio- 
activity.    8^x5^.    Pp.  222.    7s.  bd.  net.  (Constable.) 
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Zbc  IbeaUiiG  of  Mounbs. 

By  A  Medical  Peactitionek. 


*1"1HE  natural-history  teaching  of  our  schoolboy  days  has 
-L  left  with  most  of  us  a  vivid  recollection  of  the  wonderful 
recuperative  powers  of  many  of  the  lower  forms  of  animal 
life.  In  the  less  impressionable  days  of  our  manhood,  how- 
ever, we  are  more  inclined  to  take  things  as  we  find  them, 
and  that  without  troubling  about  the  romance  which  under- 
lies many  of  them.  Were  it  not  so  we  should  have  had  the 
popular  magazines  devoting  much  space  to  some  of  the 
romances  of  the  healing  art  which  the  patient  and  persistent 
investigations  of  the  last  twenty  years  have  converted  into 
triumphs  of  realism.  During  the  South  African  war  the 
frequently  recurring  statements  as  to  the  rapid  healing  of 
the  most  serious  wounds  were  read  with  a  temporary  feeling 
of  wonder  and  satisfaction,  and  an  idea  that  the  climate 
must  have  something  to  do  with  it. 

The  plain  fact  is  that  even  in  the  highest  organisms 
Nature,  if  left  to  herself,  can  accomplish  wonderful  feats 
in  the  way  of  repairing  and  renewing  damaged  tissues.  In 
the  repair  of  all  wounds,  whether  superficial  or  deep, 
the  process  is  essentially  of  the  same  nature,  whether 
it  is  soft  tissues  which  have  been  cut,  ligaments  which 
have  been  torn,  or  bones  which  have  been  broken.  As 
a  result  of  the  injury  there  is  destruction  of  tissue  and 
a  severance  of  capillaries  and  blood-vessels.  Before 
there  can  be  any  attempt  at  repair  the  consequent 
hajmorrhage  must  be  stopped,  and  Nature  effects  this  in 
two  ways — first,  by  the  formation  of  a  blood-clot  at  the 
severed  ends  of  the  vessels,  and  next  by  the  reflex  contrac- 
tion of  the  circular  muscular  fibres  in  the  walls  of  the 
arteries  and  the  retraction  of  the  elastic  coats  of  the  arteries. 
The  destroyed  tissue  has  next  to  be  got  rid  of,  and  this  work 
is  undertaken  by  crowds  of  white  blood-corpuscles  which 
pass  through  the  walls  of  the  neighbouring  blood-vessels, 
and,  congregating  around  the  dead  material,  take  it  up  and 
digest  it  (from  their  eating  function,  called  "  phagocytes  "). 
But  there  passes  out  from  the  vessels  along  with  these  a 
certain  amount  of  the  lymph,  or  fluid  portion  of  the  blood, 
which  makes  its  way  to  the  spaces  left  after  the  consumption 
of  the  dead  tissue,  and  in  it  are  formed,  by  a  chemical 
change,  threads  of  fibrin  :  this  "plastic  lymph,"  with  its 
fibrin  threads  forms  a  kind  of  framework  on  which  the  new 
tissue  is  ultimately  built  up.  Before  any  new  tissue  can  be 
formed  it  is  necessary  that  it  should  have  a  supply  of  blood 
on  which  to  draw,  and,  consequently,  the  capillaries  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  send  out  buds  which  grow  into 
the  deposit  of  fibrin  and,  opening  out,  become  new  capil- 
laries ;  this  being  accomplished,  the  cells  of  the  original 
tissue  proliferate  and  grow  out  parallel  with  the  new  vessels. 
In  this  way  what  is  known  as  granulation  tissue  is  formed, 
and  its  formation  is  perfected  by  a  further  proliferation  of 
the  original  tissue,  but  this  time  the  cells  grow  in  rows  at 
right  angles  to  the  direction  of  growth  of  the  first  lot; 
elongation  of  the  cells  takes  place,  fibres  are  formed  in  the 
matrix,  and  a  general  contraction  in  the  newly-formed 
tissue  results  in  a  drawing  together  of  the  sides  of  the 
wound,  which  ultimately  unite.  While  this  process  is  going 
on,  if  the  wound  is  one  involving  the  epidermis,  a  growth 
inwards  of  the  epidermal  cells  is  taking  place,  so  that 
immediately  after  the  wound  is  closed  the  epidermis  has 
covered  it  over,  and  there  is  only  a  red  scar  left;  the  redness 
of  this  scar  is  due  to  the  great  vascularity  of  the  new  tissue, 
but,  with  the  continued  contraction  of  the  newly-formed 
fibrous  tissue,  a  great  many  of  the  vessels  become  oblit- 
erated, and  the  scar  ultimately  becomes  white.  This  power 
of  rapid  growth  of  epidermis  is  frequently  taken  advantage 
of,  where  large  surfaces  of  the  body  have  been  denuded,  as 
in  extensive  burns  and  machinery  accidents,  in  the  operation 
known  as  "  skin  grafting."  In  this  operation  fine  shavings 
of  epidermis  are  taken  from  some  healthy  and  well- 
nourished  part  of  the  body,  such  as  the  thigh,  and  are 
■planted  in  islands  on  the  denuded  surface,  where,  if  due  care 
lias  been  taken,  they  grow,  and  cover  the  surface  more 
rapidly  than  the  skin  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  part  would 
Jiave  done,  at  the  same  time  tending  to  prevent  the  great 
contraction  and  disfiguration  which  would  have  taken  place 
if  the  whole  process  had  been  left  to  Nature. 


It  is  interesting  to  note  here  that  when  new  epidermis  is 
formed  in  this  way  the  highly-specialised  structures  nor- 
mally present  in  it — such  as  hair-follicles  and  sweat-glands — 
are  not  re-formed. 

In  the  case  of  an  incised  wound,  made  with  a  sharp 
instrument,  where  there  has  been  practically  no  destruction 
of  tissue,  and  where  the  wound  is  either  very  small  or  the 
edges  have  been  brought  carefully  together,  no  granulation 
tissue  is  formed,  the  uniting  of  the  sides  taking  place 
through  the  agency  of  the  microscopic  layer  of  plastic  lymph 
which  is  e.xuded.  This  is  known  as  "healing  by  first 
intent,"  and  is  the  kind  of  healing  which  is  aimed  at  after 
operations,  and  which  always  takes  place  under  natural  con- 
ditions when  there  has  been  no  tissue  destruction  and  no 
infection  from  micro-organisms.  To  keep  a  wound  free 
from  micro-organisms,  however,  is  one  of  the  most  difficult 
problems  with  which  the  surgeon  has  to  contend.  Patient 
work,  from  the  days  of  Lister  onwards,  has  made  the 
problem  fairly  easy,  and,  as  most  people  know,  it  is  to  its 
solution  that  we  mainly  owe  the  great  possibilities  of  modern 
surgery. 

In  the  case  of  internal  wounds,  such  as  fractures  of  bones 
or  rupture  of  muscles,  the  risk  of  micro-organisms  reaching 
the  damaged  part  is  infinitesimal,  unless  the  individual  is  in 
a  condition  of  low  health  and  has  them  circulating  in  the 
blood.  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  such  cases  occur  fairly 
frequently,  and  call  for  all  the  skill  and  promptitude  which 
the  surgeon  can  master.  In  the  absence  of  this  condition  all 
that  is  necessary  is  to  take  means  to  keep  the  damaged 
surfaces  in  apposition,  and  to  give  the  part  complete  rest, 
and  place  it  in  a  position  favourable  for  a  good  blood-supply. 
All  new  tissue  has  a  tendency  to  pass  into  that  form  of 
tissue  to  which  it  is  nearest ;  hence  the  tissue  formed  between 
the  two  ends  of  a  fractured  bone  ultimately  becom.es  bone, 
and  the  part  of  the  bone  which  was  damaged  becomes  as 
strong  as  the  rest  of  it. 

The  organism  which  is  the  most  frequent  cause  of  suppura- 
tion in  wounds  and  of  septicaemia  is  known  as  Staphylo- 
coccus pyogenes  aureus.  It  is  constantly  present  in  all 
skins,  and  under  normal  conditions  appears  to  be  harmless. 
Mere  soaking  of  the  hands  in  a  strong  antiseptic  is  of  no 
avail  in  getting  rid  of  it,  because  it  burrows  deep  down  out 
of  the  reach  of  the  antiseptic.  It  has  been  found  by  actual 
experiment  that  the  best  way  to  render  the  skin  aseptic  is  to 
scrub  it  with  a  nail-brush  and  soap  and  warm  water  for  at 
least  ten  minutes,  thus  removing  all  the  superficial  epider- 
mis, and  with  it  many  of  the  organisms ;_  this  should  be 
followed  by  rinsing  the  hands  in  an  antiseptic  solution, 
which  is  the  general  plan  now  adopted  by  all  modern  sur- 
geons before  commencing  operation.  The  patient's  skin  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  part  to  be  operated  on  is  subjected 
to  the  same  process,  in  addition  to  being  shaved,  it  being 
found  almost  impossible  to  make  a  hairy  part  aseptic. 

The  practical  bearing  of  all  these  facts  in  the  rendering 
of  first-aid  and  in  the  treatment  of  superficial  wounds  may 
be  summed  up  as  follows  : 

1.  Stop  Eccmorrhage.—ll  no  large  vessel  has  been 
divided,  hot  water  is  the  most  effective  (the  water  must  be 
at  a  temperature  of  118°  to  120°  F.).  If  blood  is  spurting 
from  the  wound  with  each  beat  of  the  heart,  then  apply 
pressure  between  the  wound  and  the  heart  until  a  surgeon 
can  be  got  to  ligature  the  artery.  The  more  lacerated  a 
wound  is,  the  less  bleeding  there  is,  because  the  laceration 
of  the  vessel  walls  has  the  effect  of  causing  a  quicker  forma- 
tion of  clot  and  a  more  eflectivo  retraction  of  the  elastic 
arterial  coat.  A  welling-out  of  blood  is  usually  from  a  vein, 
and  if  large  in  amount  should  be  stopped  by  a  compress 
applied  over  the  wound,  and  on  the  side  of  it  away  from  tho 
heart.  Oozing  from  a  raw  surface  is  rapidly  stopped  by  a 
spray  of  hydrogen  peroxide.  It  is  also  of  some  interest  to 
note  than  adrenalin  chloride  is  a  most  effective  agent  in 
stopping  hsemorrhage,  but,  it  requires  to  be  used  with  skill, 
and  should  not  be  used  by  any  but  the  trained  physician  or 
surgeon.  It  acts  by  causing  contraction  of  the  muscular 
fibres  in  the  arterial  walls. 

2.  Sender  the  Wound  Aseptic. — This  is  best  done  by 
washing  it  with  boric  lotion  (1  in  40)  which  has  been 
boiled,  or  with  carbolic  lotion  1  in  40  or  1  in  60.  If  possible, 
the  surrounding  skin  should  also  be  thoroughly  cleaned  with 
soap  and  water.  At  the  same  time  remove  any  particles  of 
foreign  matter. 

3.  Bring  the  edges  together,  being  careful  that  the  skin 
is  not  folded  in.  Where  the  wound  is  large,  stitches  of  silk- 
worm gut,  etc.,  rendered  aseptic,  are  used,  but  in  the  case 
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of  slight  wounds  apposition  can  bo  secured  by  an  antiseptic 
pad  and  a  bandage.  Antiseptic  pads  arc  best  made  from 
cotton  gauze,  which  should  bo  boiled  and  kept  in  carbolic 
lotion  (1  in  20).  Before  being  applied  they  should  bo  rinsed 
eitlier  in  a  weak  carbolic  or  in  a  boric  lotion,  as  the  dressing 
of  a  wound  with  1  in  20  carbolic  lotion  has  been  found  to  do 
much  liarm,  not  only  from  the  fact  that  it  is  strong  er.ough 
to  destroy  tissue  and  even  to  cause  gangrene,  but  also 
because  the  acid  is  rapidly  absorbed  into  the  system,  and 
produces  poisoning  symptoms.  The  pad  should  bo  sur- 
ro'-Uided  with  cotton-wool,  which  should  cover  the  whole 
area  to  which  the  bandage  is  applied,  so  as  to  make  the 
pressure  of  the  bandage  oven,  and  great  care  should  be 
taken  not  to  bandage  too  tightly,  as  a  liberal  supply  of 
blood  is  essential  to  the  healing  process.  The  art  of  ban- 
daging consists  ill  putting  the  bandage  on  just  tight  enough 
to  hold  the  dressing  on,  and  to  render  the  part  immobile 
without  interfering  with  the  free  circulation  of  the  blood. 

4.  Rest  the  Part. — Rendering  it  immobile  with  a  bandage 
partly  effects  this,  but  should  be  supplemented,  in  the  case 
of  the  upper  limb  with  a  sling,  and  in  the  case  of  the  lower 
by  rest  in  bed. 

In  the  case  of  internal  wounds,  such  as  fractures,  the  greal 
principle  is,  of  course,  to  render  the  injured  part  immobile 
by  means  of  extemporised  splints  before  moving  the  patient. 


pbannacv^  in  the  (5rcch  provinces. 


IN  a  recent  issue  of  the  "  Amsterdam  iHandelsblad  "  there 
is  a  piquant  description  of  the  pharmacies  in  Argos. 
The  writer  relates  that  one  of  the  party  was  threatened  with 
constipation  and  fever,  and  he  was  advised  to  resort  to 
powerful  remedies  as  quickly  as  possible.  Six  castor-oil 
capsules  were  recommended,  or,  as  an  alternative,  two  table- 
spoonfuls  of  the  oil  itself.  The  patient,  however,  showed 
an  obstinate  preference  for  Epsom  salts.  Therefore  they 
repaired  to  the  pharmacy,  entering  by  one  of  the  openings. 
It  is  only  in  the  winter  that  it  matters  whether  one  goes  in 
by  the  doors  or  windows,  usually  the  w-hole  front  forms  the 
entrance.  A  healthy-looking  youth,  the  representative  of 
the  pharmacist  in  his  many  leisure  hours,  appeared  at  once 
behind  a  wide  counter.  With  an  assurance  which  inspired 
confidence,  he  took  down  the  right  bottle  and  weighed  off 
some  of  the  contents.  The  searcher  for  health  now- 
ventured  to  ask  timidly  how  much  he  should  take  at  a 
time,  and  was  met  with  the  immediate  answer,  "As  much 
as  you  can"!  This  advice  sounded  very  unscientific  at 
the  time,  and  proved  so  in  practice  :  for  the  patient  actually 
took  no  more  than  he  could,  and  therefore  required  some- 
thing else  in  a  few  days.  On  the  second  occasion  the 
claims  of  castor  oil  prevailed,  but  as  there  was  a  modest 
desire  for  more  scientific  directions,  the  party  tried  the 
other  pharmacy.  This  was  situated  on  the  Platea — the 
market-place — and  looked  more  reliable.  At  the  first 
glance  the  shop  appeared  empty,  but  a  continued  tittering 
and  tumbling  of  noisy  boys  indicated  the  reverse.  The 
stamping  of  three  archasologists'  feet  finished  the  hubbub, 
and  the  merry  face  of  a  boy  appeared  behind  the  counter. 
One  of  the  party  asked  for  boric  acid.  The  youngster 
darted  to  a  drawer  which  bore  the  Latin  name  for  milfoil. 
He  took  something  white  out  of  it,  and  weighed  a  portion. 
It  was  explained  to  the  budding  pharmacist  that  milfoil 
was  not  boric  acid  and  a  bottle  was  brought  to  him  from 
the  cabinet  marked  "  Acidum  boricum."  But  it  made  no 
impression  on  the  youthful  scientist,  and  as  it  was  for 
outward  application  only,  the  matter  was  not  pressed. 
When  castor  oil  was  asked  for,  he  did  not  know  what  that 
was.  A  bottle  containing  some  oily  liquid,  spotted  black 
with  dead  tlies,  was  indicated.  This,  however,  he  put 
away  at  once,  saying  it  was  too  dirty  for  use.  Another 
bottle,  with  the  label  "  01.  Eicini,"  was  pointed  out  to  the 
youthful  Galen,  but  he  inquired  pertly,  "How  do  you 
know  that  is  castor  oil"?  "Because  the  name  is  on  the 
label."  "That's  nothing,"  was  the  reply;  "it  is  not  at 
all  certain  that  the  bottle  contains  what  is  marked  on  the 
label."  Further  rummaging  in  the  cupboards  disclosed 
eventually  a  bo.x  containing  castor-oil  capsules,  whose 
subsequent  effect  proved  that  they  were  genuine.  After 
this  discovery  the  opportunity  was  taken  of  inspecting  the  i 
rest  of  the  stock  with  the  willing  assistance  of  the  i 


youngs' er.  When  he  showed  us  a  large  enema  syringe  h© 
was  in  his  right  element.  "  This  is  quite  the  mosi,  effective 
thing  for  you,"  said  he,  and  he  squirted  about  with  the 
"effective"  plaything,  incited  by  our  amusement  and  the 
Homeric  laughter  of  his  young  frierds,  who  had  come  in 
in  droves  to  see  what  the  "  Lordos  "  were  buying.  Every 
foreigner  is  called  "Lordos"  in  the  isolated  parts  of 
Greece.  In  Argos  the  English  were  the  first  travellers. 
On  the  next  day  the  pharmacist  himself  was  interviewed. 
He  was  the  brother  of  the  doctor,  who  was  formerly  mayor 
of  Argos.  He  would  doubtless  himself  cut  no  bad  figure  as 
father  of  the  town,  and  the  aplomb  with  which  he  main- 
tained that  muriatic  acid  and  nitric  acid  have  exactly  the 
same  effect  will  probably  ssrve  him  in  good  stead  when 
dealing  with  obstinate  town  councillcrs. 


at  tbc  Connter, 


A  Plumber's  Pdzzle. — We  have  received  a  dilapidated 
piece  of  paper  from  iMr.  Gibson  Dixon,  of  Halifax,  on 
which  is  written  an  "order"  as  follows:  "  Ar.  2  oz, 
B.  stone  ^  oz.  Green  2  oz,  Sulpher  2  oz,  S.S.  2  lbs."  The 
preparation  is  for  bronzing,  and  we  are  sorry  that  the 
original  has  been  so  well  handled  that  it  is  incapable  of 
adequate  reproduction.  Can  our  readers  decipher  the  io- 
gredients  required  ? 

Horse-powder  Recipes. — Two  veterinary  remedies  re- 
cently sent  to  a  Caistor  correspondent  for  preparation  have 
the  merit  of  originalitv.  The  first  called  for  "  6  Cochineal, 
5  Ashtar,  2  Turkey  Rhubarb,  6  Oil  of  Mustard,  1  Mint 
Sauce,  5  cock  roche."  The  other  was  for  "  8  oz.  flowers  of 
sulphur,  8  oz.  opodilldock,  5  Phillip  harassar,  2  Gallopins, 
4  bitterchestnut,  3  cockroach."  These  should  prove  an 
interesting  study  in  animal  remedies  to  the  inquiring. 

From  the  Coast  of  Gold. — There  is  a  fertility  of  in- 
genous  begging  evident  in  the  native  of  the  Gold  Coast. 
We  have  published  many  samples  of  these  "orders"  ad- 
dressed to  British  firms.  The  latest  to  hand  is  addressed 
to  Messrs.  Ashton  &  Parsons,  Ltd.,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Messrs.  Ashton  &  Parsing,  Effuenta, 

London,  E.G.  24th  April,  1906. 

Dear  Sirs, — Having  understood  that  you  are  the  best 
manufacturers  in  the  City  of  London ;  therefore,  I  beg  to 
acknowledge  you  such  statement  of  raising  a  Transaction 
before  your  honourable  remembrance;  Should  in  case  you 
have  been  recommended  by  a  certain  friend  of  mine  1 
Please  supply  mo  your  nicest  Catalogue;  or  Price  List,  Pic- 
tures Samples;  &  all  that  you  have  in  your  firm.  Be- 
cause I  want  to  do  employment  with  you  of  which  I  am 
expecting  quick  to  have  your  samples  before  ;  I  get  way 
to  ship  you  Coaco  &  Timbers  as  early  as  possible.  Please 
urgent  require.  I  am,  Sirs, 

Graham. 

Needless  to  say,  Mr.  Graham's  request  has  been  ignored. 

Tasmanian  Ticklers. — We  have  received  a  large  selec- 
tion of  written  counter-requests  from  Mr.  G.  K.  Hinsby, 
of  Queenstow-n.  Tasmania.  These  show  that  the  phono- 
graphic method  of  spelling  is  prevalent  wherever  the 
language  is  spoken,  and  that  the  same  pharmaceutical  words 
are  a  trouble  to  the  uninitiated  at  home  and  abroad.  The 
similarity  of  the  orders  is  somewhat  surprising ;  quite  the 
same  batch  might  as  easily  come  from  Newcastle  or  any 
other  English  town.  We  select  a  few  :  "  Opoil  pills,"  "  Iron 
and  Hallow  pills,"  "  Pacific  oniment,"  "  INIagneesher," 
"  boricatic  ointment,"  "  Beatcham  pills,"  "Parry  Goric," 
"  Oxaric  acic,"  "Sweet  niter  Kuibic  and  bawlsom  comp- 
bive,"  "  Bensean,"  "  Licer's  powder,"  "black  dimon  die," 
"  Proxiden,"  "  genison  "  and  "  gensing,"  "  Iredine  "  and 
"  hydyne,"  "  philerdolfer "  and  "  adolphus,"  "white 
heather  black  oil  and  heartsorn,"  "a  cheap  eninier."  A 
request  for  "1  Bottle  Scothelum "  requires  inside  know- 
ledge, Scott's  emulsion  being  intended.  The  same  might 
be  said  of  "  Eclat  with  wine";  in  this  case  a  catheter  was 
meant.  A  rather  quaint  order  was  for  "  a  glass  chube  that 
go  in  a  suck  bottle."  But,  as  at  Home,  the  orthography  of 
hiera  picra  was  the  main  trouble.  Mr.  Hinsby's  clients 
spell  it  variously  as  "  Hikery  pirkey,"  "  ikpriky,"  "  Ikery 
pikery,"  "  icory  picrory,"  and  "  ickrepickey." 
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XTrabe  IReport. 

NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quanti- 
ties or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various  charges 
have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many  instances 
greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock  the  goods. 
Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and  higher  prices  are 
commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in  bulk  quantities.  It 
would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers  to  expect  to  get  small 
quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices  here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  August  30. 

THE  general  market  conditions  show  little  change,  but 
prices  as  a  rule  are  well  maintained,  as  may  be  seen  from 
the  table  given  below.  In  heavy  chemicals  the  improved 
business  is  being  maintained,  and  makers  in  many  districts 
are  said  to  be  busy  as  a  consequence  of  advanced  prices  in 
several  articles.  Green  copperas  has  risen  considerably, 
owing  to  increased  cost  of  production  and  heavier  demand. 
Sugar  and  nitrate  of  lead  and  copper  sulphate  are  also 
dearer,  in  sympathy  with  the  metal.  Among  the  fine  alka- 
loids, cocaine  has  been  reduced,  owing  to  lower  price  of 
crude.  Quinine  remains  stagnant  speculatively,  but  there 
is  a  fair  consumptive  demand.  Among  oils,  sweet  almond 
and  apricot  kernel  oils  have  been  advanced,  owing  to  de- 
pletion of  stocks  of  raw  material.  Castor  is  firm  and 
turpentine  is  a  strong  market.  Many  of  the  French  essen- 
tial oils  look  like  being  dearer.  In  this  group  citronella 
and  lemongrass  remain  cheap.  Changes  in  seeds  and  spices 
include  an  advance  in  Morocco  cumin,  owing  to  partial 
failure  of  the  crop.  Fenugreek  is  also  dearer,  and  coriander 
is  also  tending  higher.  Cochin  ginger  is  firmer,  and  cloves 
have  been  excited.  Quillaia  and  shellac  are  dearer.  The 
following  table  represents  the  principal  alterations  of  the 
week  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Almond  oil 

(B.P.) 
Apricot  kernel 

oil 
Buchu 
Copper  sul- 
phate 
Cumin-seed 
Iron  sulphate 
Quillaia 
Shellac 
Tm'pentine 

Antimony 
Ginger 

(Cochin) 
Lead  acetate 
Lead  nitrate 
Kosin 

Wax  (bees') 
(Jam.) 

Cardamoms 
Coca-leaves 
Pepper 
Quicksilver 
(seconds) 

Cocaine 
Gamboge 

Cablegram. 

Smyrna,  August  30  : — The  sales  of  opium  for  the  week 
ending  Wednesday  amount  to  230  cases  at  from  the 
equivalent  of  7s.  Id.  to  8s.  per  lb.    Market  is  now  firmer. 


Arrivals. 

Among  the  arrivals  of  drugs,  chemicals,  etc.,  at  the  prin- 
cipal ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  from  August  23  to  29,  in- 
clusive, are  the  following:  Acetic  acid  (@  Fredriksstad),  28; 
albumen,  (@  Antwerp)  30  cs.,  (@  St.  IPetersburg)  30;  aloes 
(@  Mossel  Bay),  10;  aniseed  (@  Konigsberg),  77;  argol  (@ 
Lisbon),  156;  balsam  coi5aiba  (@  Maranham),  10;  benzoin  {@ 
Bombay),  5;  bismuth  (@  Adelaide),  1  box;  bleaching  powder 
Treport),  132;  boric  acid  (@,  Genoa),  43;  bucbu  (@,  Cape 
Town),  6;  camphor,  (@  Hamburg)  50  pkgs.,  (@  Shanghai) 
28  cs.  in  tr.  ;  camphor  (@  Shangiiai),  14  cks.  ;  camphor  oil,  (@ 
Hamburg)  60  cs.,  (@  Shanghai)  18;  cardamoms  (@  Colombo), 
80  ;  cassia  oil  (@  Hamburg),  13  cs. ;  castor  oil,  ((a),  Leghorn)  45, 
{@,  Genoa)  80  cs.,  {@  Antwerp)  24;  chamomdes  (@  Ghent), 
110;  citrate  of  lime  (@  Dominica),  13;  coca-leaves  (w, 
Colombo),  10;  cochineal  (@  Las  Palmas),  4;  cod-liver  oil,  (@ 
Bergen)  105,  (@  Aalesund)  65 ;  coriander  (@,  Casablanca),  222  ; 
cuttle-bone  (@  St.  Nazaire),  22 ;  dragon's-blood  (@  Bombay), 
16  cs. ;  drugs  {@  Rotterdam),  7  bis.  ;  essential  oils,  (@  Messina) 
29,  (@  Ostend)  21,  (@  Hamburg)  10 ;  eucalyptus  oil  (@  Mel- 
bourne), 243;  formic  acid  {@  Hamburg),  12  cbys. ;  gentian  (@ 


Marseilles),  32,  powder  10  bis. ;  gum  arabic  (@  W.C.  Africa), 
786  bxs. ;  herbs  (@  Marseilles),  141;  honey,  {®  Belize)  20  cs., 
(@  Dieppe)  30  ;  kino  (@  Bombay),  5  ;  lime-juice  (@  Dominica), 
113  pkgs. ;  lime  oil  (@  Jamaica),  4 ;  monazite  sand  (®  New- 
port News),  36  bgs. ;  opium  ((a),  Smyrna),  87  cs.  and  20  cs. 
Ill  tr.;  oxalic  acid  (@,  Hamburg),  16;  peppermint  oil  [® 
Yokohama),  15  cs.  ;  pimento  (@  St.  John's),  150;  potash  chlor. 
(@  Treport),  108;  potash  cyanide  (@  Hamburg),  80;  potash 
permang.  (@  Hamburg),  30;  rhubarb,  (@  Shanghai)  58  cs.  in 
tr.,  (@  Hamburg)  5  ;  roots,  herbs,  etc.,  (@  Rotterdam)  70  pkgs., 
(@  New  York)  25;  saffron  (@  Valencia),  2;  sandalwood  (@ 
Fremantle),  182;  sandarac  (@  Mogador),  35;  sarsaparilla  (@ 
New  York),  50;  scammonium  (@  Marseilles),  10  cs.  ;  squill  (@ 
Catania),  5;  sugar  of  milk  (@  Amsterdam),  50  cs.  ;  tannic 
acid  (@  Hamburg),  8;  tartar  [@  Messina),  78;  wax,  bees',  (@ 
Aden)  7  cs.,  (@  Brisbane)  6,  (@  W.  G.  Africa)  27  cs.,  (@ 
Morocco)  29,  (@  Bombay)  22,  (@  Jamaica)  11 ;  wax,  carnauba 
(@  Parahvba),  13;  wax,  vegetable  (®  Kobe),  100;  wine  lees, 
{®  Marseilles)  810,  (@  Bona)  465;  wood  oil  (@  Shanghai),  60. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

The  heavier  demand  which  has  been  passing  in  the  heavy 
chemical  market  for  some  time  now  is  well  maintained  and 
home  requirements  seem  to  be  on  the  increa.se  in  many  direc- 
tions. Export  business  too  is  brisk,  and  shipments  are  a  full 
average.  Values,  generally  speaking,  ar-e  firm  all  round  and 
tendencies  are  towards  advancement  rather  than  otherwise. 

Alkali  Produce. — There  is  little  change  to  report  in  this 
branch.  Main  products,  such  as  bleaching  powder,  caustic 
soda,  and  ammonia  alkali  are  being  steadily  booked  for  next 
year's  delivery  at  full  prices.  Hyposulphite  of  soda  is  excep- 
tionally firm  with  strong  demand.  Thei'e  is  practically 
nothing  available  for  early  delivery,  whilst  prices  for  next 
year  are  on  the  basis  of  bl.  to  bl.  5s.  per  ton  for  ordinary^ 
crystals  in  large  casks  and  customary  extras  for  other 
qualities. 

SrLPH.iTE  OF  Ammonia,  although  somewhat  quiet  at  present, 
is  firm  in  tone  and  tendency  forward  is  towards  advance. 
Present  nearest  values:  Beckton  121.  2s.  bd.,  Beckton  terms 
in.  16s.  3rf.,  London  111.  lis.  bd.,  Leith  12^.  to  12^.  2s.  bd.,  and 
Hull  11?.  18s.  9rf. 

Bichromates  of  Potash  and  Soda  are  in  brisk  request  and 
well  maintained.  For  prompt  delivery  supplies  are  very 
scarce.  Bichromate  of  potash,  English  and  Scotch  deliveries, 
Hd.  per  lb.,  less  2^  per  cent.  Glasgow ;  export  Z^d.  per  lb.  net, 
f.o.b.  Glasgow.  Bichromate  of  soda,  English  and  Scotch 
deliveries,  2|f7.  per  lb.,  less  2^  per  cent.  Glasgow,  and  export 
2id.  per  lb.  net,  f.o.b.  Glasgow. 

Benzols  with  fair  inquiry,  especially  on  forward  account,  are 
firmer,  90  per  cent,  at  9^d.  per  gal.  and  50  per  cent,  at  Ud.  to 
II5C?.  per  gal. 

Lead  Salts  are  in  steady  request  and  show  still  further  im- 
provement. White  acetate  of  lead  501.  per  ton,  less  2i  per 
cent.  Glasgow ;  brown  acetate  of  lead  251.  per  ton,  less  24  per 
cent.  Glasgow ;  nitrate  of  lead  291.  5s.  to  291.  10s.  per  ton,  less 
24  per  cent.  Glasgow. 

German  Drug-market. 

Hainhurri,  August  28. 

Af  ID,  Citric,  is  firm  and  scarce  on  the  spot ;  350m,  is  asked 
for  1907  delivery,  and  large  quantities  have  been  contracted 
for  at  less  money. 

Camphor  remains  very  firm,  with  bells  offered  at  890m. 

Cantharides  are  slow  of  sale  at  9m.  for  new. 

Coriander  is  tending  upwards  in  sympathy  with  Morocco 
advices  of  scarcity.    Spot  is  34m. 
Lycopodium  is  quiet  at  425m. 

Ergot  is  also  quiet  at  225m.  Reports  of  a  varying  character 
are  coming  in  about  the  new  crop. 

Senega  is  tending  downwards.  Spot  is  470m.  and  forward  is 
lower. 

Ipecacxjanha  is  in  brisk  demand  at  15im.  for  Rio,  but  only 
small  quantities  are  to  be  had. 

Wax,  Japanese,  is  quieter  again  at  113m.  per  100  kilos. 


Acid,  Acetic,  is  very  firm  and  in  upward  tendency,  as  a 
large  business  is  being  done  to  the  Continent  in  the  brown 
acetate  of  lime  at  dearer  rates;  40.s.  per  cwt.  is  quoted 
for  B.P.  quality. 

Acid,  Carbolic,  is  very  firm,  and  in  one  instance  a 
maker  has  raised  his  price  :  39"  to  40°  C.  detached  crystals 
of  B.P.  quality  are  quoted  l^d.  per  lb.  net  in  2^  cwt.  drums 
in  half -ton  lots  on  contract. 

Ambergris. — For  a  tin  of  dark  but  fair  flavour  a  bid  of 
67s.  6fZ.  per  oz.  was  declined  in  auction. 

Asafetida. — The  exports  from  Bunder  Abbas  during 
1905  amounted  to  6,789  cwt.,  against  10,654  cwt.  in  1904,  a 
decrease  of  3,865  cwt. ;  the  average  for  the  three  preceding 
years  was  2,693  cwt. 
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Camphor. — Sellers  of  refined  Japanese  tablets  ask  4?.  2d. 
for  the  1-oz.  size.  In  the  drug-auction  10  cases  of  "oily" 
Chinese  crude  sold  at  340.v.  per  cwt. 

Canary-seed  is  slow  of  sale;  new-crop  Turkish  is  quoted 
36.S-.  per  quarter,  c.i.f.  terms.  At  auction  150  bags  Turkish 
offered,  and  3  sold,  without  reserve,  at  37^^'.  per  464  lb. 

Capsicums. — At  auction  11  bales  Natal  sold  at  59?.  to 
68s.  for  good  picked ;  long  stalky  Rangoon  were  bought  in 
at  49.-'. 

Caraway-seed  is  finn  at  28.j.  to  29.s.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot 
for  ordinary  to  good  Dutch. 

Chamomiles. — The  market  in  Belgium  has  taken  an 
upward  turn  this  week.  Some  agents  are  unable  to  offer, 
while  others  ask  from  2s.  6d.  to  5.s.  above  their  previous 
quotations.  From  85s.  to  95.s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  is  quoted  for 
No.  2  and  No.  1  respectively,  although  ofterings  of  the 
latter  are  scarce.  We  notice  the  arrival  of  110  bales  from 
Ghent  per  Sea  Hound. 

Chillies. — At  auction  about  400  packages  mixed  Zanzibar 
and  Mombasa  were  bought  in  at  19s.  to  22s. 

Cinchona. — Supplementing  our  Amsterdam  telegram  of 
last  week  (p.  347),  the  prices  paid  for  the  manufacturing- 
bark  ranged  from  4c.  to  41c.,  and  for  the  pharmaceutical 
bark  from  7^c.  to  41c.  per  half-kilo  was  paid.  The  16 
packages  Java  coca-leaves  sold  at  from  SOjc.  to  38c.  per  half- 
kilo.  The  average  decline  in  the  bark  unit  was  5  \wt  cent., 
being  4.02  cents,  or  slightly  under  |(/.  London  parity.  At 
the  drug  auctions  33  serons  of  crown  bark  partly  sold  at 
Ad.  per  lb.  for  small  broken  Lo.xa,  6d.  for  thin  broken  ditto, 
and  7^d.  for  good  bright  quill.  Most  of  the  sound  Huanuco 
was  held  at  Id.  per  lb.,  and  several  bids  of  ^d.  less  were 
refused.  Thirty-nine  bales,  mostly  flat  cultivated 
Calisaya,  were  also  offered  and,  about  30  being  of  excep- 
tionally fine  quality,  sold  readily  at  from  lOd.  to  lO^d.  for 
sound,  the  damaged  realising "  4f/.  per  lb.  Thick,  flat, 
mixed  Cartagena  was  held  at  6d. 

Cinnamon. — The  usual  quarterly  public  sales  were  held 
last  Monday.  The  demand  was  poor,  and  out  of  550  bales 
offered  only  150  were  sold.  As  holders  were  firm  the  prices 
obtained  were  the  same  as  at  the  last  auctions,  except 
for  the  lower  grades,  and  for  these  an  occasional  advance 
of  ^d.  per  lb.  was  paid.  Firsts  sold  at  Is.  5d.  per  lb.  for 
superior  and  at  Is.  Id.  for  fine ;  superior  seconds  were  held 
for  Is.  Ad.,  fine  selling  at  ll^d.;  thirds  brought  Is.  Id 
for  superior  and  lOd.  to  lid.  for  fine .;  and  fourths  sold  at 
7-L(/.  to  8^d.  for  common  to  good.  C/iip.i  partly  sold  at 
2Jf/.  for  fair.  At  the  spice-auctions  39  bags  Ceylon  offered 
and  .sold,  broken  at  6d.,  clippings  at  5^d.,  and  featherings 
at  5d. 

Cloves. — Nothing  was  offered  at  auction,  and  privately 
small  sales  of  fair  Zanzibar  have  been  made  at  7,5  rf.  to  l^d. 
per  lb.,  spot.  The  speculative  markets  have  again  been 
active  at  rising  prices,  the  large  .sales  early  in  the  week 
including  August-October,  at  7-^d.  to  7-Sgd.  ;  October- 
December  at  7-^d.  to  7-^gd.  ;  and  January-March  at  7-^d. 
to  l^d.  On  Wednesday,  however,  prices  were  lower  on 
cheaper  c.i.f.  offers,  the  limited  business  including  August- 
October  at  7Jgf/.,  October-December  7-^d..  and  sellers  of 
January-March  at  7^d.  per  lb.  For  arrival,  prices  are  also 
lower  ;  January-^Iarch  have  sold  at  7d.  to  6-|rf.,  c.i.f.  Jklarket 
closes  easier  to-day. 

Cocaine. — A  further  drop  of  9d.  per  oz.  was  announced 
by  makers  on  Tuesday,  the  hydrochloride  now  being  offered 
at  10s.  6d.  for  at  least  175  oz.  lots,  10s.  9(/.  for  70-oz.,  and 
lis.  for  less  than  that  quantity,  'ine  pure  alkaloid  has  also 
been  reduced  to  12s.  6d.  per  oz.  The  decline  appears  to  be 
due  to  the  over-production  in  crude  cocaine,  which  has  been 
sold  at  lower  prices,  and  to  the  fact  that  the  combination 
in  Peru  is  now  more  or  less  of  a  nebulous  body.  The  con- 
sumption, moreover,  is  not  so  elastic  as  formerly.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  is  argued  that  the  present  price  is  "attractive, 
and  only  on  one  occasion  has  it  been  lower. 

Colchicum-seed.— The  new  crop  is  offered  at  from  72s.  to 
80s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  according  to  quantity. 

Copper  Sulphate  has  advanced  5s.  per  ton  for  ordinary 
brands,  which  are  now  quoted  24/.  15s.  spot,  and  in  Liver- 
pool 25/.  15s.  to  26/.  is  quoted  for  spot  and  January-April 
delivery. 


Coriander-seed  is  quiet  at  17s.  per  cwt.  for  new-crop 
Morocco  on  the  spot. 

Cumin-seed  is  again  dearer.  Fair  Morocco  is  held  for 
40s.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot,  an  advance  of  5s. 

Fenugreek-seed  is  quoted  14s.  6d.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot 
for  Morocco,  and  10s.  for  East  Indian. 

Galls. — For  arrival  Chinese  are  steady  at  53s.  per  cwt., 
c.i.f. 

Ginger. — At  auction  330  barrels  Jamaica  were  offered,  of 
which  about  80  sold  at  steady  prices,  including  fair  to  good 
washed  57s.  to  68s.,  good  common  63s.  6d.,  and  common 
59s.  per  cwt.  Cochin  sold  at  dearer  rates,  including  small 
A  cut  at  79s.,  good  B's  at  59s.  6d.  to  60s.  Japan  partly  sold 
at  24s.  for  fair  limed.  Privately  Cochin  has  been  in  fair 
demand,  sales  including  fair  washed  at  31s.,  and  wormy 
at  30s.  per  cwt. 

Glycerin. — There  has  been  more  inquiry  for  forward 
delivery  in  view  of  the  anticipated  winter  demand. 
Although  there  are  not  now  so  many  makers  as  formerly, 
prices  still  keep  low  on  the  basis  of  50/.  to  51/.  per  ton  for 
double-distilled  s.g.  1.260  in  contract  quantities. 

Iodides. — There  is  a  steady  demand  on  the  basis  of 
8s.  6c/.  per  lb.  fur  potassium  iodide  from  makers.  German 
and  Japanese  makes  are  offering  at  somewhat  below  these- 
figures  for  shipment. 

Iron  Sulphate  has  advanced  fully  5s.  per  ton  within  the- 
past  few  days,  dealers  now  quoting  40s.  to  42s.  6(7.  per  ton, 
at  which  prices  business  has  been  done.  The  advance  is  due 
to  increased  cost  of  production  and  better  demand. 

Lead  Acetate  is  dearer  at  31s.  to  32s.  per  cwt.  for  foreign 
white  on  the  spot,  and  nitrate  of  lead  is  also  dearer  at 
29s.  6d. 

Manna. — New  crop  for  shipment  during  the  second  half 
of  September  is  offered  at  from  2s.  4c/.  to  2s.  6fZ.  per  lb.,  and 
broken  flake  at  from  2s.  IfZ.  to  2s.  2d.,  c.i.f.  terms. 

Oil,  Almond. — English  sweet  oil  (B.P.)  has  been  ad- 
vanced 2cZ.  per  lb.  to  Is.  8cZ.,  and  apricot-kernel  oil  (oL 
amygd.  persic.  dulc.)  liid.  to  10c/.  for  1-cwt.  lots,  and  smaller 
quantities  lO^c/.  The  depleted  stocks  of  almonds  in  pressers' 
hands  are  said  to  be  the  cause  for  the  advance,  which  is 
possibly  temporary,  as  the  new  crops  are  due  in  about  a 
month. 

Oil,  Castor,  is  firm.  Medicinal  quality  of  Hull  make  is 
quoted  51/.  15s.  per  ton  in  barrels  and  3f|c/.  per  lb.  in  cases, 
and  first  pressing  29/.  5s.  in  barrels  and  6^d.  in  cases,  both 
for  prompt  and  to  December  delivery.  Second  pressing 
is  28?.  5s.  for  November-December,  and  first  pressing  for 
January- June  (1907)  is  28/.  15s.,  and  seconds  27/.  5s.,  ex 
wharf  London. 

Oil,  Citronella,  is  quiet  but  steady  at  from  Is.  7d.  to 
Is.  ScZ.  per  lb.,  spot. 

Oil,  Lemongrass. — Cochin  is  quoted  6|^-c/.  per  oz.  on  the 
spot,  and  for  arrival  5d.,  c.i.f. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — During  the  past  day  or  two  a  fair 
business  has  been  done  in  Japanese  dementholised  oil  at 
6s.  per  lb.  for  Kobayashi,  and  at  5s.  10-^c/.  for  outside 
brands.  In  American  H.G.H.  a  fair  amount  of  business 
has  been  done  at  15s.  A^d.  per  lb.,  and  for  good  Wayne 
County  in  tins  13s.  is  wanted. 

Oil.  Spike. — The  crop  of  French  and  Italian  which  is 
now  being  distiued  will,  it  is  estimated,  be  only  one-quarter 
of  an  average  crop. 

Oil,  Turpentine,  has  advanced  about  6c/.  per  cwt.  on  the 
week,  closing  at  46s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for  American  on  the  spot. 

Opium. — Steady.  A  few  sales  of  druggists'  and  manu- 
facturing kinds  have  been  made  at  from  8s.  6c/.  to  8s.  9c/. 
per  lb.,  and  for  Salonica  (13  per  cent.)  lis.  to  ils.  6d.  has 
heen  paid  for  forward  delivery.  Persian  is  quiet  and  tend- 
ing downwards.  Twelve  shillings  and  sixpence  is  the 
nominal  value. 

Smyrna,  August  18.—  Our  market  this  week  has  shown  re- 
newed activity,  principally  on  export  account.  The  saleB 
amount  to  215  cases,  comprishig  41  cases  curront  t.q.  at  from 
the  equivalent  of  7s.  4d.  to  7s.  6c?.,  83  cases  Karaliissar  t.q.  at 
7s.  7fJ.  to  7s.  11c?.,  91  cases  choice  Karahissar  t.q.  at  from  8s.  to 
8s.  5(?.,  and  15  cases  of  rejections  and  low-testing  opium  at 
from  5s.  9(7.  to  5s.  4t?.  per  lb.  Market  closes  firm  with  buyers, 
and  the  arrivals  in  Smyrna  amount  to  2,032  cases,  against  702 
cases  at  the  same  time  of  last  year.    The  market  in  Con- 
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stantinople  has  also  advanced,  and  about  100  cases  have  been 
sold  during  the  week. 

Smyrna,  August  17. — The  sales  this  week  amount  to  215  cases 
including  80  cases  current  and  selected  t.q.,  35  cases  extra- 
selected  Karahissar  for  America,  71  cases  current  and  selected 
t.q.  for  Interior  dealers.  18  cases  current  low  grades  for  a  local 
speculator,  destined  to  bo  shipped  to  London  on  consignment 
and  11  cases  assorted  manufacturing  qualities  for  the  Con- 
tinent. The  present  advance,  responded  to  by  fresh  orders 
from  the  States,  fully  establishes  the  near  future  position  of  the 
drug,  the  value  of  which  will  very  likely  be  further  advanced 
should  the  active  demand  continue.  The  arrivals  in  Smyrna 
to  date  amount  to  2,032  cases,  against  702  cases  at  the  same 
period  of  last  year. 

Otto  of  Rose  is  firm,  and  prices  will  in  all  probability  be 
dearer  than  last  season.  Most  dealers  are  unable  to  fill 
orders  on  the  same  basis  of  prices  then  prevailing  :  finest 
otto  in  London  is  quoted  at  18s.  6d.  per  T  oz.  and  upwards. 

Pepper.- — At  auction  all  the  Singapore  offered  was  bought 
in,  and  a  few  Ceylon  sold  at  S^d.  per  lb.  for  good.  Privately, 
Singapore  is  quoted  5|(/.,  and  for  arrival  the  market  is 
easier  at  landed  terms  for  Singapore  for  August 

October  shipment ;  bid.,  c.i.f.,  has  been  paid  for  September 
November  steamer  shipment.  Fair  white  Singapore  pepper 
at  auction  was  bought  in  at  7^d.  and  good  Muntok  at  S^d.  for 
good.  Privately  the  demand  has  been  slow,  sellers  of  fair 
Singapore  asking  Ij^^d.  and  Penang  at  6fi-o!.  spot.  For 
arrival  Singapore  is  cheaper,  business  having  been  done 
at  bid.,  c.i.f.,  for  September-October  shipment. 

PiMUNTO.— Moderate  sales  of  Jamaica  have  been  made  at 
2}^d.  per  lb.  for  fair. 

QuiLLAiA  has  advanced  from  181.  to  201.  per  ton  in  conse- 
quence, it  is  said,  of  a  large  quantity  having  been  destroyed 
in  Valparaiso. 

Quinine.— The  speculative  market  remains  unaltered, 
with  spot  sellers  of  German  sulphate  at  l^d.  per  oz.,  and 
December  at  but  no  business  is  reported.    For  con- 

sumption there  appears  to  be  more  business  doing,  and  for 
new  German  7^1.  per  oz.  is  the  nearest  value.  At  the  drug- 
auction  25  cases  of  new  Java  sulphate  (10,000  oz.)  were 
offered,  the  limit  being  Id.  per  oz.— an  offer  of  bid  being 
declined.  ' 

ScAMMONY-ROOT  is  offered  at  from  20s.  to  21s.  per  cwt. 
In  auction  4  bags  sold  without  reserve  at  8s. 

Senega.— A  fair  amount  of  business  has  been  done  for 
shipment  at  2s.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  which  is  Id.  under  our  last 
quotation ;  but  it  is  thought  the  market  will  advance. 

Shellac— An  upward  movement  took  place  in  the  early 
part  of  the  week,  and  for  several  days  there  has  been  a  good 
spot  demand,  fair  TN  Orange  selling  on  a  basis  of  from 
'iLbs.  to  219s.,  and  pure  Buttons  at  210.';.  to  235s  Futures 


'         -  ^i.u  UK  ijj.v^o.   uu  ^uuo.  i'UUUie!: 

are  also  dearer,  the  sales  including  August  at  216s  bd  Sep- 
tember delivery  at  216s.  to  218s.,  October  217s.  to  221s 
November  214s.  to  215s.,  and  December  214s.  to  218s. 

Stavesacee-seed  is  selling  in  small  lots  on  the  spot  at  45s. 

TxJEMERic— Privately,  small  sales  of  Madras  finger  have 
been  made  at  from  24s.  to  25s.  per  cwt.;  sellers  of  Bengal 
quote  17s.  bd.,  and  Cochin  split  bulbs  at  from  8s  to  8s  bd 
"^IT*-,/",  ^^"^  drug-auction  14  bags  told  at  16s.  for 
weevilly  Madras  bulbs. 


London  Drug-auctions, 

At  the  auctions  of  first-hand  goods,  a  fair  amount  was  dis- 
posed ot.  Ca,pe  aloes  were  held  above  buyers'  prices  and  were 
practically  all  bought  in.  Round  green  buchu  being  scarce  sold 
at  an  advance.  Sumatra  benzoin  was  irregular,  but  generally 
full  prices  vpere  paid.  Palembang  was  about  steady.  Carda- 
moms practically  all  sold  at  steady  to  slightly  easier  prices 
especially  for  medium.  Cascara  sagrada  brought  full  rates 
under  forced  sales.  Full  prices  were  also  paid  for  Loxa  and 
l^ahsaya  cinchona.  Gamboge  was  about  5s.  easier,  althouc^h 
the  article  is  still  dear,  considering  the  large  stock.  Jamaica 
honey  sold  steadily.  The  interest  in  ipecacuanha  centred  in 
damaged;  sound  root  is  firm.  Myrrh  sold  steadily.  Nux 
vomica  was  neglected  Common  olibanum  sold  cheaply  and 
rhubarb  lacked  interest.  Grey  Jamaica  sarsaparilla  was  firm. 
-Linnevel  y  senna  of  the  new  crop  was  well  competed  for  at 
unaltered  rates.    Madagascar  bees'  wax  was  dull  of  sale,  but 


Jamaica  appreciated  2s.  bd.  per  cwt.  In  the  following  table 
the  quantities  of  goods  offered  and  sold  are  given : 


Offered  Sold 

Agar-agar                 10  ...  0 

Albumen  egg               '^  ...  0 

Aloes— Cape             26  ...  10 

Ambergris                 1  ...  0 

Anise  (Russian)  ...    60  ...  0 

Annatto-seed               5  ...  0 

Antimony   (crude)    19  ...  19 

Asphaltum  (Cuban)  22  ...  0 

Bay  rum  (brls.)  ...  9  ...  0 
Benzoin — 

Palembang             57  ...  4 

Sumatra                 78  ...  34 

Buchu                      20  ...  5 

Camphor  (Ch.  cr.)   40  ...  10 

Canella  alba               5  ...  0 

Cannabis  indica  ...     8  ...  0 

Cardamoms              538  ...  285 

Cascara  sagrada  ...  300  ...  300 

Cassia  fistula             45  ...  10 

Cinchona                  72  ...  35 

Civet                         5  ...  0 

Coca-leaves               20  ...  20 

Cuttle-bone               25  ...  0 

Divi  divi                   11  ...  11 

Elaterium                  3  ...  0 

Ergot                       15  ...  0 

Euphorbium             13  ...  13 

Galls                        15  ...  15 

Gamboge             ...    30  ...  12 

Gentian                   15  ...  0 

Gum  arabic                10  ...  10 

Honey — 

Jamaica                  84  ...  84 

Ipecacuanha — 

Cartagena               3  ...  0 

Minas                     5  ...  0 

Rio(MattoGrosso)28  ...  24 

Kino                           3  ...  3 

Kola                          3  ...  3 

Lime-juice  (raw)...     1  ...  0 

Manna                         1  ...  0 

Menthol                    10  ...  0 

Myrrh                       10  ...  10 


Offered 

Nux  vomica    117  . 

Oil- 
aniseed    8  . 

clove    2  ., 

cod  (Jap  )   5  ., 

herring  (Jap.)  ...    15  .. 

Olibanum    94  .. 

Papain    1  .. 

Patchouli-leaves  ...  124  .. 

Plumbago   102  .. 

Puree   2  .. 

Quinine — 

Java  (oz.)           10,000  .. 

Rhubarb— 
(China)    16  .. 


(Eng.).. 
Sarsaparilla — 
grey  Jamaica  . 
Lima-Jamaica  . 
native  


1 
21 


Scablac    20 

Seammonium    1 

Scaramony-root  ...  4 

Seedlac   20 

Senna  and  pods  — 

Alex   19 

Tinnevelly    161  . 

Sticklac   5 

Squill   15 

Tamarinds    22  . 

Tonka  beans   3  , 

Turmeric    156  , 

Turtle-dried   3  . 

Wax  (bees') — 

Australian   7  . 

East  Indian   72  . 

Jamaica   20  . 

Madagascar   110  . 

Morocco   30  . 

Spanish    27  . 

Syrian   11  . 

Zanzibar    22  . 

Wax  (Japanese)...  2D  . 


Sold 
,.  0 

.  0 
.  0 
.  0 
.  0 

.  94 
.  0 
.  116 
.  102 
.  0 

.  0 

.  6 

.  0 

,  13 
.  8 
0 

,  20 
1 
4 
0 

3 
161 
0 
2 
0 
0 
14 
0 

0 

0 
18 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


Albumen,  Egg. — For  fair  from  Oporto  2s.  3c?.  was 
wanted,  a  bid  of  \d.  less  being  refused. 

Aloes. — Cape  was  the  only  description  offered,  and  only 
small  sales  were  made  as  prices  were  above  buyers'  ideas, 
35s.  being  wanted  for  fine  bright  hard  firsts  and  32s.  for 
good  ditto.  A  case  of  ullaged  sold  at  34s.  for  good  bright. 
In  another  catalogue  9  packages  were  offered,  of  which 
the  fair  hard  bright  sold  at  31s.,  ordinary  dull  and  drossy 
at  27s.,  and  common  drossy  at  from  22s.  bd.  to  23s.  bd.  per 
cwt. 

During  the  six  months  ending  June  30  the  exports  from 
Cape  Colony  amounted  to  210,899  lb.,  valued  at  1,493Z. 

Annatto-seed. — Fair  Madras  was  held  at  4t^.  per  lb. 

Antimony. — Nineteen  cases  Japanese  crude  sold  without 
reserve  at  bbl.  per  ton. 

Benzoin,  Firm. — Good  fair  almondy  Sumatra  seconds, 
slightly  false  packed,  sold  at  81.  5s.  per  cwt.  for  eight 
cases,  ordinary  seconds  sold  at  bl.  10s.,  good  thirds  at  from 
bl.  17s.  bd.  down  to  bl.  5s.  Fair  glassy  seconds  Palembang 
were  bought  in  at  50s.,  and  for  thirds  a  few  cases  realised 
45s.  per  cwt. 

Buchu. — Dearer ;  good  green  round  leaves,  which  have 
been  scarce  for  some  time,  sold  at  higher  prices,  lOrf.  being 
paid  for  a  few  bales,  and  stalky  and  bronzy  at  9c?. 

The  exports  from  Cape  Colony  during  the  six  months  ended 
June  30,  1906,  amounted  to  214,398  lb.,  valued  at  5,448?. 

Cardamoms  were  in  good  demand,  the  bulk  selling  at 
steady  prices,  but  towards  the  close  the  rates,  especially  for 
medium,  were  easier.  Ceylon-Mysores  extra  bold  fine  pale 
2s.  6c?.,  bold  pale  long  Is.  8f?.  to  Is.  9r/.,  bold  medium  pale 
Is.  4c?.  to  Is.  Id.,  medium  bold  palish  to  pale  Is.  3ci.  to 
Is.  4f/.,  small  and  medium  palish  to  pale  11c?.  to  Is.  2f?., 
extra  small  10c?.,  splits,  bold  pale  Is.  3c/.,  bold  medium  Is., 
small  heavy  split  l.s.  3f/.,  brown  and  split  lOd.  to  11c/.,  pale 
to  dark  seeds  1.?.  \d.  to  Is.  5c?.  Good  Bombay  were  held 
at  Is.  6c/.,  at  which  small  sales  are  occasionally  made.  Shells 
sold  at  4c/.  per  lb. 
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Cascara  Sageada. — About  steady  ;  300  bags  (about  6  tons) 
of  fair  thin  bright  bark  of  last  year's  crop  selluig  at  from 
31.«.  6(/.  to  32s.  per  cwt. 

Cassia  Fistula  partly  sold  at  14'^\  per  cwt.  for  fair  West 
Indian  pod. 

Coca-lea\t;s  in  small  supply;  20  cases  ordinary  brownish 
green  Ceylon  sold  at  from  Id.  to  8tZ.  per  lb.,  and  damaged  at 
2tl.,  subject. 

Divi-Divi. — Eleven  bags  realised  9Z. 

Ergot. — Small  sound  Russian  was  bought  in  at  Is.  2d. 

EuPHORBiuM. — Twelve  packages  of  fair  small  tear  partly 
mi.x:ed  sold  without  reserve  at  from  9.s.  to  9.s.  6(/.  and  sea- 
damaged  at  6.S.  per  cwt. 

Galls. — Fifteen  bags  of  fair  Persian  blues  sold  without 
reserve  at  from  lis.  to  lis.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Gamboge. — A  reduction  of  about  5s.  per  cwt.  induced  a 
much  better  demand,  a  dozen  cases  changing  hands  at 
161.  5s.  per  cwt.  for  good  Siam  pipe,  slightly  blocky. 

Gentian. — Good  French  root  was  held  at  175.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Arabic. — Small  sales  of  Karachi- Amrad  were  made 
at  26.?.  for  reddish  sorts,  siftings  at  22s.,  small  sittings  at 
19s.,  and  red  pickings  at  20s.  per  cwt. 

Honey. — Jamaica  sold  steadily,  fine  liquid  in  cases  realis- 
ing 26.S.,  good  pale  amber  ditto  in  cases  21s.  to  22s.,  fair 
amber  liquid  to  setting  19s.  to  21s.,  and  dark  liquid  in 
barrels  15s.  6d.  to  18s.  per  cwt. 

Ipecacuanha. — The  feature  of  this  article  was  the  offering 
of  24  bales  of  Rio  (Matto  Grosso)  root  without  reserve,  with 
all  faults  on  account  of  whom  it  may  concern.  The  parcel 
in  question  had  been  damaged  by  smoke  and  water  as  the 
result  of  a  fire  on  board  the  Gothic,  and  the  conditions  under 
which  it  was  sold  were  as  follows  : 

(1)  — That  it  will  only  be  used  for  the  extraction  of  the 
alkaloids. 

(2)  — That  the  extraction  will  take  place  in  this  country, 
and  that  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  people  who  will  do 
this  are  given  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  City  of 
London  Public  Health  Department,  Guildhall,  by  whom 
buyers  must  get  delivery  orders  countersigned  before 
delivery  can  be  obtained. 

Mr.  John  C.  Umney,  who  analysed  two  samples,  represent- 
ing a  sample  of  each  mark,  stated  that  "  the  roots  are  wet, 
slightly  mouldy  and  of  a  musty  flavour.  I  find  that  the 
moisture  is  equivalent  to  35  per  cent.,  and  that  after  drying 
a  slight  musty  odour  prevails.  The  percentage  of  alkaloid 
calculated  on  the  dried  powdered  root  is  :  No.  1  (F.L.B.), 
1.31  per  cent.  ;  No.  2  (JFM),  1.14  per  cent.  ;  while  the  yield 
of  extractive  to  90  per  cent,  alcohol  was  4.9  per  cent,  and 
5.4  per  cent,  respectively."  As  put  on  show  at  Crutched 
Friars  the  parcel  made  a  sorry  appearance,  and  much  of  it 
was  characterised  as  "  rubbish,"  being  wet  and  rotten.  At 
the  auction  competition  was  restricted  by  the  conditions  laid 
down  and  it  w-as  all  purchased  by  one  broker  on  behalf  of  a 
manufac  turer  of  ipecac,  alkaloids,  the  price  paid  being  from 
lOd.  to  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  (the  bulk  22  bales  going  at  Is.).  The 
market  for  sound  Rio  ipecac,  is  firm  at  7.?.  6rf.,  only  4  bales 
being  offered  ;  fair  cultivated  Minas  was  held  at  7s.  Ad.  and 
Cartagena  at  7s.  per  lb. 

Kino. — Fine  bright  red  Cochin  grain  sold  at  Is.  3(/. 
per  lb.  subject. 

Kola. — Fair,  rather  dark,  Ceylon  halves  in  cases  sold  at 
5d.  per  lb. 

Menthol. — In  auction  a  bid  of  8s.  lOgt/.  per  lb.  was 
refused  for  10  cases  Kobayashi  crystals,  the  limit  being  9s. 
per  lb.,  which  is  the  price  asked  privately. 

Myrrh. — Ten  bales  of  fair,  slightly  blocky  sorts,  all  that 
offered,  sold  at  92s.  6d. 

Oil,  Aniseed  8t.\r. — In  auction  5s.  9d.  was  asked  for 
8  cases,  which  price  was  greeted  with  derision. 

Oil,  Clovb,  containing  85  to  85  per  cent,  eugenol,  was 
held  at  4s.  per  lb. 

Olibanuji  sold  cheaply  without  reserve.  94  bags  of  small 
to  medium  tear  with  garblings  selling  at  15s.  and  ordinary 
woody  garblings  at  from  8.-'.  6d.  to  9s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  without 
reserve. 

Patchouli-leaves. — Of  common  quality,  all  more  or  less 
mixed  with  sand  and  partly  damaged,  sold  without  reserve 
in  quantity  at  from  l^d.  to  2^d.  per  lb. 

Plumbago. — A  parcel  from  Madras  sold  without  reserve 
at  2s.  dd.  per  cwt.  for  102  cases  of  conmion  dull. 


Puree. — The  price  of  fair  damp  Calcutta  was  7s.  per  lb. 

Rhubarb. — Steady.  Two  cases  of  medium  to  bold  round, 
rough,  horny.  High-dried,  with  about  half  greyish,  pinky 
fracture,  sold  at  l.s.,  and  4  cases  small  round  ditto  of  trim- 
ming root  character  realised  10(/.  per  lb.  subject. 

Sarsaparilla. — Grey  Jamaica  sold  at  firm  prices,  13  bales 
realising  at  from  Is.  8d.  to  Is.  9d.  per  lb.,  and  six  bales  of 
Lima-Jamaica  sold  at  Is.  5d.  per  lb.  for  fair,  part  grease- 
damaged,  and  for  a  further  two  bales  1.?.  Ad.  was  paid. 
Privately  Mexican  is  offered  from  New  York  at  5^d.  per  lb., 
c.i.f.  It  is  said  consignments  are  still  being  held  up  by 
the  New  York  Customs  owing  to  the  poor  quality. 

Senna. — Tinnevelly  met  with  the  usual  keen  competition 
and  all  sold  at  steady  prices.  The  quality,  however,  shows 
no  improvement,  the  bulk  being  the  small  ordinary  specky 
leaf  which  sold  at  from  Id.  to  l^d.,  fair  small  greenish  l^d. 
to  l|fZ.,  and  bold  greenish  specky  and  broken  2d.  to  2^d. 
Pods  sold  at  from  l^d.  to  l-l^d. 

Squill.— Good  pale  thick  squill  was  held  at  Z^d.  per  lb. 
Two  bags  of  small  thin  had  been  sold  privately. 

Wax,  Bees. — Jamaica  was  the  only  description  in  demand, 
the  prices  of  which  advanced  about  2s.  ed.  per  cwt. ;  good 
bright  pale  red  and  brown  mixed  selling  at  from  81.  to 
8/.  2s.  6^/.,  fair  at  11.  15s.  to  11.  10s.,  and  very  dark  common 
at  6^.  per  cwt.  Fair,  slightly  wormy  and  drossy  Madagascar 
was  limited  at  6/.  12s.  6d.,  and  for  five  bags  fair  to  dark 
mixed  a  bid  of  61.  10s.  is  to  be  made ;  15  bales  fair  brown, 
slightly  dark  Zanzibar  were  held  at  61.  15s.,  a  bid  of 
61.  12s.  6d.  being  refused. 

Wax,  J.4PAN.— For  fine  pale  squares  57s.  6d.  per  cwt.  was 
wanted. 

Java  Quinine-auction. 

Amsterdam,  August  29. 
The  result  of  the  auction  held  to-day  at  Batavia  is  as 
follows:  Of  3,324  kilos.  Ed.  IL  offered  96  kilos,  was  sold  at  an 
average  price  of  11.90fl.  (  =  3.70c.  Amsterdam  unit),  against 
ll.SOfl.  (  =  3.65c.  Amsterdam  unit)  paid  at  the  previous  auction. 
The  next  auction  will  take  place  on  October  3. 

Berry  Wax. 

As  a  result  of  the  exhibition  of  berry  wax  at  the  Royal 
Horticultural  Society's  Show  at  Capo  Town,  in  March,  a 
sample  was  analysed  to  ascertain  its  commercial  value.  I  tie 
analysis  has  induced  a  large  firm  of  manufacturers  to  otter  to 
take  a  trial  consignment  of  10  tons  at  a  price  not  to  excoed 
29/  per  ton,  c.  and  f.  Liverpool.  This  wax  is  procurable  in 
large  quantities  in  the  districts  of  Somerset  West  and  on  ttie 
Cape  Flats.  The  article  can  be  profitably  exported  at  this 
price.  _  , 

Malayan  Rubber  and  Camphor. 

In  his  amiual  report  for  1905,  Sir  William  Taylor,  the 
Resident-General  of  the  Federated  Malay  States,  says  ttiat 
the  high  price  of  rubber  and  the  proved  suitability  of  land  in 
those  States  have  led  to  large  areas  of  land  being  devoted  to 
rubber-cultivation.  Next  to  the  coast  districts  of  Selangorj- 
the  Sungei  Ujong  district  of  the  Negri  Sembilan  appears  to 
be  the  locality  most  in  favour  with  rubber-prospectors. 
According  to  Mr.  Carruthers,  the  Director  of  Agriculture,  the 
area  alienated  for  the  planting  of  Para  rubber  is  some 
100,000  acres,  of  which  about  38,000  acres  has  already  been 
planted.  Most  of  the  Para  rubber-trees  of  the  age  of  five 
years  or  more  have  been  planted  200  to  the  acre ;  some  estates 
have  as  many  as  300  to  the  acre.  On  the  more  recent  clearings 
the  average  "is  probably  175  to  the  acre.  The  number  of  trees 
of  all  ages  in  the  Federated  Malay  States  may  perhaps  be  put 
at  six  to  seven  millions.  The  rubber-production  of  1905  is 
estimated  to  have  been  300,000  lb.  In  the  same  report  it  is 
stated  that  at  the  Batu  Tiga  Experimental  Gardens  good 
results  were  obtained  from  the  camphor-plants,  the  seed  of 
which  was  obtained  from  Japan  in  1904.  It  is  calculated  that 
the  bushes  would  give  about  3,000  lb.  of  loaves  and  young 
shoots  to  the  acre,  producing  30  lb.  of  camphor,  valued  at  40a. 
Two,  or  possibly  three,  crops  a  year  might  be  gathered. 
Quicksilver  Production  in  U.S.A. 

According  to  a  report  by  the  LTnited  States  Geological 
Survey  there  was  an  important  decline  in  the  output  of 
quicksilver  during  1905.  The  decrease  in  value  was  even 
greater,  however,  due  to  a  marked  decrease  in  demand,  the 
average  price  for  the  year  being  §36.22  per  flask,  as  compared 
with  .'R43.50  in  1904.  The  production  during  the  year  amounted 
to  30,451  flasks  (of  75  lb.  net  each),  valued  at  .51.103,120,  as 
compared  with  34.570  flasks,  valued  at  §1,503,795  in  1904  a 
decrease  in  quantity  of  4,119  flasks,  and  in  value  of  $400  675. 
This  output  was  produced  by  four  States  as  follows :  Cali- 
fornia, 24,635  flasks:  Texas,  4,725  flasks;  Utah,  1,050  flasks; 
and  Oregon,  43  flasks. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.-Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.    All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
Publication  of  letters  does  not  imply  our  agreement  with  the 
arguments  or  approval  of  the  statements  therein.    If  queries 
are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate  piece  of 
paper.    We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can  only 
answer  on  subjects  presumably  of  interest  to  our  readets 
generally.   Letters  received  after  the  early  posts  on  Wednes- 
day cannot  as  a  rule  be  dealt  with  in  the  current  weelt's  issue. 
BUSINESS  INFORMATION.-We  have  very  full  records  of 
the  makers  or  agents  for  articles  and  products  connected 
with  the  chemical  and  drug  trades,  and  supply  information 
respecting  them  by  post  to  inquirers.     Inquiries  regarding 
any  articles  which  cannot  be  traced  in  this  manner  are  in- 
serted under  "  Information  Wanted." 


Lime  water. 

Sir, — From  the  correspondence  which  has  recently 
appeared  in  the  C.  <t-  D.  1  think  one  may  fairly  conclude 
that  it  is  quite  possible  to  make  liquorcalcisof  B.P.  strength. 
The  discussion  has  now  taken  a  new  turn  :  Is  it  possible  to 
keep  lime-water  up  to  the  B.P.  standard  in  an  ordinary 
shop-round?  In  your  issue  of  August  11,  "Old  Hand" 
says  this  is  not  possible,  and  suggests  an  experiment  to 
prove  this,  which  I  have  made  in  the  following  way  : 

A  batch  of  lime-water  was  prepared  in  accordance  with  the 
B.P.  ;  600  c.c.  of  this  was  introduced  into  a  clean  corbyn 
quart  (1,300  c.c),  the  stopper  of  which  probably  fitted  no 
better  than  that  of  an  ordinary  shop-round,  if  as  well.  A 
sufficient  quantity  of  this  solution  was  pipetted  off  from  time 
to  time  for  titration  with  decinormal  sulphuric  acid,  u.sing 
methyl  orange  as  an  indicator.  The  operation  of  pipetting 
occupied  about  a  minute— ?'.f.,  a  longer  time  than  it  would  take 
to  pour  oif  a  pennyworth  of  lime-water.  The  results  of  these 
titrations  are  given  in  the  following  table  : 


Column  A  gives  the  time  (in  hours)  at  which  the  titrations 
were  made  from  the  commencement  of  the  experiment. 

Column  B  gives  the  number  of  c.c.  of  decinormal  sulphuric 
acid,  neutrahsed  by  20  c.c.  of  the  solution.  The  figures  given 
are  the  means  of  several  titrations,  and  are  carried  to  the 
second  place  of  decimals  merely  for  the  purpose  of  comparison. 

Column  C  gives  the  grams  of  CaO  per  litre  of  solution,  as 
indicated  by  the  titrations. 

The  results  show  that  even  after  ten  days  no  alarming 
depreciation  in  the  strength  of  the  solution  has  taken 
place,  and  that  at  the  end  of  that  time  the  liquor  calcis  is 
still  above  B.P.  strength.  It  should  be  noted  that  an  error  of 
0.1  c.c.  in  the  reading  of  the  burette  makes  an  error  of 
about  1.2  per  cent,  in  the  third  column,  with  the  quantities 
of  solution  here  taken.  The  experiment  was  completed 
by  leaving  the  stopper  out  of  the  bottle  for  two  hours,  and 
after  that  time  again  titrating  the  clear  solution.  The  last 
line  in  the  above  table  gives  the  result  of  the  titration. 
Although  a  slight  but  evident  scum  had  formed,  no  ap- 
preciable difference  could  be  detected  in  the  strength  of 
the  clear  solution.  I  quite  agree  with  "  Old  Hand  "  when 
he  says  that  "  lime  carbonates  very  rapidly,"  but  I  should 
like  to  add  the  words  "  when  freely  exposed  to  an  unlimited 
volume  of  air."  Unless  the  chemist  is  utterly  careless,  the 
stock  of  lime-water  in  his  shop-round  does  not  come  into 
contact  with  a  sufficient  amount  of  air  for  the  contained  CO, 
to  affect  the  strength  of  the  solution  to  any  extent.  It 
cannot  come  into  contact  with  much  air  while  retailing  a 


pennyworth  of  the  solution — an  operation  taking  a  few 
seconds  only.  Some  diffusion  probably  takes  place  through 
the  pores  between  the  stopper  and  its  seal  while  the  bottle 
is  standing  on  the  shelf,  but  unless  the  stopper  fits  very 
badly  this  cannot  cause  much  depreciation.  The  air  already 
in  the  bottle  cannot  weaken  the  lime-water  much,  seeing 
that  such  a  small  proportion  of  CO^  is  present.  Let  me 
again  point  out  to  "  Old  Hand  "  that  the  CO,  present  in 
10  litres  of  air  can  only  precipitate  0.01  gram  of  CaO — i.e., 
less  than  1  per  cent,  of  the  lime  present  in  a  litre  of  B.P. 
liquor  calcis — a  difference  which  is  diflacult  to  determine 
accurately  by  volumetric  analysis.  It  will  be  noticed  from 
the  above  table  that  the  amount  of  CaO  in  solution  de- 
creased more  rapidly  at  the  beginning  than  at  the  end  of 
the  experiment.  This,  I  believe,  is  due  to  the  formation  of 
a  calcium  silicate  by  the  combination  of  the  lime  with  the 
silica  of  the  bottle.  It  is  quite  possible  that  lime  attacks 
glass  in  the  same  way  as  does  caustic  soda,  but  perhaps  not 
to  the  same  extent.  I  have  tried  to  determine  this  by 
storing  lime-water  in  a  bottle  coated  internally  with  acid- 
free  paraffin  wax,  but  no  definite  result  was  obtained. 

Yours  faithfully, 
18  Milman  Road,  W.  W.  S.  Clark,  A.C.G.I. 

The  Italian  Prescription. 

Sir, — In  connection  with  the  Italian  prescription  in  the 
Summer  Number  of  the  C.  ct  D.  and  the  transcription  on 
p.  244,  I  should  like  to  refer  to  unguento  di  semi  freddo. 
There  are  four  seeds  from  which  the  unguentum  of 
"semi  frecldi,"  called  in  ancient  pharmacy  "semi  freddi 
maggiori,"  was  formerly  prepared.  These  are  seeds  of 
meion,  of  water-melon,  of  gherkin,  and  of  cucumber. 
Nowadays  this  unguentum,  still  prescribed  by  Italian 
doctors,  is  prepared  sometimes  by  the  official  recipe  for 
cold-cream,  because  the  Italian  Pharmacopoeia  recognises 
only  this,  remarking  in  a  note  that  this  often  stands  for 
the  "unguento  di  semi  freddi."  From  these  seeds  is  also 
prepared  the  so-called  emulsion  of  "  se77ii  freddi,"  still 
prescribed,  and,  although  omitted  from  the  second  edition 
(1902)  of  the  Italian  Pharmacopoeia,  named  in  the  first 
under  the  monograph  "  Emulsione  di  semi  di  mellone  "  or 
"Communis  emulsio  "  (emulsio  seminum  melonis).  This 
emulsion  is  not  to  be  confounded  with  the  emulsion  made 
from  sweet  almonds,  called  in  the  Pharmacopceia  "  latte 
di  mandorle,"  which  is  sometimes  sent  out  by  pharmacists 
instead  of  emulsion  of  "  semi  freddi."  In  confirmation  of 
my  contention  that  "semi"  means  "seeds"  and  not 
"half,"  I  may  add  that  if  "semi"  had  been  used  as  an 
adjective  a  hyphen  would  be  required  between  "semi" 
and  "  freddi,"  and  we  should  call  the  ointment  "  unguento 
semi-freddo  "  and  not,  as  we  really  do,  "  unguento  di  semi 
freddi." 

Salvatore  Gulli,  Ph.D. 

Reggio,  Calabria,  August  21. 

Ticket-writing. 

Sir, — My  attention  has  been  called  to  the  correspondence 
in  your  columns  with  regard  to  window  display,  dressing, 
and  tickets,  by  Mr.  Joseph  Mellor,  chemist,  of  this  town, 
and  I  have  read  the  letters  with  interest  and  some  degree 
of  amusement.  May  I  point  out,  as  a  practical  authority 
of  thirty  years'  experience,  that  it  is  impossible  for  amateur 
writers  to  produce  window-tickets  (either  skilled  chemists 
or  any  other  tradesmen)  which  can  at  all  vie  with  the  work 
of  the  trained  writer — i.e.,  the  man  who  can  give  effect  in 
appearance  with  a  few  sweeps  of  freehand  skill?  Nor  is 
it  to  be  expected.  Mr.  S.  C.  McKee  asks  for  a  good  article 
"describing  the  kind  of  pens  required,  also  ink.  and  a 
general  idea  of  the  way  to  go  about  it."  May  I  say  that  that 
gentleman  is  asking  a  good  deal,  and  probably  he  will  not 
get  it  ?  For  he  is  simply  asking  for  the  divulgence  of  trade 
secrets,  and  can  no  more  expect  professional  writers  to  give 
away  the  "wrinkles"  of  their  art  than  he  himself  would 
exploit  the  secrets  of  his  profession  to  any  outsiders.  But 
I  will  at  once  inform  Mr.  McKee  that  no  kind  of  pen  at  all 
is  used  or  needed  by  competent  ticket-writers,  that  inks  have 
long  been  superseded  by  mysterious  pigments  made  and 
mixed  by  the  best  writers  themselves,  and  that  "  the  general 
idea  of  the  way  to  go  about  it "  can  only  be  imparted  by  the 
master  to  his  apprentice.  It  is  but  fair  to  say  "  every  man 
to  his  own  trade."  Chemists,  above  all  tradesmen,  should 
endeavour  to  keep  neat,  well-dressed  windows  with  a 


September  1,  1906  THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


381 


plentiful  supply  of  professionally  written  showcards  and 
tickets,  and  not  bungle  them  with  wasted-time  efforts.  The 
art  of  letters  is  a  life  study,  apprentices  pay  premiums  to 
learn,  the  master's  secrets  are  his  own,  and  the  skill  to 
become  a  professional  writer  must  Ije  innate.  No  chemist 
need  worry  himself,  nor  mess  about  with  things  he  does  not 
understand,  while  all  the  time  a  few  shillings  wisely  spent 
supplies  him  with  all  he  requires.  Yours  truly, 

Hemel  Hempstead.  W.  N.  Stedjian. 

Mr.  Frank  E.  Durdett  (Wakefield)  sends  us  a  parcel  of 
tickets  done  by  himself  with  an  oi'dinary  pen  and  ordinary 
inks.  Most  of  them  are  useful  and  attractive,  the  specimen 
which  we  reproduce  in  reduced  facsimile  being  one  of  the 
best  : 


The  next  illustration  further  demonstrates  what  chemists 
can  do  themselves  in  designing  effective  advertising- 
material.  This  is  a  reproduction  of  a  photo  postcard  by 
Mr.  H.  M.  Ashton,  chemist  and  druggist,  Warrington  : 


H.  M. ASHTON  M.RS. 

I 

There  is  a  good  deal  of  truth  in  what  Mr.  Stedman  says 
about  ticket-writing  being  a  b-isiness  by  itself,  but  we  know 


that  there  are  in  the  retail  drug-trade  many  chemists  of 
exceptional  skill  in  this  art.  For  example,  Mr.  J.  H.  Wilson, 
of  Harrogate,  has  rare  aptitude  in  cutting  script  letters 
from  paper  for  affixing  to  windows,  and  the  tickets  and 
showcards  made  by  Mr.  W.  R.  Robb,  of  Martindale's,  are 
quite  up  to  the  professional  standard  and  strike  out  into 
new  lines.  Another  chemist  contributed  excellent  ideas  on 
showcards  for  proprietaries  with  facsimile  illustrations  to 
the  C.  <L'  D.,  January  28,  1905.  Such  examples  as  these  quite 
justify  encouragement  of  practice  of  the  art  by  other 
knights  of  the  pestle;  and  to  still  further  help  in  this 
direction  we  now  offer  prizes  to  the  value  of  two  guineas  for 
showcards  or  window-tickets  sent  in  to  us  by  subscribers  or 
their  assistants  for  competition  during  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember.— Editor. 

A  Subscriber  (135/44)  thinks  the  methods  of  window- 
dressing  described  by  Mr.  S.  C.  McKie  last  week  are  appro- 
priate to  a  drapers  .shop,  but  not  at  all  to  a  chemist's. 

Nurses  and  Chemists'  Prices. 
Sir,' — Perhaps  through  the  medium  of  your  journal  some 
means  can  be  suggested  by  a  reader  of  overcoming  a  very 
serious  cause  of  trouble  to  provincial  and  London  chemists. 
A  lady  in  our  town,  who  has  plenty  of  money  and  who  never 
questions  the  price  of  anything  in  her  quarterly  account, 
was  taken  with  a  severe  illness,  and  the  doctor  engaged  a 
nurse  from  London.  The  nurse's  first  visit  to  the  chemist 
was  for  a  pound  of  cotton-wool  (to  be  entered  to  account). 
The  nurse  inquired  the  price,  and,  on  being  told,  said  that 
surely  there  must  be  some  mistake,  as  she  could  get  any 
amount  in  London  at  a  surgical-instrument  shop  at  8d.  or 
9(^.  per  lb.,  intimating  that  she  would  get  it  down  for  her 
patient  at  that  price  in  future.  This  is  only  one  item;  but 
my  experience  lately  has  shown  me  that  the  firm  referred 
to  supply  their  patients  at  wholesale  prices  with  many  things 
that  the  respective  nursing  institutions  are  charged  trade 
price  for.  Do  these  nurses  receive  a  commission,  or  is  it 
that  they  wish  to  curry  favour  with  their  patients,  and 
hence  get  the  chemist  the  name  for  charging  exorbitantly  ? 
Perhaps  others  have  found  some  means  of  counteracting 
this  growing  and  very  serious  evil.  This  nurse  is  quite 
independent  of  local  recommendation.  There  are  a  lot  of 
nurses  who  forget  that  in  due  course  some  of  these  big 
monopolists — so-called  chemists  and  others — will  have  their 
nursing  institute  or  nurses'  agency,  and  provide  nurses  at 
a  much  lower  rate  than  they  are  receiving  at  the  present 
time.  Perhaps  some  of  your  readers  can  suggest  a  remedy. 
Yours  faithfully, 

Farmacista.  (133/45.) 

Phenazone  or  Gelsemium  (C.  &  D.,  August  25,  p.  349). 
Sir, — I  do  not  think  that  either  the  phenazone  or  gel- 
semium is  to  blame  in  this  case.  I  have  often  found  the 
bromide  of  ammonium  cause  unpleasant  congestion  of  the 
throat  such  as  "Penfro"  cle.scribes.  Unless  it  is  very 
largely  diluted,  I  find  my  patients  complain  of  its  irritating 
effects  in  the  mouth  and  throat. 

Yours,  etc., 

M.R.C.S.  (133/61.) 

Sir, — I  met  with  the  same  experience  as  "Penfro's"  a, 
few  years  ago,  while  acting  as  an  assistant  in  Liverpool.  I 
supplied  practically  the  same  draught  as  "  Penfro"  did  to 
a  lady  suffering  from  a  bilious  headache,  the  only  difference 
being  that  pot.  brom.  was  given  in  lieu  of  amm.  brom.  In 
about  twenty  minutes  the  lady's  husband  rushed  in,  terribly 
excited,  and  asking  me  to  go  at  once  to  his  house,  as  his  wife 
had  completely  collapsed  after  taking  the  draught.  I  com- 
plied with  the  request,  and.  although  considerably  alarmed, 
tried  to  assume  as  cool  an  exterior  as  possible  under  the 
circumstances.  I  found  the  lady  suffering  from  exactly 
the  same  symptoms  as  described  hy  your  correspondent — 
viz.,  swelling  of  the  lips  and  throat,  accompanied  with  a 
very  low  pulse.  I  sent  a  messenger  at  once  for  a  doctor,  in 
the  meantime  administering  copious  draughts  of  neat 
brandy.  Having  explained  to  the  doctor  the  nature  of  the 
draught  supplied,  he  put  the  symptoms  down  at  once  to  the 
antipyrin,  which,  he  said,  is  a  most  peculiar  drug  in  its 
effect,  and  has  to  be  administered  with  great  caution. 

Yours,  etc.. 

Argox.  (134/6.) 
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Sir, — Symptoms  mentioned  by  your  correspondent  "  Pen- 
fro  "  in  this  week's  issue  are  due  to  gelsemium.  Probably 
both  patients  are  of  low  vitality.  I  have  seen  such  results 
several  times.  Yours  faithfully, 

E.  Miller. 

B  Dtanical  Freak. 
Sir,— 'I  am  sending  herewith  a  photograph  showing  a 
very  interesting  botanical  freak.    This  specimen  was  found 
growing  on  a  hawthorn  hedge  close  to  the  Old  Monkland 
Canal,  near  Coatbridge,  Lanarkshire.    The  spiral  branch  is 


flattened  and  longitudinally  furrowed,  the  apex  terminating 
in  a  bud.  Besides  the  terminal  bud,  numerous  small  ones 
are  developed  on  both  sides  of  the  branch.  The  wood 
internally  has  a  cinnamon  colour.  Situated  closely  at  the 
side  is  another  branch,  which  is  quite  straight,  part  of 
which  is  seen  at  the  top  in  the  photograph. 

Yours  faithfully, 
Glasgow  School  of  Pharmacy.  P.  Fenton. 

Egyptian  Pharmacy  Examinations. 

Sir, — With  a  view  to  lessen  the  difficulties  and  to  raise 
the  status  of  the  unqualified  chemist  in  Egypt,  the  Sanitary 
Department  (under  whose  auspices  the  chemists  flourish 
here)  informed  us  in  July  that  they  had  arranged  for 
examinations  to  take  place  in  December  next,  when  chemists 
who  have  had  five  years'  experience  and  over  would  be  given 
the  opportunity  of  sitting,  and  those  who  passed  would 
receive  a  certificate  or  permit  entitling  them  to  replace  the 
qualified  or  responsible  person  in  the  shop  during  his  un- 
avoidable absence  at  meal-times  or  through  illness.  This 
information  was  conveyed  by  means  of  a  paragraph  in  a 
ccuple  of  the  local  daily  papers,  unsigned  and  unauthorised, 
evidently  inserted  by  the  editor  as  an  item  of  information. 
By  the  same  medium  we  were  told  that  a  prospectus  or 
programme  of  the  course  of  study  would  in  a  short  while 
be  available.  An  application  to  the  Sanitary  Department 
for  a  prospectus  elicited  the  astonishing  reply  that  one  pro- 
spectus had  been  drawn  up,  and  had  been  handed  over  to  a 
private  individual,  who  was  prepared  to  coach  candidates  at 
the  rate  of  2^1.  E.  per  month  for  the  next  four  months,  two 
lessons  a  week,  in  the  evenings,  starting  at  10  p.m.  ;  and, 
further,  the  applicant  was  assured  that  all  those  who  joined 
these  classes  were  sure  of  passing.  No  other  prospectus 
being  available,  and  no  other  means  of  getting  at  the 
subjects  for  study,  candidates  are  naturally  obliged  to  join 
these  classes,  with  the  result  that  at  present  over  thirty 
pupils  attend  them,  among  whom  are  some  drawing  a  salary 
of  5/.  to  61.,  of  which  they  are  obliged  to  pay  one  half  for 
the  next  four  months  for  eight  lessons  a  month.  On  the 
other  hand,  suppose  a  man  should  be  in  a  position  to  study 
up  the  subjects  on  his  own  account,  his  not  knowing  what 
these  subjects  are  naturally  debars  him  from  sitting  for  the 
examination  ;  or  should  he  wish  to  study  with  another  coach 
at  a  cheaper  rate,  the  same  reason  disqualifies  him  there. 
Superficially  it  would  appear  that  this  so-called  Modified 
examination,  with  its  resulting  certificate,  has  been  created 


not  for  the  good  of  the  public  or  the  assistance  of  the 
"  assistant  unqualified,"  but — what  for  ? 

Yours  faithfully, 

^GYPTOS.  (128/50.) 
Otto  of  Rose. 

While  these  pages  are  going  to  press  we  receive  a  letter 
from  Messrs.  P.  Samuelson  <k  Co.,  in  reply  to  Mr.  E.  J. 
Parry's  letter  of  last  week.  This  is  mainly  personal,  but 
the  writers  maintain  the  correctness  of  their  observations 
in  our  issue  of  August  18,  and  they  add  : 

Mr.  Parry's  judgment  seems  to  have  undergone  a  strange 
alteration  within  a  short  time,  as  we  have  before  us  ai\ 
analysis  of  Mr.  Parry's  made  in  1904,  which  gives  his 
opinion  that  our  otto  was  genuine  in  spite  of  the  gravity 
being  0.857. 

Prizes  Every  Week. 
A  Colonial  Subscriber  (117/28)  who  got  one  of  our  1905 
Diary  prizes,  writing  in  acknowledgment,  adds:  "You 
will  be  pleased  to  know  that  I  am  daily  winning  prizes 
as  a  resvdt  of  the  perusal,  not  only  of  the  C.  <t'  D.  and 
Diary,  but  of  your  other  publications — viz.,  '  Pharmaceutical 
Formulas,'  '  Art  of  Dispensing,'  '  Veterinary  Counter-Prac- 
tice,' '  Diseases  and  Eemedies.'  Even  in  such  a  small 
locality  as  this,  I  should  daily  lose  business  if  I  had  none  of 
these  works  to  refer  to,  and  I  certainly  count  them  the  most 
profitable  investment  I  ever  made.  Witli  best  wishes  for 
the  continued  success  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  the 
world  over." 

Cattle-salts. 

Sir, — During  my  apprenticeship,  about  fifty  years  ago,  in 
Surrey,  it  was  taught  us  that  Glauber  salts  were  given  to 
cattle  and  horses  in  preference  to  Epsom  salts  because  they 
were  less  irritating.  In  France  Glauber  salts  are  given 
except  to  dogs.  Yours  etc. , 

Pau,  France,  August  24.  John  Jarvis. 

Tobacco  and  Snuff  Items. 

Sir, — I  beg  to  ask  you  if  you  can  give  me  any  infoi-ma- 
tion  as  to  the  formulas  of  tobacco  flavours,  such  as  essence  of 
rum  (special  for  tobacco),  essence  of  Havana,  essence  of 
Manila,  etc.  ?  As  there  is  a  good  industry  cropping  up  in 
the  Transvaal  in  manufacturing  tobacco,  a  large  business  can 
be  done  in  these  articles.  Yours  faithfully. 

Johannesburg.  Horace  W.  Pearson. 

Sij), — Will  some  of  your  readers  oblige  me  with  a  few 
directions  how  to  make  a  good  rose  snuff?  The  ground 
tobacco  is  cheap  here  and  it  is  a  country  where  there  is 
a  good  deal  of  snuffing.  Yours  faithfully, 

George,  Cape  Colonv.  Jas.  H.  Morris. 


Legal  Queries. 

See  the  "C.  &  D.  Diary,  1906,"  for  much  legal  information  as  to 
all  trade  matters.  In  any  circumstance  not  covered  by  the 
articles  therein,  state  the  case  explicitly  with  all  particulars 
and  submit  to  the  Editor. 


Experienced  (134/12.)— What  is  the  nature  of  the  in- 
formation which  you  were  asked  by  the  company's  messengers 
who  came  to  you  as  pretended  customers?  Perhaps  the 
matter  is  one  which  should  be  brought  directly  to  the  notice 
of  the  company.  Have  you  done  this,  or  did  you  thmk  of 
making  our  pages  the  medium  for  that  purpose  ? 

Creditor  (135/71).— Actions  for  the  recovery  of  debts,  in- 
cluding I.O.U.s,  must  be  commenced  within  six  years  after 
they  have  been  incurred  or  since  the  last  payment  of  any  part 
of  the  principal  or  mterest.  This  does  not,  however,  prevent 
you  doing  your  best  to  get  the  money  from  your  debtor. 

A  Qualified  Chemist  (136/14).— The  defence  in  the  case  to 
which  you  refer  was  not  undertaken  by  the  Chemists'  Defence 
Association.  Do  you  really  suggest  that  Mr.  Glyn- Jones 
should  not  take  a  brief  when  it  involves  the  legal  defence  ot 
such  a  company  as  Boots,  Ltd.  ?  If  so,  be  good  enough  to  put 
your  reasons  in  a  form  which  is  not  libellous. 

Effervescent  (136/96).— The  exemption  from  medicine 
stamp-duty  as  to  artificial  mineral  waters  and  preparations  for 
making  them  does  not  extend  to  those  which  contain  such 
medicines  as  caffeine  and  antipyrin. 
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Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  oi 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


H.  W.  p.  (91/19). — The  advertisement  you  refer  to  carries  its 
own  condemnation  on  the  face  of  it.  Our  views  on  the  matter 
are  frequently  expressed  in  this  column. 

C.  W.  B.  (116/59). — We  do  not  know  of  any  other  book  which 
deals  with  the  dispensing  of  foreign  prescriptions  to  so  full  an 
extent  as  the  "Art  of  Dispensing." 

T.  T.  (115/67).— Books  on  Animal  Intelligence.— A  popular 
book,  but  probably  out  of  print,  is  Romanes'  "  Animal  Intelli- 
gence "  (2s.  6rf.,  Kegan  Paul).  Another  work  by  Romanes, 
which  treats  of  the  psychology  of  the  subject,  is  "  Mental 
Evolution  in  Animals."  This  contains  an  essay  by  Darwin  on 
instinct,  and  is  an  amplification  of  the  chapter  on  the  subject 
in  the  "  Origin  of  Species."  Other  books  are  Wundt's  "  Lec- 
tures on  Human  and  Animal  Psychology  "  (Sonnenschein), 
Thorndike's  "Annual  Intelligence"  ("  Pyschological  Re- 
view," N.Y.),  and  Morgan's  "  Animal  Life  and  Intelligence  " 
(Arnold). 

Lacquer  (121/14). — The  powder  mixed  with  a  mastic  varnish 
to  make  a  brass-lacquer  appears  to  be  simply  coarsely  pow- 
dered gamboge. 

W.  H.  It.  (129/41). — Unguentum  Resins  Acidum  (Man- 
chester Royal  Infirmary). — The  formula  for  this  burn-oint- 
ment is  as  follows : 

Yellow  resin   ...     4  oz. 

Yellow  wax    20  oz.  (winter  10  oz.) 

Olive  oil    20  oz.  (winter  30  oz.) 

Venetian  turpentine         ...     8  oz. 

Burgundy  pitch    4  oz. 

Zinc  oxide    4  oz. 

Solution  of  carbolic  acid    ...    lOi  oz. 
Melt  the  resin,  wax,  Venice  turpentine^  and  Burgundy  pitch 
together,  with  the  olive  oil,  by  the  aid  of  a  gentle  heat ;  to 
this  add  the  oxide  of  zinc  and  solution  of  carbolic  acid,  and 
stir  constantly  until  cold. 

Solution  of  Carbolic  Acid  (for  above). 

Pure  carbolic  acid   8  oz. 

Glycerin    4  oz. 

Water  to   16  oz. 

Mix. 

T.  O.  A.  (129/28).— AspiHi  N  is  the  acetic  ester  of  salicylic 
acid,  obtained  by  the  action  of  acetic  anhydride  on  salicylic 
acid.  It  is  a  white  crystalline  solid,  melting  at  135°  C,  spar- 
ingly soluble  in  water,  but  readily  in  alcohol.  It  is  specially 
recomrnonded  in  articular  rheumatism  in  doses  of  15  grains 
three  times  a  day.  Mesotan  is  the  methoxy-methyl  ester  of 
salicylic  acid.  It  is  a  yellowish  or  colourless  liquid  miscible 
with  fixed  oils,  and  is  used  instead  of  oil  of  wintergreen  as  an 
inunction  for  rheumatism  and  gout.  A  usual  strength  is  1  part 
of  mesotan  to  2  parts  of  olive  oil. 

W.  B.  E.  (110/44).— Rose-tree  Manure.— This  does  not  give 
very  satisfactory  analytical  results,  but  seems  to  consist  of 
bone-dust,  soot,  and  some  organic  matter  resembling  gelatin. 

B.  tfc  Co.  (123/16).— Destroying  Ants.— Refer  to  C.  &  D.. 
May  19,  p.  794,  and  June  16,  p.  932. 

Garden  (114/14).— Wireworms  in  Garden.— To  destroy 
these  pests  sprinkle  a  little  solution  of  naphthalene  in  benzine 
near  their  haunts. 

Seeley  (114/11).— Cockroaches  in  Greenhouses.— For 
ridding  glasshouses  of  cockroaches  try  the  solution  of  naph- 
thalene referred  to  in  the  reply  to  "  Garden  "  (114/14).  Fumi- 
gation with  hydrocyanic  acid  may  be  needed.  This  is 
described  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas." 

P.  TF.  (131/46).— (1 J  Ticket-writing.— For  small  quantities 
of  chocolate  paint  the  tubes  of  water-colours  sold  by  the 
artists  colourmen  are  convenient.  Where  large  quantities  are 
required  the  powdered  colour  as  sold  by  oilshops  is  ground 
with  water  to  a  smooth  cream.  This  powder  is  a  mixture  of 
oxide  of  iron  of  a  dark  colour  with  sienna  and  umbers,  which 
although  natural  products,  owe  their  colour  to  iron.  (2)  For 
books  on  ticket-writing  refer  to  C.  <£•  D.  Diary. 

3/;>ior«a  (122/39).— Powder  for  Preventing  Roup  and 
Gapes  in  Poultry.— This  consists  of  copper  sulphate  mixed 
with  a  small  quantity  of  red  aniline  dye.  It  is  used  by  dis- 
solving i  dr.  in  i  gal.  of  drinking-water. 

B.  S.  (133/10).— How  to  Become  a  Midwife.— Burdett's 

JNursing  Profession :    How  and  Where  to  Train "  (2s 
bcientifio  Press)  explains  the  methods  of  becoming  a  trained 
nurse.    See  also  the  list  of  books  in  the  C.  <t-  D.  Diary. 


Lansdown  (121/55). — Indian  Brandee. — Your  sample  is 
made  from  a  recipe  like  the  following : 

Spirit  of  nitre    ^j. 

Tincture  of  rhubarb    }ij. 

Simple  syrup  to    j^iv. 

A  formula  for  a  non-excisable  Indian  brandee  was  given  in 
the  C.  &  D.,  February  24,  p.  322. 

J.  O.  (132/50). — There  is  no  reciprocity  between  Ireland  and 
England  in  regard  to  pharmaceutical  qualifications.  The 
process  of  obtaining  the  British  qualification  is  explained 
in  the  Educational  Number  (August  11).  In  regard  to  the 
budget  of  questions  you  ask  you  should  procure  a  copy  of 
"  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  obtainable  through  any  whole- 
sale house  or  direct  from  our  office.  All  the  recipes  you 
require,  and  many  more,  are  there  given. 

Lind  (134/28). — The  insolubility  of  compounds  of  lead  and 
sulphur  seems  so  far  to  have  prevented  the  realisation  of  the 
soluble  hair-restorer  powder  idea  to  which  you  refer. 

Novice  (118/35). — Milk-fever  Preventive. — Potassium 
chlorate  or  nitrate  is  the  active  ingredient  in  drenches  for 
preventing  milk  fever.  The  addition  of  spices  and  an  aperient 
as  indicated  in  the  recipe  you  submit  is  to  be  commended. 
There  is  no  advantage  in  adding  ergot,  nor  does  potassium 
carbonate  answer  as  a  febrifuge  like  either  the  chlorate  or 
nitrate. 

B.  It.  (118/66). — Dental  Cement,  for  tooth-stopping: 

Zinc  oxide    ...       ...       ...       ...    25  oz. 

Silica    1  oz. 

Borax    ^  oz. 

Glass    5  dr. 

All  in  fine  powder,  the  zinc  oxide  to  be  freshly  calcined.  Mix, 
sift,  and  keep  in  a  stoppered  bottle.  For  use,  a  small  quantity 
is  made  into  a  soft  paste  with  saturated  solution  of  zino 
chloride.  Fletcher's  Cement  is  prepared  by  mixing  and  heat- 
ing together  pyrophqsphate  of  alumina,  magnesia,  or  lime 
1  part  with  glacial  phosphoric  acid  4  parts  and  water  I5  part. 
When  mixed  with  hydrate  of  alumina  or  heavy  zinc  oxide  this 
sets  to  an  extremely  hard  mass. 

Valerian  (126/21). — The  Drink-cure  powders  consist  of 
potassium  bromide  and  tartarated  soda.  The  two  kinds  are 
practically  alike,  except  that  the  powder  in  the  yellow  paper 
is  slightly  sweetened  with  sugar.  The  dose  of  potassium 
bromide  in  the  powders  is  about  2  grains. 

C.  D.  (Brussels)  (112/34).— Quinine  Tablets.— To  make  a 
compressed  tablet  of  quinine  it  is  necessary  to  add  a  propor- 
tion of  sugar  and  glucose,  or  the  tablets  will  not  disintegrate 
in  the  stomach.  The  formula  given  by  White  and  Rodwell  at 
the  Bristol  meeting  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Co'  ference 
is — 

Quinine  sulphate   5  parts 

Sugar   2.5  parts 

Glucose   0.25  part 

Theobroma  emulsion    1  part 

The  recipe  for  the  last  ingredient  will  be  found  in  the  C.  <£■  Z?., 
August  13,  1904,  p.  297,  and  in  P.F.,  p.  794.  If  the  tablets  are 
made  without  sugar,  they  will  probably  pass  through  the 
alimentary  canal  unaltered. 

Tragacanth  (121/26). — (1)  Uranium  Intensifier. — The  fol- 
lowing is  from  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  "  : 

Uranium  acetate    ...       ...       ...  120  grains 

Acetic  acid   5  oz. 

Potassium  ferricyanide   50  grains 

Water    6  oz. 

Dissolve. 

(2)  Sewage-purification.— The  books  on  this  subject  are  men- 
tioned in  the  C.  <£■  D.  Diary  bibliography.  Shenton's  "  Modern 
Treatment  of  Sewage "  is  the  only  small  book  on  sewage- 
purification,  but  it  would  need  supplementing  by  other  books, 
as  the  subject  is  a  wide  one. 

E.  S.  (0.  R.  Colony)  (122/3).— White  Emetic  Powder  (Witte 
Vometief). — Antim.  tart.  1  to  2  grains,  but  for  a  strong  man 
the  dose  may  be  increased  to  3  grains.  Grey  Emetic 
Powder  (Grauwe  Vometief). — Pulv.  ipecac.  15  to  30  grains. 

Veritas  (118/17).— Extraction  of  Castor  Oil.— We  are  not 
acquainted  with  a  special  work  on  castor-oil  manufacture. 
The  general  methods  of  oil-extraction  are  dealt  with  in 
C.  R.  A.  Wright's  "Fixed  Oils,  Fats,  Butters,  and  Waxes" 
(25s.,  Griffin  &  Co.). 

Setay  (124/39).— Insects  in  Drug-drawees.— These  are 
doubtless  Sitrodrepa  panicea.  which  are  known  for  their 
omnivorous  appetite.  They  are  best  destroyed  by  placing  a 
few  drops  of  carbon  bisulphide  in  the  empty  drawer.  'The 
vapour  is  confined  to  the  drawer  for  a  day,  and  then  the  drawer 
is  exposed  to  sunlight  in  the  fresh  air  to  get  rid  of  the  smell. 
Carbon  bisulphide  has  been  found  to  be  the  most  effectual  in- 
secticide for  drug-containers. 
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Junior  (130/23).— Powdbb  for  Vaginal  Injection. — This 
consists  of  powdered  oak-bark.  A  teaspoonful  mixed  with  a 
pint  of  water  is  a  usual  quantity  to  use  for  an  injection. 

TF.  W .  {129/17). — Mistura  bismuthi  co.  must  necessarily  be 
bitt-er  if  containing  nux  vomica  in  medicinal  doses.  There  is 
a  good  selection  of  recipes  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas," 
and  by  leaving  out  the  nux  vomica  you  will  obtain  the 
pleasanter-tasting  mixture  you  desire.  (2)  Bhilliantine 
(cheap) : 

Castor  oil   Sij. 

Almond  oil    S^iv. 

Glycerin    i^vj. 

Jockey  Club  Bouquet    ,^iss. 

Rectified  spirit  to    ...       ...       ...  _?^xxxij. 

Tl.  S.  L.  (128/71). — The  rate  of  pay  for  a  locum-tcnens  varies 
from  one  and  a  half  to  three  guineas  a  week.  A  qualified 
assistant  is  paid  from  forty  to  seventy  shillings  a  week  (out- 
doors), but  exceptional  circumstances  lead  to  other  rates  of 
payment. 

H.  B.  (129/56).— Rep AITJNG  Wateepeoof. — The  weak  places 
of  the  waterproof  cape  could  be  painted  on  the  interior  with  a 
solution  of  indiarubber  in  bisulphide  of  carbon  or  patched  with 
guttapercha  tissue  using  chloroform  as  the  cement. 

/.  L.  S.  (128/69). — Crystallising  Sugar  of  Lead. — The  size 
of  the  crystals  depends  ofi  the  strength  of  the  solution  and  the 
time  taken  in  cooling.  The  stronger  the  solution  and  the  more 
rapid  the  drop  in  temperature,  the  smaller  will  be  the  crystals. 
Care  must  also  be  taken  that  the  licjuid  is  not  disturbed  while 
the  crystallisation  is  in  progress. 

Cards  (129/40). — The  best  way  to  protect  your  card  game  is 
to  take  out  a  provisional  patent.  You  can  then,  before  the 
time  for  sealing,  offer  it  for  sale  to  likely  firms.  The  method 
of  taking  out  a  provisional  patent  has  also  the  advantage  that 
you  will  be  informed  by  the  Comptroller  if  any  patent  for  the 
last  fifty  years  has  anticipated  your  invention.  See  the 
C.  (Sc  D.  Diary  for  method  of  taking  out  a  patent. 

TF.  T.  H.  (129/37). — Cattle-spice. — Your  suggestion  to  add 
10  per  cent,  of  cod-liver  oil  to  a  cattle-condiment  is  not  good, 
as  the  smell  would  be  so  rank  that  cattle  would  not  touch 
the  food.  The  use  of  cod-liver  oil  as  a  cattle-food  needs  to  bo 
carefully  regulated,  as  it  is  liable  to  make  the  flesh  of  the 
animal  taste  when  used  for  human  food,  and  also  to  flavour  the 
milk  of  cows.  Linseed  oil  would  be  a  better  addition  to  a  food- 
condiment. 

H.  R.  (130/48). — SuPEEFLrors  Hair. — It  must  not  be  ex- 
pected that  depilatories  will  permanently  prevent  the  hair 
growing — as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  use  of  hair-destroyers  acts  as 
a  stimulant  to  the  hair-follicles,  with  the  result  that  the  next 
growth  of  hair  is  coarser  and  stronger.  It  is  found  that 
having  removed  the  hair  by  shaving  or  by  the  use  of  a  depila- 
tory the  growth  is  best  kept  down  by  daily  rubbing  the  part 
with  a  piece  of  fine-gi'ained  pumice-stone.  If  this  is  done 
regularly  and  with  gentle  pressure  there  will  be  no  more 
appearance  of  hair.  Electrolysis  is  the  alternative,  the 
process  being  described  in  the  C.  <£•  D.,  May  19,  p.  794. 

J.  H.  M.  (Cape  Colony)  (128/27).— (1)  Mistura  Cathar- 
TICA. — Mist,  sennse  co.  could  be  cheapened  by  diminishing  the 
quantity  of  spirit,  but  this  would  interfere  with  its  keeping 
qualities.    Here  is  an  old  formula  which  produces  a  cheaper 


product  than  the  B.P.  mixture  : 

Magnesium  sulphate  ...       ...  }^vj. 

Spirit  of  sal  volatile    3vj. 

Tincture  of  senna    i^iij. 

Infusion  of  senna    ...  ...       ...  i^xviij. 

Extract  of  liquorice  ...       ...  5vj. 

Oil  of  cloves   gtt.  vj. 


Dissolve  the  sulphate  of  magnesia  and  extract  of  liquorice, 
with  heat,  in  the  infusion  of  senna,  and  then  add  the  other  in- 
gredients. 

Some  hospital  Pharmacopoeias  have  a  black  draught  which 
is  simply  mag.  sulph.  gj.-sij.   dissolved  in  inf.   sennse  5^]'. 


(2)  Children's  Gripe- water: 

Sodium  bicai-tonate   ^5]. 

Spirit  of  sal  volatile  ...       ...       ...  t^XL. 

Tincture  of  cardamoms      ...       ...  ^^iss. 

Syrup  of  aniseed    ^j. 

Distilled  water  to     ...       ...       ...  ^iv. 


Several  other  recipes  are  given  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas." 

B.  L.  B.  (Calcutta). — (1)  We  are  not  acquainted  with  the 
snuff  you  mention  :  it  is  perhaps  a  local  brand.  (2J  Hair-oil  to 
suit  Indian  taste  requires  the  use  of  perfumes  such  "as  citronella 
oil  and  santal  oil.  The  basis  should  be  olive  oil,  almond  oil, 
or  heavy  paraflln  oil.  (3)  Books  on  Colour-photography. — 
See  bibliography  in  C.  <&  D.  Diary. 

B.  C.  N.  (116/57).— Quick  Indoor  Photography.- We  do  not 
know  what  methods  are  adopted  for  taking  the  photographs 
referred  to,  but  some  excellent  interiors  of  theatrical  perform- 
ances have  been  taken  instantaneously  with  the  Griin  lens. 


Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned  applica- 
tions should  be  lodged  with  C.  N.  Dalton,  Esq.,  C.B.,  Comp- 
troller-General of  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks,  at  the 
Patents  Office,  25  Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane, 
London,  W.C.,  within  one  month  of  the  dates  mentioned.  The 
objection  must  be  stated  on  Trade-marks  Form  No.  7,  cost  £1, 
obtainable  through  any  money-order  office. 


(From  the  "Trade-marks  Journal,'^  August  15,  1906.) 
"  Nylon  " ;  for  candles,  soap,  detergents,  etc.  By  C.  H, 

Atkinson,  27  Store  Street,  London,  W.C.  283,985. 
"  Karsam  " ;  for  soap.    By  the  Karsam  Soap  Co.,  Ltd., 

12  Minories,  London,  E.C.  284,437. 
"  RfivE  Etoile  "  ;  for  perfumery.    By  the  Crown  Perfumery 

Co.,  Homerton,  London,  N.E.  281,961. 
"  Tryania  "  and  "Fumeeia";  for  perfumery.    By  Breiden- 

bach  &  Co.,  48  Greek  Street,  London,  W.  283,680,  284,140. 
"  Laveol  "  ;  for  perfumery.    By  E.  Cook  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Bow, 

London,  E.  283,766. 
"Lustralia"  and  "Norolia";  for  perfumery.    By  Vinolia 

Co.,   Ltd.,   Maiden  Crescent,  London,  N.W.  283,587, 

284,064. 

"  Zeeolave  "  ;  for  a  hair-lotion,  teeth-preparations,  and  per- 
fumed soap.  By  R.  Hovenden  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  29  Berners 
Street,  London,  W.  283,907. 

(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  August  22,  1906.) 

"  Chickaw  "  ("Chick"  disclaimed);  for  a  poultry-medicine. 

By  J.  A.  Bingham  &  Co.,  16  Main  Street,  Larne.  283,867. 
Device  of  a  phonograph  ;  for  chemicals  in  Class  2.    By  W. 

Gossage  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Widnes.  282,843. 
"  Veldtsav  "  (disclaimed)  and  circular  label  device  with  a 

man's   head ;     for  veterinary   substances.  _  By   W.  H. 

McKee,  Islandbawn,  Muckomore,  co.  Antrim.  283,762. 
"  Antabort  "  and  "  Quintonine  "  ;  for  cattle  medicines.  By 

S.   Pettifer  &  Sons,   Crudwell,   Malmesbury.  284,446, 

284,448. 

"S\ntifer";   for    deodorisers   and   disinfectants.     By  S. 

Pettifer  &  Sons,  Crudwell,  Malmesbury.  284,449. 
"  SizOLiN  "  ;  for  disinfectants.   By  Hope,  Hartope  &  Co.,  Oak 

Lane,  Limehouse.  284,661. 
"  Fitchalene  "  ;    for  disinfectants  and  vermin-killers.  By 

Fitch,  Ltd.,  Glascote,  Tamworth.  284,733. 
"Nitene"  ("Nit"  disclaimed);   for  lotions  and  ointments. 

By  H.  J.  Turnbull,  Jun.,  49  Roker  Avenue,  Sunderland. 

282,156. 

"  Elecr.\cloth  "  ;  for  medicated  cloth.  By  Davies,  Sons  & 
Co.,  Bridge  Street,  Derby.  282,702. 

"Victoria"  (disclaimed)  and  block  label  devices  with  signa- 
ture "  E.  Trapenard  "  ;  for  a  pharmaceutical  preparation. 
By  C.  A.  Danton  (Gustave),  17  rue  d'Edinbourg,  Paris. 
282,902. 

"Kueakoen"  (disclaimed)  and  signature  "John  Oliver" 

across   a   label;    for  a   corn-remedy.     By   J.  Oliver, 

37  Market  Place,  Devizes.  283,399. 
"  Bivo  "  ;  for  chemicals  in  Class  3.   Bv  Burroughs  Wellcome 

&  Co.,  Snow  Hill,  London,  E.C.  283,442. 
"  Outem  "  on  device  of  a  moving-van;  for  a  corn-cure.  By 

Brookes  &  Co.,  Wolverhampton  Street,  Dudley.  283,864. 
"  Vanesco  "  ;    for  non-volatile  drugs  and  chemicals.  By 

Cork  Chemical  and  Drug  Co.,  Ltd.,  Cork.  283,885. 
"  Gaudanin  "  ;  for  caoutchone  preparations  in  Class  3.  By 

Zieger  &  Wiegaud,  23  Kirchstrasse,  Leipzig- Volkmars- 

dorf.  283,953. 

"BiRNENA,"  "Carena,"  "  Fentina,"  "  Flakena  "  ("Flake" 
disclaimed),  "  Flamena,"  "  Hallena,"  "  Hosena," 
"  Manena,"  "  Minena,"  "  Palena,"  "  Saffrena,"  "  Sand- 
ena,"  "  Silkena,"  "  Stockena,"  "  Wiltena,"  and  "  Wool- 
ENA "  ;  for  candles,  soap,  detergents,  etc.  By  Vinolia 
Co.,  Ltd.,  Maiden  Crescent,  London,  N.W.  284,627-8, 
284,630-2,  284,637-8,  284,641,  284,643-4,  284,649-52,  284,654-5. 

"  MoNPELAS  "  on  globe  and  cherubin  devices ;  for  perfumery. 
By  Parfumerie  Monpelas,  29  rue  Massue,  Vincennes, 
France.  274,140. 

"Jupa";  for  toilet-preparations.  By  W.  K.  S.  Weston, 
54  Hillmarton  Road,  Holloway.  282,625. 

"Glyceria";  for  liquid  toilet-detergents.  By  La  Glyceria 
Scte.  Anon.,  46  rue  des  Bergers,  Paris.  283,182. 

"  LimSnys  "  ("Lemon"  disclaimed);  for  perfumery.  By 
Breidenbach  &  Co.,  48  Greek  Street,  London,  W.^  283,754. 

"  Crayon  Brillerose  "  ;  for  a  nail-polish.  By  Andre,  Schaub 
&  Pioso,  18  Fore  Street,  London,  E.C.  283,824. 
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I IVERPOOL.— Qualified  Assistant,  28,  14  years'  first-class  W  est- 
i    End  Disnensiu'T  !>nd  Counter  experience,  desires  similar  situa- 
tion in  a  Liverpool  Pharmacy.   159/14,  Office  of  this  Paper.  

FRENCHIIAN  (19)  desires  a  situation  in  an  English  pharmacy 
where  he  can  improve  his  knowledge  of  English;  well  up  in 
Fiench  pharmacy ;  can  come  at  once.   125/1,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

TO  Chemists  with  several  Shops.— Qualified,  who  has  had  large 
manufacturing  experience  of  Tablets,  Capsules,  Galenioals  etc., 
requires  partly  Retail  situation.  "Volo"  (140/11).  Office  of  this 
Paper.   

MARRIED   gentleman,   no  encumbrance,   requires   situation  as 

Manager  or  otherwise;  25  years'  experience;  "fitted"  and 

••closed"  shops  entertained.  •'Brown,"  18  Douglas  Road,  Bron- 
desbury. 


QUALIFIED  Chemist  (36)  desires  situation  as  Manager ;  reliable, 
competent  Dispenser,  Prescriber ;  outdoors;  well  recommended; 
disengaged  September  30.  "  Manager,"  62  Victoria  Road,  Scar- 
borough. 


ASSISTANT ;  outdoors :  unqualified ;  disengaged ;  15  years' 
London  experience ;  high-class  Dispensing  and  Store ;  steady 
and  reliable  ;  first-class  references.  Lloyd,  24  Queen's  Road,  Norland 
Square,  W. 


LONDON:  Citv  preferred;  smart  unqualified  Assistant;  23;  sound 
knowledge  "of  Retail ;  Dispenser  ;  tall ;  well  educated  ;  unim- 
peachable credentials;  two  years  present  berth.  "  Galen  "  (138/27), 
Office  of  this  Paper. 


MANAGER,  qualified,  over  16  years'  first-class  experience,  desires 
permanent    engagement ;    married ;     abstainer ;  up-to-date. 


methodical  and  energetic ;  highest  references. 
Office  of  this  Paper. 


Alert"  (137/45), 


EXPERIENCED  Senior  desires  outdoor  situation;  London  or 
suburbs ;  good  all-round  man ;  steady,  attentive  to  duties,  and 
capable  of  taking  charge  ;  unqualified  ;  tall ;  references.  "  Telox," 
6  Ha\vthom  Road,  Willesden  Green,  N.W. 


MANAGER,  qualified,  disengaged  September  10,  elderly,  London 
and  Country  experience,  good  refereuces,  wants  permanent 
engagement  for  neglected  business  or  Country  Branch,  with  a  view  to 
succeasion.    "  Chemist,"  21  Church  Road,  Homerton. 


MANAGER  or  Senior ;  home  or  abroad ;  29 ;  single ;  London 
Major;  English.  Continental,  and  6  years'  S.  African  experi- 
ence ;  permanency ;  highly  recommended ;  disengaged  end  of  Sep- 
tember. Full  particulars  from  "  V.,"  93  Queen's  Parade,  Scarborough. 


WHOLESALE. 


rUNIOR;  21;  4J  rears'  Retail,  with  some  Manufacturing  and 
'   Packing.  "  A.  "C,"  71  Lavender  Hill,  S.W. 


w 


HOLESALE;  10  rears'  all-round  experience;  5^  years  in  Whole 
sale;  aged  27.  "138/5,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


E 


XPERIENCED  Traveller  is  open  to  represent  additional  house  in 
the  South  of  England.   137/37,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


"N VOICING  Junior;  20;  accurate;  4  years  two  well-known  houses 
.   also  Bookkeeping,  Typewriting.   138/6,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


TRAVELLER  ;  Wholesale  and  Retail  experience ;  young,  energetic 
undeniable  references;  modest  salary.    139/9,  Office  of  thi 
Paper. 


REPRESENTATIVE,  with  established  connection,  desires  good 
house ;  Al  references ;  speciality  or  side-lines.   141/36,  Office  of 
this  Paper. 


ADVERTISER  (23)  desires  position  in  London;  Wliolesale  house 
accustomed  to  control  of  various  departments,  &,c.  127/21 
Office  of  this  Paper. 


TRAVELLER,  visiting  Chemists  and  Physicians  of  Germany  and 
Switzerland,  desires  to  Represent  a  good  English  house.  Letter 
Box  1271,  Bale,  Switzerland. 


CAPABLE  Man  of  varied  Manufacturing  experience  desires  part 
or  whole  time  engagement  in  Birmingham  district;  economical 
worker.  136/40,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


TRAVELLER ;    Drugs,  Sundries,  Perfumerr ;    first-class  conneo 
tion;  14  years'  travelling.  South  and  West  England,  Midlands 
Waies  ;  references.    Furnivall,  97  Claude  Road.  Cardiff. 


REPRESENTATIVE  (33),  with  thorough  knowledge  of  require 
meuts  of  Medical  men,  and  9  years'  experience  amongst 
game  in  North  •f  England  (Drugs  and  lastrumeuts),  requires  re 
engagement;  tall;  energetic;  good  appearance  and  ad^ess 
Holgate,  21  Bark  Street,  Bolton. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


HAVE  YOU  A  WINDOW?— The  up-to-date  Store  man  knows  the 
value  of  a  well-written  show  ticket;  it  nella  the  goods;  if  you 
doubt  mv  word,  try  it!  as  an  advt.  I  will  send  you,  post  free  for  Is. 
P.O.,  6  effective  show-cards,  your  own  wording,  size  4  in.  x3  in.,  on 
good  stout  card.   "  Showcard  Specialist  "  (137/2),  Office  of  this  Paper. 


McADAM  &  TUCKNISS,  Shareholders,  30  Tranquil  Vale,  Black- 
heath,  London,  S.E.  Telephone  81  Lee  Green. 
Shakes  for  Sale  (free  of  commission,  subject). — 102  Camwal  Ordi- 
nary. 5.<r.  4irf. ;  62  Preference,  14s. ;  7  Idris  "  A  "  Ordinary,  28s.  6d. ; 
100  Mellins  Preference,  22s.  9rf. ;  100  A.  J.  White  Ordinary,  3s.  6d. ; 
50  Preference,  10s.  9d. ;  25  Evans  Lescher  &  Webb  Preference, 
£5  8s.  9d. 

Wanted  (subject).— 30  Evans  Lescher  Preference,  £5  5s.  6a.; 
25  Lewis  &  Burrows  Preference,  12s.  lOJrf. 

List  of  shares  for  sale  and  wanted  sent  free  on  application. 
Bankers  :  London  and  County.    Established  1898. 


SHOP-FITTINGS.— Special  offer  :  12  ft.  drug  range,  bevelled  labels, 
glass  knobs,  6  ft.  and  8  ft.  plate,  and  mahogany  counters  with 
drawers  behind,  6  ft.  handsome  dispensing-screen,  bevelled  centre 
mirror,  marble  slab,  2  ft.  mahogany  desk  and  case,  30  in.  bent  counter- 
oase,  £41 ;  6  ft.  wall-case,  £8  10s.  ATRTON-GRAHAM,  LTD.,  57  Parr 
Street,  Liverpool. 


IMPORTANT  NOTICE  TO  CHEMISTS  about  opening  new  Pre- 
mises, — We  have  positively  the  largest  and  finest  Stock  of  Second- 
hand Fittings  for  sale  at  Unheard-of  Prices ;  drawings  and  fall  par- 
tioulars  on  application ;  inspection  invited ;  shops  fitted  completely. 
Rudduck  &  Co.,  Shop-fitters,  262  Old  Street,  London. 


OPTICAL  TUITION,  covering  syllabus  of  the  S.M.C.  Examina- 
tions, by  correspondence ;  course  continues  till  you  pass,  pro- 
viding the  questions  constituting  the  course  are  regularly  answered. 
ApdIv.  W.  J.  Wright,  F.I.O.,  51  Charlwood  Street,  Westminster, 
8.\f. 


SIGHT-TESTING.— Practical  private  lessons ;  use  of  trial  case; 
retinscope ;  ophthalmoscope,  muscle  tests,  face  measuring ;  at 
any  address  m  London  district,  or  at  my  own  consulting  room,  where 
apparatus  will  be  found ;  terms  by  arrangement.  H.  E.  EBBAGE, 
F.LO.,  Consulting  Ophthalmic  Optician,  14  Orchard  Road,  Kingston- 
on-Thames. 


MEDICINE-STAMPS,  unused,  1,212,  100  id.,  96  6d.,  5  Is.,  25  per 
cent,  will  be  deducted  from  face  value,  2  cwt.  best  Saline  at  7d. 
per  lb.,  12  dozen  6  oz.  Salines  plug  stoppered,  filled  with  best  Saline 
at  4s.  per  dozen  ;  each  kind  of  goods  must  be  taken  in  one  delivery,  or 
higher  price  will  be  charged ;  all  goods  carriage  paid  to  London. 
SCOTT,  4  rue  Chauveau  Lagarde,  Paris. 


'V'TRAORDINART  bargain  in  second-hand  shop-fittings,  ready 
.A.  for  immediate  use ;  10  ft.  mahogany  and  plate-glass  serving 
counter,  6  ft.  dispensing-screen,  bevelled  mirror  in  centre  and  counter 
with  sponge-case  under,  12  ft.  run  of  drawers,  glass  labels,  and 
slielving  over,  with-mirror  cupboard  in  centre;  5  ft.  bent  plate-glasa 
counter  case,  window  enclosure  12  ft.  long,  could  easily  be  shortened, 
fitted  inside  with  Z  sets  of  shaped  plate-glass  shelves;  £40  the  lot  for 
immediate  sale. 

P.  JOSEPHS  &  SON,  LTD.,  93  Old  Street,  London,  E.C. 

THE  LAST  LOT.— A  real  good  bargain  of  ivory  tooth  combs  for 
Chemists ;  sold  already  160  gross  in  i  and  1  gross  lots  with  satis- 
faction ;  don't  miss  this  chance  ;  a  manufacturer's  bankrupt  stock  of 
real  elephant's  tusk  ivory  tooth  combs,  guaranteed  genuine  grained 
ivory,  all  perfect,  sell  well  at  Is.  each,  usual  price  about  8s.  per  doz., 
my  price  2s.  per  doz.,  2  doz.  3s.  bd.,  3  doz.  5s.,  5  doz.  9s.  6d.,  18s.  per 
gross ;  you  can  have  sample  doz.  sent  post  free  on  receipt  of  P.O., 
cheque,  or  stamps  for  2.f.  J.  Ginsberg,  Importer  of  Rubber  Sundries, 
105  Stoke  Newington  Road,  London,  N.    Established  1885. 

CHEMISTS'  SECOND-HAND  SHOP-FIXTURES.— Ranges  of 
drawers,  counters,  dispensing-screens,  wall  and  show  cases,  shop- 
rounds,  and  all  requisites  for  Chemists  ;  extensive  stock  ;  low  prices ; 
competent  men  sent  anywhere  ;  illustrated  catalogues  and  estimates 
free.    MATTHEWS,  14  and  16  Manchester  Street,  LIVERPOOL. 

GREAT  BARGAINS  in  Secondhand  Shop-fittings.- The  Fittings  of 
a  Shop,  including  range  of  drawers,  with  glass  labels,  £30;  109 
second-hand  recess-label  rounds  and  syrup-bottles,  £5  15s. ;  2  6-gaU. 
pear-shaped  carboys,  12/6  each  ;  12-ft.  range  of  pine  drawers,  with  gold 
labels  and  glass  knobs,  £6;  1  Canarv-wood  wall-case,  5  ft.  x9  ft.,  £6; 
1  ditto,  3  ft.  6  in.x8  ft.,  £4;  144  "stoppered  bottles,  gold  labelled, 
sufficient  for  a  shop,  £o  15s. ;  11  doz.  recess-label  rounds,  job  line, 
£8  15s. ;  1  set  of  3  3-ft.  plate-glass  shelves,  standard  bars  and  brackets, 
35s.  ;  1  6-ft.  mirror-centre  dispensing-screen.  £4  15s.  R.  TOMLINSON 
&  SONS,  Headquarters  for  Secondhand  Fittings,  BOND  STREET, 
BIRMINGHAM. 

WHY  B.  SLACK? 

When  for  that  modest  fee  you  can  increase  youi" 
business  25  per  cent,  and  always  BE  BUSY  1 1 1  See 
last  26  Supplements.    Particulars  on  application. 

96  Hill  Top, 
WEST  BROMWICHi 
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FIRST  IMPRESSIONS  OF  THE  RIVIERA. 

By  A  Chemist's  Assistant, 

Having  passed  five  months  of  my  first  season  as  an  assistant 
in  one  of  the  first  English  pharmacies  on  the  Riviera,  I  have 
been  minded  to  jot  down  a  few  of  my  impressions  of  phar- 
macy and  things  in  general  here,  in  the  hope  that  they  may 
be  of  some  interest  to  brother  "  pill-pushers  "  who  may,  or 
may  not,  be  intending  to  spend  a  season  in  the  "  Sunny 
South." 

In  the  first  place,  let  me  say  that  things,  as  a  whole,  turned 
out  to  be  very  different  from  my  expectations.  Especially 
was  this  the  case  in  regard  to  the  work  to  be  done  in  the 
pharmacy.  I  had  been  led  to  believe  that  one  took  things 
more  easily  down  here,  under  the  glare  of  the  ever-shining  and 
enervating  sun.  I  had  been  told  that  one  languidly  lifted  the 
inevitable  pestle,  and  gently  punched  out  a  slow  half-dozen 
pills,  or  cachets,  or  whatever  might  be  in  hand,  and  then  retired 
to  a  shady  spot  and  reclined  peacefully  for  half  an  hour  or  so  in 
an  easy  chair  and  smoked  cigarettes.  I  found  none  of  these 
things.  I  thought  I  knew  something  about  work.  I  had  been 
in  a  leading  West-end  dispensing  firm  throughout  the  year; 
and  I  had  passed  a  busy  season  in  a  first-class  South  Coast 
town.  I  had  known  what  it  was  to  dispense  hard  from  nine 
in  the  morning  till  six  or  seven  in  the  evening,  with  two 
brief  intervals  for  meals.  But  when  I  got  here,  I  found  that 
I  had  to  rise  at  7  a.m.,  start  dispensing  at  7.30— five  minutes 
only  for  early  breakfast — dispense  steadily  till  twelve,  rush 
out  for  about  li  hour  for  lunch,  return  and  dispense  hard 
till  eight  or  half-past,  and  then  drag  one's  weary  feet  off 
to  dinner  for  a  couple  of  hours,  almost  too  tired  to  eat,  with, 
perhaps,  the  possibility  of  night-service  looming  in  the 
future. 

I  started  business  about  the  middle  of  November,  some  time 
before  the  Season  proper  was  supposed  to  begin.  We  were 
rather  a  mixed  gang  (five  of  usj.  The  proprietor,  French, 
speaking  English  fairly  well ;  the  manager,  French,  speaking 
English  very  well ;  a  Russian  chemist  speaking  also  German  ; 
myself,  English,  pretending  to  be  learning  French ;  and  last, 
but  not  least,  the  bookkeeper,  French,  attempting  gallantly 
to  speak  English — indifferently  well  at  first  but  making  great 
progress  later  on.  Here  let  me  say  that,  in  this  town  m  par- 
ticular, and  in  all  the  Riviera  generally,  everybody  either 
speaks  or  tries  to  speak  English.  The  English  speak  it  because 
they  cannot,  or  will  not,  speak  any  other  language,  and  think 
everyone  ought  to  learn  it ;  the  French  speak  it  because  they 
hope  to  do  more  business  with  the  English  and  American 
visitors  than  with  all  other  nationalities  combined ;  the  Ger- 
mans, however  little  they  know  of  it,  rub  it  into  one  at  every 
possible  opportunity,  and  pretend  to  have  forgotten  their 
mother-tongue ;  nowadays,  most  educated  Russians  speak  it 
naturally ;  and,  finally,  the  native  Proven9al — a  kind  of 
mixed  Italian-French-Arab — does  his  best  (or  worst)  to  pick 
up  a  few  words.  Altogether,  it  is  quite  a  mistake  for  an 
Englishman  to  come  here  to  learn  French. 

In  November  we  wei-e  doing  what  would  be  considered  a 
fair  trade  in  an  average  English  dispensing-business,  and  it 
increased  steadily  every  day  up  to  the  end  of  January,  when 
the  season  proper  commences  with  Carnival  time.  After 
that  it  was  a  continual  rush  till  about  the  middle  of  April, 
when  things  usually  slack  off  quite  suddenly,  dying  away 
almost  to  nothing  by  the  middle  of  May.  Expenses  and 
profits  have  to  be  made  during  about  four  or  five  months ; 
if  only  the  same  ratio  of  business  would  continue  through- 
out the  year,  the  retail  chemist  might  very  probably  retire 
with  a  modest  fortune  after  a  few  years'  work. 

It  is  rather  a  mistake  to  imagine  that  the  sun  is  always 
shining  in  the  Riviera.  There  are  dull,  wet,  and  cold  days, 
as  _  elsewhere.  Another  matter  in  which  things  were  not 
quite  up  to  my  expectations  was  with  regard  to  the  scenery. 
There  are  many  fine  views,  certainly — for  example,  Cannes 
Bay  and  town  from  La  Californie,  the  Front  at  Nice  and 
Monte  Carlo,  and  especially  the  view  up  the  Le  Var  valley 
and  the  Gorge  du  Loup  near  Grasse — but  in  most  of  them 
there  seems  something  wanting.  For  one  thing  I  think  the 
contrasts  are  too  great.  I  have  not  yet  seen  a  view  which  can 
compare,  for  instance,  with  the  prospect  up  the  Thames  from 
the  top  of  Richmond  Hill  on  a  bright  day  in  the  early  summer. 

The  feeding  is  very  good,  and  a  decided  step  above  the 
meals  usually  served  in  England.  Another  subject  of  general 
interest  to  the  chemist's  assistant  the  world  over  is  that  of 
"  screw."  With  regard  to  salary,  I  am  sorry  to  say  the  report 
is  not  encouraging.  "  Screws  "  as  a  rule  do  not  run  very  high, 
averaging  about  200  francs  a  month,  with  usually  a  bedroom 
provided.  Except  where  one  is  a  senior  managing  the  English 
department  of  a  large  pharmacy,  one  cannot  earn  a  large 
salary,  considering  the  amount  of  work  to  be  done,  as  pro- 
prietors can  generally  find  plenty  of  young  men  glad  to  come 
out  for  a  season  or  two,  at  a  moderate  salary,  "just  for  a 
change  "  and  to  "  learn  French." 


HOW  I  FAILED  TO  PASS  THE  MINOR. 


Having  informed  the  Bloomsbury  authorities  that  I  wished 
to  present  myself  for  the  Minor  at  Edinburgh,  I  was  duly 
notified  to  appear  at  York  Place  on  a  specified  date.  Punc- 
tually at  ten  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  appointed  day  I 
arrived  at  York  Place,  signed  my  name  in  the  book  with 
artificial  ease  and  calmness,  and  eventually,  with  two  of  my 
student  "  pals,"  went  to  chemistry  first.  A  bench  was  pointed 
out  to  me  very  near  the  door — and  quite  as  near  one  of  the 
examiners.  I  found  everything  in  perfect  order,  pen  and  ink, 
note-book,  and  all  the  necessary  adjuncts  for  the  performance 
of  a  good  forenoon's  work.  A  tube  containing  a  very  small 
quantity  of  a  salt  was  given  me,  and  I  set  about  to  establish  its 
identity.  It  wa(s  a  white  powder,  and  instinctively  I  took  a 
dislike  to  it.  I  first  of  all  submitted  it  to  the  various  dry 
tests — bead,  ignition,  tube,  and  flame — without  getting  any 
very  definite  results,  although  I  detected  what  I  thought  to  be 
some  traces  of  zinc,  which  fact  I  duly  entered  in  my  report. 
I  next  proceeded  to  make  a  solution  of  the  salt,  and  after  a 
deal  of  boiling  with  water  and  dilute  acid  endeavoured  to  find 
if  any  of  the  substance  had  dissolved — for  there  was  a  large 
insoluble  residue.  On  going  through  the  groups  with  this 
portion  I  could  get  nothing,  not  even  zinc,  which  I  felt  sure 
was  present.  To  make  a  long  story  short,  after  spending  a 
considerable  time  in  a  futile  attempt  to  make  a  solution  of  the 
salt,  I  was  forced  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  entirely 
insoluble.  Accordingly,  I  went  up  to  the  examiner  and  asked 
for  platinum  foil — a  request  which  was  graciously  complied 
with.  I  was  on  the  point  of  commencing  to  fuse  up  the  sub- 
stance with  sodium  carbonate,  when  the  examiner  rose  from 
his  seat  and  commenced  a  tour  of  inspection  of  the  candidates 
on  his  side  of  the  room.  I,  being  nearest  to  him,  was  the  first 
victim  to  fall.  He  looked  at  my  report,  and  then  asked  in  a 
tone  of  utter  astonishment,  how  and  why  I  had  taken  such  a 
tremendous  time  to  prove  the  presence  of  "  nothing,"  when  I 
could  have  proved  what  was  there  in  twenty  minutes.  Like 
the  man  in  Scripture  who  turned  up  at  the  banquet  minus  his 
wedding-garment,  I  was  speechless.  After  having  made  a  few 
unflattering  observations  on  my  work,  the  examiner  then  asked 
me  what  I  intended  doing  next.  I  pointed  out  the  platinum 
foil,  and  told  him  I  was  about  to  fuse  up  the  insolu"ble  salt 
with  sodium  carbonate.  At  this  he  opened  his  eyes  wider  thai> 
ever,  and  told  me  that  my  method  in  such  a  case  was  no  good. 
Then  he  proceeded  to  expound  his  method,  which  was  per- 
fectly strange  to  me.  I  had  never  had  it  explained  to  me, 
nor  had  I  ever  seen  it  performed  before,  and  I  must  say  I  felt 
rather  sore  at  having  a  new  process  forced  upon  me  in  an 
examination-room.  Raving  given  me  a  practical  demonstra- 
tion, the  examiner  left  me,  after  telling  me  to  go  through  this 
new  process  for  myself.  I  did  so  in  a  very  half-hearted  way, 
for  as  the  time  was  almost  gone  and  I  had  not  tackled  my 
volumetric  exercise,  I  knew  the  game  was  up.  After  a  few 
parting  words  from  the  examiner,  who  strongly  advised  me 
"  to  learn  something  about  the  analysis  of  insoluble  substances- 
before  coming  up  for  examination  again,"  I  hastened  out, 
and  was  soon  joined  by  two  of  my  comrades,  who  had  met  a 
similar  fate  to  mine.  A.  M.  H.  (129/59.) 


WHERE  TO  STUDY. 

The  following  educational  institutions  are  advertising  in  this 
sue : 

Muter's  South  London  School  of  Pharmacy,  325  Kenning- 

ton  Road,  S.E. 
Westminster    College    of    Chemistry,    Trinity  Square, 

Borough,  S.E. 

Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy,  160  to  162  KenningtoD 

Park  Road,  London,  S.E. 
London  College  of  Chemistry,  323  Clapham  Road,  S.W. 
Brixton  School  of  Pharmacy,  73  Stockwell  Park  Road,  S.W. 
Manchester  College  of  Chemistry,  225a  and  227a  Oxford 

Road,  Manchester. 
Liverpool  School  of  Pharmacy,  6  Sandon  Terrace,  Uppei 

Duke  Street,  Liverpool. 
Birmingham  and  Midland  College,  45  Newhall  Street, 

Birmingham. 

Scottish  Optical  College,  157  St.  Vincent  Street,  Glasgow. 


The  Canon  and  thk  Morphia.- — In  the  "Life  and  Letters 
of  Alfred  Ainger,"  by  Edith  Sichel,  it  is  stated  that  when  he 
was  really  ill  the  Canon  was  a  model  patient,  but  there  was 
no  telling  at  what  moment  his  vitality  might  reawake,  and 
the  doctors  must  have  been  bewildered  when,  after  they 
had  been  injecting  morphia,  he  suddenly  roused  himself 
to  say : 

"These  doctors'  ways  are  so  new-fangled; 
Their  latest  twist-about  is  thus — 
We  used  to  lie  in  the  arms  of  Morphy ; 
Now  Morphy  lies  in  the  arms  of  us." 
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MR.  O.  R.  HANKINSON,  Uttoxeter,  sends  us  two  inter- 
esting relics  of  pharmaceutical  interest.  The  older  is 
entitled  "A  Catalogue  of  Chemicals,  Drugs,  etc.,  from  the 
New  London  Pharmacopceia,  with  the  old  and  new  names, 
Designed  for  a  Druggists'  Price  Book."  It  is  dated  1810, 
the  new  Pharmacopoeia  referred  to  being  the  P.  L.  1809. 
The  book  was  published  by  E.  Cox,  26  and  27  St.  Thomas's 
Street,  Borough,  a  label-printer,  who  also  sold  phials  and 
pill-boxes  to  chemists.  The  list  of  drugs  is  a  long  one, 
and  probably  represented  the  articles  kept  in  stock  by  a 
idruggist  in  a  good  way  of  business.  Most  of  the  names  have 
■undergone  change  since  1810. 

The  other  relic  is  a  "  Catalogue  of  Drugs,  Chemicals,  and 
Medicinal  Compounds,  prepared  and  sold  wholesale  and 
retail  by  Tandy  &  Bailey,  High  Street,  Wolverhampton."  It 
is  a  book  of  sixty  pages,  in  cloth  binding,  dated  1833,  and  is 
the  forerunner  of  the  price-list  which  many  modern  chemists 
send  out.  The  articles  of  T.  &  B.'s  "  own  peculiar  prepara- 
tion "  are  such  things  as  seidlitz  powders,  tooth-paste,  "  Sir 
Henry  Halford's  Draught,"  and  "Buonaparte's  Pectoral 
Tills."  Nicely  worded  paragraphs  about  these  specialities 
-are  followed  by  a  list  of  drugs,  domestic  articles,  chirurgical 
apparatus,  lozenges,  essences  and  oils,  patent  and  proprietary 
articles,  chemical  preparations  employed  in  experimental 
and  philosophical  chemistry,  and  chemical  and  philosophical 
apparatus.  The  book  is  a  most  creditable  production,  and 
was  evidently  issued  by  a  firm  with  a  large  business  connec- 
tion. Perhaps  a  Wolverhampton  reader  will  tell  us  more 
about  Messrs.  Tandy  &  Bailey — it  would  be  interesting  to 
many  chemists. 


WE  are  indebted  to  a  hospital  dispenser  for  the  subjoined 
prescriptions,  and  some  others  in  type,  which  are  of 
interest  to  other  dispensers  as  well  as  to  students.  We  are 
always  pleased  to  receive  such  prescriptions  from  our  sub- 
ficribers. 

An  Unexpected  Result. 

Bismuth,  carb.    .'^ij. 

Strontii  bromid  gr.  LXXX. 

Pot.  bicarb  .'^ij. 

Aq.  chloroformi  ad    S^iij. 

Ft.  miat. 
Jss.  tor  die. 

After  the  above  mixture  was  dispensed  it  effervesced  and 
burst  the  bottle.  This  was  due  to  interaction  between  the 
•trontium  bromide  and  potassium  bicarbonate  : 

SrEr,-f2KHCO,  =  SrCO,+2KBR+CO,-t-H,0. 
Ammonia-and-Turpentine  Liniment. 


5  Liq.  ammon.  fort   jij. 

3  Spt.  tereb   388. 

2  01.  olivse    3ss. 

1  Ung.  hyd.  fort,    sj. 

4  01.  caryophyll.    nixx. 


"This  prescription  is  easily  dispensed  by  rubbing  the  mer- 
■curial  ointment  with  the  olive  oil  and  otherwise  proceeding 
according  to  the  numbers  at  the  side  of  the  formula. 

Order  of  Mixing. 


5  Pot.  citrat   jiij. 

1  Liq.  ammon.  acet   Jiss. 

2  Tr.  ferri  perchlor   '^ij. 

3  Glycerin.    3j. 

4  Aq.  ad    Jxij. 


The  above  prescription  is  a  good  instance  of  the  desira- 
bility of  studying  a  prescription  with  a  view  to  deciding  the 
best  order  in  which  to  mix  the  ingredients.  Results  by 
following  the  order  of  the  numbers  given  here  are  better 
than  by  any  other  order. 

An  Eclectic  Mixtxjrb. 

Tr.  cimicifugsB        ...  ^W, 

Acid,  hydrochlor.  dil.    ^j. 

Aq.  chlorof.  ad    Jiv. 

Ft.  mist. 

The  above  mixture  is  a  very  good  example  of  how  resinoids 


axe  made.  A  hard  lump,  formed  at  the  bottom  of  the  bottle, 
was  really  an  eclectic  resinoid,  cimicifugine,  the  precipita- 
tion and  aggregation  of  which  is  much  favoured  by  the 
dilute  hydrochloric  acid.  A  few  drachms  of  glycerin  added 
to  the  mixture  of  chloroform-water  and  dilute  acid  serves  to 
diffuse  the  precipitate  sufficiently  for  dosage-purposes. 

Antipyrix  and  a  Salicylate. 

CafFeinse   gr.  x. 

Sodii  salicyl.    gr.  xxx. 

Antipyrin   gr.  xv. 

Aq.  ad   %}. 

This  prescription  is  exceptionally  interesting.  Sodium 
salicylate  is  one  of  the  best  solvents  of  caffeine ;  antipyrin 
and  sodium  salicylate  form  sparingly  soluble  antipyrin 
salicylate.  The  above  mixture  is  perfectly  clear,  soluble 
sodio-caffeine  salicylate  being  formed,  and  the  salipyrin 
formed  is  not  precipitated  because  it  is  soluble  in  fairly 
strong  solution. 

An  Immiscible  Application. 
Ung.  hydrarg.  ammon.  dil.     ...  j^j. 

Pulv.  amyli    giij, 

Aq.  calcis  ad    J'j- 

The  ointment  was  diluted  with  lard,  and  2  dr.  of 
powdered  soap  made  an  excellent  emulsion  with  it  and  the 
other  ingredients. 


A  HUNDRED  YEARS  AGO. 

A  Correspondent  writes  :  The  recent  interesting  article  in 
the  C.  <£•  D.  on  the  preparation  of  tly-papers  induces  me  to 
send  you  an  extract  from  the  "  Gentleman's  Magazine  "  of 
1806,  which  is  instructive  as  showing  an  advance  in  present- 
day  methods. 

The  following  receipt  for  keeping  flies  out  of  apartments 
and  stables,  and  driving  them  away  from  horses,  was  sold, 
in  a  sealed  cover,  at  the  Leipsic  Michaelmas  Fair,  at  a  high 
price,  and  had  a  very  extensive  sale.  Put  into  an  earthen 
pot  half  a  pound  of  cantharides,  an  ounce  and  a  half  of 
gourd-seed ;  mother-wort,  sassafras,  root  of  the  St.  John's 
wort,  and  spirit  of  ants,  of  each  half  an  ounce  ;  a  quarter  of 
an  ounce  of  orpiment,  a  good  handful  of  savin,  the  whole 
cut  small  or  reduced  to  powder ;  close  the  pot  hermetically, 
luting  the  interstices  of  the  lid  with  flour-paste.  After  the 
contents  of  the  pot  have  boiled  sufficiently,  take  it  from  the 
fire,  and  let  it  stand  twenty-four  hours  in  a  cool  place ;  then 
uncover  the  pot,  and  with  a  feather  smear  the  frames  of 
the  windows  and  doors,  both  of  apartments  and  stables, 
from  which  you  are  desirous  of  keeping  the  flies.  A  single 
coat  is  sufficient  for  the  whole  season  ;  but  if  the  rain  should 
chance  to  take  it  off,  care  must  be  taken  to  renew  it.  The 
smell  of  this  preparation,  which  is  scarcely  perceptible  to 
man,  is  so  insupportable  to  flies  that  there  is  not  a  single 
instance  of  one  having  entered  by  an  open  window  or  door 
to  which  this  liquid  has  been  applied.  To  keep  them  away 
from  horses,  it  is  sufficient  to  besmear  the  harness,  the  girth, 
or  the  saddle,  with  the  liquid. 


Coming  JBvcnts* 

Notices  fcr  insertion  under  this  lieading  should  b»  receive  I  hy 
the  Editor  on  Wednesday  of  each  week, 


Monday,  September  3. 
Deicsbunj  Chemists'   Association,   Church  House,  Church 
Street,  at  8.45  p.m.    Monthly  meeting.    General  business. 

Thursday,  September  6. 
Leicester   Chemists'    Cricket   Club,    Leicestershire  County 
Cricket  Ground,  at  2  p.m.    Leicester  v.  Nottingham. — At 
7  p.m.,  tea  and  progressive  whist,  at  Winn's  Oriental  Cafe, 
by  invitation  of  the  President  and  Mrs.  Brett. 


A  Large  Increase  in  the  export  of  mangrove-bark  from 
Ecuador  for  tanning-purposes  (to  the  neighbouring  republic 
of  Peru)  was  experienced  in  1904,  the  total  amount  shipped 
being  430  tons,  Fprmerly  mangrove-bark  had  been  exported 
to  London,  the  United  States,  and  elsewhere  as  a  trial,  but 
was  found  of  inferior  value  for  the  purpose,  and  the  export 
to  those  countries  was  therefore  abandoned.  As  employed  in 
Ecuador  it  gives  an  unpleasant  odour  to  the  leather,  which 
also  gives  off,  on  being  damped,  a  considerable  amount  of 
colouring-matter. 
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Exchange  Column— Bargains. 

TE  R  IVI  S. 

One  halfpenny  per  word  xjoith  name  and  address.    One  penny  per  ivord  if  we  register  the  address  and  attach  a  number. 
No  Advertisement  inserted  for  less  than  6d. 


BUYERS  AND  SELLERS,  PLEASE 
NOTE. 

We  again  call  the  attention  of  those  who  use  this  column 
for  the  sale  op  purchase  of  goods  to  the  desirability  of 
using  our  Deposit  System.  Some  forward  goods  before  they 
receive  money  for  them,  and  others  forward  money  to 
advertisers  before  they  have  even  seen  the  goods.  Dis- 
appointment in  such  circumstances  is  bound  to  happen  now 
and  then,  and  it  is  to  prevent  this,  as  well  as  to  cheek 
fraud,  that  our  Deposit  System  was  instituted. 

All  that  is  necessary  when  a  bargain  is  struck,  op  is 
likely  to  be,  is  for  the  buyer  to  send  us  a  Cheque,  or  Post 
Office  Order,  for  the  price  which  ho  has  agreed  to  pay  for 
the  goods.  A  commission  of  6d.  is  charged  by  us  on  any 
transaction  of  £3  or  less,  and  Is.  if  above  that  amount. 
The  commission  is  payable  by  the  purchaser,  and  should 
be  mcluded  in  the  money  sent  to  us. 

When  we  hear  from  the  buyer  that  the  goods  are  satis- 
factory, and  not  till  then,  we  hand  ever  the  money  to  thg 
seller.  The  interests  of  the  latter  are  secured  by  the  fact 
that  he  does  not  despatch  the  goods  to  the  buyer  until  he 
hears  from  us  that  we  have  received  the  money. 

This  System  was  instituted  solely  for  the  protection  of  oup 
readers,  and  it  has  so  often  been  of  real  service  that  it 
should  be  more  generally  used.  All  Cheques  and  Postal 
Orders  should  be  made  payable  to  "Edward  Halse,"  and 
crossed  "Martin's  Bank,  Ltd." 


FOR  I>ISP»OSAL. 

APPARATUS. 

PLATINUM  dish  (new),  crucible  (old),  436  and  293  grains.  White, 
CheDsist,  Worthing'. 

TABLET-MACHINE,  by  Colton,  hand  and  power,  complete  with  set 
of  dies;  low  price;  offers.    "  Radix,"  12  Wigmore  Street,  W. 

BOOKS. 

MARTINDALE'S  "'Extra  Pharmacopoeia,"  10th  edition;  3e.  bd., 
post  free.   Robinson,  Chemist,  233  Anlaby  Road,  Hull. 

"  THE  Practice  of  Medicine,"  by  Thomas  Hawlses  Tanner,  M.D., 
r.L.S.,  7th  edition,  revised  by  W.  H.  Broadbent,  M.D.,  in 
2  Tolumea,  1875;  "Elements  of  Materia  Medica  and  Thera- 
peutics," by  Robert  Bentley,  M.R.C.S.,  and  Theophilus  Redwood, 
Ph.D.,  P.C.S.,  with  an  appendix,  1874 ;  "  Diseases  of  the  Skin  : 
A  Manual  for  Practitioners  and  Students,"  by  W.  Allen  Jamie- 
son,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.  Ed.,  4th  edition,  revised  and  enlarged,  1894; 
"  A  Manual  of  Practical  Analysis,"  by  G.  S.  V.  Wills,  M.S.C.I., 
F.R.M.S.,  8th  edition ;  Squires'  "  Companion  to  the  British  Phar- 
macopoeia," 14th  edition,  1886;  "Practical  Methods  of  Urine- 
Analysis,"  1899 ;  "  Chemical  Notes  for  Pharmaceutical  Students, 
including  Chemistry  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,"  A.  Rivers 
Wilson,  F.C.8.E.,  F.Sc,  1886;  British  Pharmacppoeia  1885;  "The 
EsBentials  of  Materia  Mediea  and  Therapeutics,"  by  Alfred  Barry 
Garrod,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  1864;  "The  Art  of  Dispensing,"  1888; 
"  Familiar  Letters  of  Chemistry,"  by  Justus  von  Liebig,  1851 ; 
"  Recent  Materia  Medica,"  2nd  edition,  by  F.  Harwood  Lesoher, 
F.C.S.,  1884.   E.  GOLLAND,  22  Wellesley  Road,  Sheffield. 


OPTICAL  AND  PHOTOGRAPHIC. 

FRENA  Camera,  Memo  size,  perfect  condition;  21s.;  approval 
willingly.    Hakdman,  Teadon,  Yorkshire. 

WHAT  offers?  £5  Ross  rapid  symmetrical  lens,  8x5;  £5  Ross  con- 
centric lens;  5  inch.  Akkell,  Weston-super-Mare. 

OPTICAL  trial-case,  \  gross  assorted  lenses,  2\  doz.  assorted  frames ; 
what  offers,  whole  or  part?  "  Fbame,"  128  Southbank  Road, 
Southport. 

NO.  1  PANORAM  Kodak  and  leather  case;  No.  2  Stereo  Kodak; 
half  list-price,  or  exchange  chemist's  goods.  Hiii,  165  Stanley 
Road,  Liverpool.  ' 

PROPRIETARY  ARTICLES. 

22  doz.  Is.  Zox  powders,  2  doz.  Is.  lid.  Zox  tonic;  what  offers  for 
whole  or  part?   Johnston,  Chemist,  Carlisle. 

SHARES. 

SHARES  for  sale.    See  p.  67. 

SHOP  FITTINGS. 

SALE,  red  circular  lamp,  ornamental  iron  bracket.  Richahdsojj, 
Chemist,  Holborn  Place,  Plymouth. ' 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

DENTAL  chair.  Harvard's  pump,  perfect,  condition  as  new;  cost 
30  guineas;  price  13  guineas.  Ovkiixox,  7  South  Side,  Clapham 
Common. 

COMPLETE  outfit  for  supplying  artificial  teeth,  with  showcase, 
books,  etc. ;  cost  about  £10,  will  exchange  for  saleable  patents 
or  photographies.   Apply,  41  Third  Avenue,  Queen's  Park,  W. 

PHONOGRAPH-RECORDS.— Several  dozen  Columbia  Sterling,  7s. 
per  doz. ;  Edison  genuine,  10s.  per  doa. ;  all  new;  also  Edison-Bell 
standard  phonograph  with  42-in.  brass  horn,  as  new.  Peaeoe, 
Chemist,  Exeter. 

HOMOEOPATHIC  Medicines.— 94  l.<.  pills,  36  bd.  pills,  100  Is.  tinc- 
tures, 44  bd.  tinctures  ;  best  offer,  carriage  paid  ;  47  Is.  pilules, 
all  by  Leatli  &  Ross ;  also  one  B.W.  water  analyst's  test-case, 
£2  2s.   T.  J.  Jones,  The  Pharmacy,  Holyhead. 


MINOR  books,  chemists'  books,  for  cash  or  exchange.  Gowee,  Book- 
seller, Waterloo,  Liverpool. 

HOMCEOPATHIC  case,  Martindale's  Extra  Pharm.,  last  edition. 
138/28,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

PLASTER  figure,  to  advertise  cough-remedy  in  window.  "  Spes," 
3  Soudan  Road,  Battersea,  London. 

DECORATED  cold-cream  tins  in  quantity,  i  oz.  and  I  oz.  Prices  and 
samples  to  Fitt,  Chemist,  Norwich. 

ANTIQUE  bell-metal  mortars  and  old  pill-tiles  with  arms  of  Apothe- 
caries' Company ;  any  pharmaceutical  antiques.  Davison,  Ph.C, 
Cromer. 

"  TETBRINAET  Counter  Practice,"  "  PJiarmaoeutical  Formulas," 
Martindale'.s ;  all  latest;  bent-glass  counter  case,  36  to  60x17x8, 
or  near.   136/31,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


Printed  by  Spottiswoodk  &  Co.  lav..  New -street  Square  ;  and  Published  at  the  Office,  42  Cannon  Street,  in  the  City  of  London.— Sept.  1,  1906. 


